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PREFACE. 



THE Papers that compofe the firft of the(e 
volumes were printed about eighteen 
years ago, to which there are now added two 
or three fmall trafts ; and the verfes are tranf- 
ferred into the fourdi volume apart, with the 
addition of fuch others as we fmce have writ- 
ten. The fecond and thii-d will confift of fe- 
veral fmall treatifes inprofe, in which a friend 
or two is concerned with us. 

Having both of us been extremely ill treat- 
ed by ibme bookfellers, efpecially one Edmund 
CurUf it was our opinion that the belt method 
we could take for juftifying ourfelves/ virould 
be to publilh Whatever loofe papers, in profe 
and verfe, we have formerly written $ not on- 
ly fuchr as have already ftolen into the world 
(very much to our regret, and perhaps verjr 
little to our credit) but fuch, as in any proba- 
bility hereafter may run the fame fate \ hav- 
ing been obtained from us by the importunitv^ 
aira divulged by the indifcretion of friends, 
although reftrained by promiles, which few of 
them are ever known to obferve, and often 
think they make us a compliment in breaking* 

But the con&quences have been ftill worfe s 
AVe have been intitled, and have had our 
names prefixed at length, to whole vplumes 
of mean productions, equalfy ofFenfive to good 
manners and ^ood fenfe, which we never faw 
nor heard of till they appeared in print. 

For a forgtry in fetting a falfe name to a 
writing, which may prejudiw ?ili^^i' ^ ^Qi^- 
B X\A$» 
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tune, the law punifhes the offender with t 
lofs of his ears \ but has infli6ted no adequa 
penalty for fuch, as prejudice another s i 
putation in doing the fame thing in prii 
though all and every individual book, \q fb 
under a falfe name, are manlfeftly fo ma) 
feveral and multiplied forgeries. 

Indeed we hoped, that the good nature, 
at lead the good judgment of the wori 
would have cleared us from the imputation • 
fuch things, as had been thus charged upc 
us by the malice of enemies, the want • 
judgment of friends, the unconcern of indi 
ferent perfons, and the confident aiTeitions < 
bookfellers. 

We are afhamed to And fo ill a tafte pn 
vail, as to.make it a neceffary work to do fh 
juftice to ourfelves. It is very pofllble ft 
any author to write below bimfelf j either li 
fubjeft not proving fo 'fruitful, or fitted ft 
him, as he at firft imagined ; or his healtl 
or his humour, or the prefent difpofition < 
his mind, unqualifying him at that jun^^Ure 
However, if he polTefled any diftinguifhin 
marks of ftyle, or peculiarity of thinkinc 
there would remain in his lead fuccefsful wn 
tings ibme few tokens, whereby perfons c 
tafte might difcover him. 

But, fince it hath otherwife fallen out, w 
think we have fufiiciently paid for our wan 
of prudence, and determine for the future t 
be lefs communicative : Or v^ther, haviii| 
done with fuch amufements, we are refolve 
to jrive up what we cannot fairly difown, £ 
3 th< 




^ I dit Cwcrity cyf critics J the malice of pcrfonal 
^ I 'CttEmies, aod the indulgence of fiienJs. 

We are forry fot the fathe tnterfpcrfed in 
ioBK of thefe pieces upon a few people^ fronn 
«hani the higneft provocations have been re- 
ciiTcd, and who by their condtif): {met have 
Bmm^ that they have iwt yet forgiven us tha 
^J wrong they did. It is a very unlucky cir^ 
^\ I Ctti&miace to be obliged to retaliate the in- 
^^ I iiiriet of fuch authors^ whofe works are A» 
°^, \ fis&n forgotten, that we are in danger already 
«i: ippcartDg the iirft agg re (fors. It is to be 
btutEited, that Flrgil let pafs a line, which 
tcld pofterity he had two enemies calted Ba- 
^im and M^n^us* The wifeft w:iy is not once 
to name thcnif but (a$ the madman advifed 
^ gentleman, who told Liiin he wore a fword 
te till his enemies) ta let ihem ahne and ihe^ 
^ dU tfftbetfiftl'ves. And according to tiit^ 
'^c vre have afled throughout all thofewri- 
HOgij which we designed for ihe prefs ; b-Jt 
i!ilbc(e^ the publication whereof w^s notow^ 
iflg tftour folly J but that of others, the ouiif* 
wn of the names was not in our power. At 
^worft, we can only give them that liberty 
'■ow for fomething, which they have To many 
^(%^a exercifed ^r nothing, of. railing and 
fetibUng again ft us* And it is fome com^ 
'^^dation^ that we have not done it all this 
^^il^, but avoided publicly to clnir^flt^rife 
any perfon without long tJtpericnce. Noaufji 
P^ffsaiur m annuM h a good rule for all wri- * 
^*« of characters ; becaufe it m:iy happen t<? 
"^sfc, who vct>t praife or ecnCurc twj ^teK.\^v- 
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riii hi* S:f n uiuiriv pra^lifed 
cci:r::r<* sf:? r i mAn% viiceaiie ; which i 
n*.<a!urf .:ccour.t$ tor thit manifeft i 
found in ih? works of the bcft aulh 
colleAors onlv ccnfi Jering, that (b m; 
' flieets raife \ht price of the book 5 
greater fame a writer is in poffeffioi 
more of fuch trafl\ Vxq vox^ bear to hai 
I 
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to fcim. Thus it is apparently the editor^s 
intcreft to infert what the authors judgment 
kad reiefted j and care is always taken to in- 
taripcne theie additions in fuch a manner^ 
ttot ictrce any book of tonfequence can be 
Wu^ty without piu-chafiDg fomething un« 
worthy of the author along with it. 

But in our own country it is ftill worfe : 
Tkofe very bookiellers» who have fupported 
themfelves upon an author^s fame while he 
lifed, have done .their utnieft after his death 
to leflen it by fuch praAices: Even a man's 
hSt *wUl is not fecure from being expofed in 
print; whereby his moik particular regards* 
and even his dying tendernefTes are laid open. 
It has been humoroufly faid, that fome have 
fifhed the. very jakes for pipers left there by 
■len of wit : But it is no jeft to affirm, that 
the cabinets of the {ick, and the clofets of the 
dead»- have been broke open and ranfackcd to 
piibliflt our frifuate letters^ and divulge to all 
mankind the moft fecret fcntiments and inter* 
courie of friendfliip. Nay, thefe fellows ai^ 
arrived to that height of impudence, that, when 
an author has publicly difowned a fpuriout 
liiece, the}r have difputed his own name witfi 
him in printed advertiiements ; which has 
been praaifed to Mr. Cot^e*ve and Mr. Ptior. 

We are therefore compelled, in refpefl to 
troth, tJ fubmit to a.veiy great hardHiip ; to 
own fuch pieces, as in our ftri^ler judgments 
we ^ould haife fiipprefled for ever : We are 
obliged to confefs, that this whole collection, 
in a manner, coniiib of what Nvt noX. ot\>| 
B 3 ^^\Q^^^^. 
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thought unlikely to reach the future, but im- 
worthy even of the prefent age ; not our fta- 
dies, but our follies \ not our works, but one 
idlenefles. 

Some comfort however it is, that all cf 
them are innocent, and moft of them, flivkt 
as they are, had yet a moral tendency $ ei&r 
to foften the virulence of parties againft each 
other ; or to laugh out or countenance fome . 
vice or folly of the time ; or to difcredit Uie 
impofitions of quacks and falie pretenders to 
fcience ; or to humble the airogance of tho 
ill-natured and envious ; in a word, to leifiaa 
the numty^ and promote the good humour of 
mankind. 

Such as they are, we muft in truth confefi^ 
they are ours, and others ihould'injuftice be« 
lieve, they are all that are ours. If any thinj 
el(e has been printed, in which we really had 
any hand, it is either intolerably impeife^ 
or loaded with fpurious additions ; fomctimes 
even with infertions of mens names, whick 
we never meant, and for whom we have zm. 
efteem and refpe^l. Even thofe pieces, ia 
which we are leaft injured, have never before 
teen printed from the true cojpies^ or with any 
tolerable degree of corre^tnefs. We declajic^ 
that this colleftion contains every piece, whick 
in the idleft humour we have written i not on« 
ly fuch, as came under our review or correc- 
tion ; but many others, which however im^ 
niihed, are not now in our power to fuppreft. 
Whatfoever was in our own pofleifion at the 
|mbli(hing hereof, or of which no copy wv 

iror 
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ne abroad^ we have a6lually deftroyed, to 
*^ent all pofllbility of the like treatment. 
Thefe volumes likewife will contain all the 
|>ers, wherein we have cafually had any 
ire f particularly thofe wntten ia conjunc- 
n with our friends. Dr. Arbuibnot and Mr. 
y \ and laftly,, all this fort compoled fingly 
either of thofe hands. The reader is there- 
e defired to do the fame juftice to thefe our 
;nds, as to us ^ and to be aifured that all the 
fgs^ called our mifcellaniesXext^iai the works 
Alexander Pope, publiftied by B, Lintot^ in ' 
trtOy znd folio, in 1717 ; thofe of Mr. Gay 
y.Tonfim^ in auarto, in 1716$ and as ma- 
of thefe mifcellanies as have been formerly 
nted by Benj, Tooke) , are abfolutely fpuri- 
Sy and without our confent impoled upon 
; public. 

Twickenham, JONAT. SWIFT. 

8^17, 1717. ALEX. PQPE. 
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THE following difcourfe is a kind of re- 
tnonfti-unce in behalf of kinp WiUtam and his 
friends, againft the proceedings of the houle 
of commons } and was pablilned during the 
recefs of parliament in the fiunmer of 17019 
with a view to engage them in milder mea- 
fures when they (houid meet again. 

At this time Lewis XIV. was making large 
ibides towards univerfal monarchy; plots 
were carrying on at St. Gtrmains ; the Dutch 
had ackn9wledged the duke of Anjou as king 
cf Spain^ and King WUliam was made ex- 
tremely uneafy by the violence with which 
many of his minifters and chief favourites 
were purfved by the commons | the king, to 
appeafe their raentment, had made feveral 
changes in his miniftry, and removed ^me 
of his moft faithful fervants from places of the 
higheft truft and dignity: this expedient, 
however, had proved ineffectual, and. the 
commons perfined in their oppofition \ they 
began by impeaching WtlUam Eentinck^ earl 
of Portland^ groom of the ftole; and pro- 
ceeded to the impeachment of John Somers^ 
baron Somers of E^ue/bam, firft lord keeper, 
afterwards lord chancellor ; Ed<ward Ruffelp 
earl of OrforJf lord treafiirer of the navy, and 
one of the lords commiiHoners of the admiral- 
ty ; and Charles Mountague^ earl of Halifax^ ' 
one of the commifHoners of the treafury, and 
afterwards chancellor of the exchequer. Its 
general purport is to damp the warmth of the 
commons by (hewing that the meafures they 
purfued had a dire6l tendency to bring on the 
Tyranny, which they profefled to oppole \ and 
ziie ptutjcuhr cafes of the impeacbtd lords are 
paralleled in Athenian charaatn. 




DISCOURSE 

O F T HE , 

CONTESTS and DISSENTIONS 

BETWEEN TBE 

KOBLES and the COMMONS 

I N 

ATHENS and ROME; 

With the Confequences they had. upon 
both dio(e States. 

■ ■■■ I ■ Si tihi iura wdetur, 
t>id» fiumnsf ^ fi falfit ift^ accmgeri coHtra* 

LVCRS. 

Written m the Year i7©i» 

e H A P. I. 

IT is figreedy that in all government there 
is an aibibhite iiniimited power^ which na- 
. turmllT and originally feemc to be placed in 
the vAolebody, whercrar the executive part 
lOf it iiea. Thia holdt in the bod)r natural ; 
fior whcveyer we place the beginning of mo- 
tion# whether from the head, or the heart, 
«r ^ anioal fpirita in p^ani^ \2c^^V^^^ 




so CONTESTS and DISSENTIONS 
moves and a£ls by a confent of all its paiti* 
This unlimited power, placed fundamental^ 
in the body of a people, is what the beft le- 
gtflators ot all ages have endeavoured, in thdr 
i'everal fchemesor inllitutions of government^ 
to depofit in fuch hands as would preferve 
the people from rapine-and oppreflion within, 
as well as violence fiom without. Moft of 
them feem to agree in this, that it was a truft 
too great to be committed to any one man «r 
afferobly, and therefore they left the right ftUl 
in the whole body ; but the adminiftration or 
executive part in the bands of [the exe^ the 
fnVf or the many^ into which three powers 
all independent bodies of men feem naturalljr 
to divide j for by all I have read of thofe 
innumerable and petty commonwealths in 
1/aij, Greece, and Sicilyf as well as the great 
ones of Carthage and Romei it ieems to me,- 
that a free people met together, whether by 
fompa^y or family -government f as foon as they 
fall into any a6ls of civil fociety, do of them* 
felvcs diviclc Into three powers. The firft » 
that of fome one eminent fpirit, who, having 
fignalifed his valoxur and f9rtune in defence of 
his country, or by the practice of popular arts 
at home, comes to have. great influence on tltt 
people, to erow their leader in warlike expe- 
ditions, and to preiide^ . after a fort, in their 
civil aiTemblies ; and tiiis is grounded upon 
the principles of nature and common reafon, 
which in all difficolties or dangers, where 
prudence or courage is requhred, do rather 
incite us to fly fgr covmfel or aififtance to a 
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fijigle per Con ^ than a multitude. The fecond 
natural divifion of power is of fuch men, who 
have acquired large poireflions, and confe- 
quently dependen6ie^, or defcend from ancef- 
tors who have left them gieat inheritances, 
together with an hereditary authority, Thefe 
eaSly uniting in thoughts and opinions, and 
a6^ing in concert, begin to enter upon mea« 
fures for (ecuring their properties, which are 
beft upheld by preparing againft invaflo^s 
from abroad^ and mamtaining peace at home ; 
this commences a great council or fenate of 
nobles for the weighty affairs of the nation. 
The laft divifion is of the people, whofe part 
of power is great and indifputable, whenever 
they can unite cither colleflively, or by de* 
putation, to exert it. Now the three forms 
of government, fo generally known in the 
fchools, difi[er only by the civil adminiftrati* 
on being placed in the hands of one, or fome- 
times two, (as in Sparta) who were calle^l 
Hngf i or in a fenate, who were called the 
mbles ; or in the people collective or repre- 
lentatiye, who may be called the commons^ 
Each of thefe had frequently the executive 
power in Greece, and fometimes in Rome s 
put the power in the laft refort was always 
.meant by the legiflators to be held in balance 
among all three. And it will be an eternal 
rule in politics among every free people, that 
there is a balance of power to be carefully 
held by every ftate within itf-lf, as well aa 
among feveral dates with each other. 

S6 TV«. 




CONTESTS AND DISSENTIONS. 

The true meaning of a balance of power» 
ither without or within a ftate, is ben con- 
eived by confidering, what the nature of a 
lalance is. It fuppofes three things : Firft, 
thft part which held^ together with the hand 
that holds it i and then the two fcales » with 
whatever is weighed therein. Now confider 
fevcral dates in a neighbourhood ; in order to 

,preferve peace between thefe ftates, it is ne- 
ceiTary they (hould be formed into a balance, 
thereof one or more are to be directors, who 
ftre to divide the reft into equal fcalesy and 
upon cc:arion remore from one into the other, 
or elfe fall with their own weifi;ht into the 
lighteft ^ fo in a ftate within itfell^ the balance 
inuft be held by a third hand, who is to deal 
the remaining power with the utmoft exa6l- 
siefs into the feveral fcales. Now it is not 
neceflary, that the p9V7er ihould be equally 
divided between thele three ; for the balance 
may be held by the weakeft, who, by his ad- 
lirei^ and condu£V, removing from either fcale. 

' and adding of his own, may keep the fcale 
duly poifed. Such was that of the two king 
of Sparta, the confular power in Rome, th; 
^f tne kings of Media before the reign of C 
rusf as reprefented by Xenopbon \ and tlii 
of the feveral limited' ftates in the Gothic i 
iUtution. 

When the balance is broken, whether 
the negligence, folly^ or weaknefs of the h' 
that held it, or by weights fallen into ei^ 
fcale, the power will never continue Ion' 
M[u«l diYiMon bttwccA th€ remaining par 
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but, till the balance is fixed anew, will run 
intirely into one. This gives the tnieft ac- 
count of what is iu)dei*ftbod in the moft an- 
tient and im]>royed Grak authors by the word 
^yraimjy which is not meant for Uie feizing 
of the uncontrolled or abfolute power into 
the hands of a Angle perfon, (as many fuper- 
ficial men have grolly miftaken^ but for the 
breaking of the balance by whatever hand, 
and leaving the power wholly in one fcale : 
For tyranny and nfttrpatvm in a ftate are by 
no means confined to any number, as miglit 
eafily aDpear from examples enough \ and, be- 
caufe tne point is material, I fhall cite a few 
to prove it, . 

The • Romans havingi fcnt to Athens, and 
the Greek cities of Italy, for the copies of the 
beft laws, chofe ten legiflators to put them 
into form, and, during the exerctfe of theic 
office, fufpended the confular power, leaving 
the adminiftration of affairs m their hands. 
Thcfe very men, though chofen for fuch a 
work, as me digefling a body of laws for the 
government of a free ftate, did immediately 
ufurp arbitrary power : ' ran into all the forms 
of it, had their guards and fpies after the 
praftice of the tyrants of thofe ages, afifc^ted 
kingly flate, deftroyed the nobles, and op- 
prciTed the people *, one of them proceeding fo 
far, as to endeavour to fouce a lady of great 
virtue : the very crime, which gave occaiion 
to the expulfion of the regal power but fixty 

years 

• Dioiiyf, IbLhh, t». 
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lay. And this laft circumftance, a$ caiea 
have lately ftood, may perhaps be worth no- 
thing. 

. From what hath been already advanced, fc« 
vera! conclufions may be drawn : 

Fir/fy That a mixed government, partake 
jng of the known forms received in the ichoois, 
is by no means of Gothic invention, but hath 
place in nature and reafon, feems very well to 
agree with the fenttment of legiflators, and to 
have been followed in moft ftates, whether 
they have appeared under the name of monar- 
chies, ariftocracies, or democracies : for not 
to mention the feveial republics of this com- 
pofition in Gaul and Germany^ deicribed by 
C^far and Tacitus j Poijbitu tells us, the bcft 
government is that, which confifts of three 
forms, • tegno, uptimatiumy & populi tmperio i 
which may be fairly tranilated, the king^ lords ^ 
and commons. Such was that of Sparta^, ia 
its primitive inftitution by Lycurgus; who, 
ebferving the corruptions and depravations to 
which every of thcie was fubjeft, compound- 
ed his fcheme out of al) ; fo that it was made 
up qf ngfh fenioresy Sf populus. 3«ch alfo 
was the ftate of Rome unaer its conAih : and 
the author tells us, that the Romans ftll upon 
this model purely by chance, (which I take 
to have been nature and common reafon) but 
the Spartans by tliought and defign. And 
fuch at Carthage was the f fumma reipuhUcap 
t power in the laft rer9rt ^ for they had their 

king« 

• fngm, Iib« 6t ' f Id, &« 
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kings called fi^es^ and a fenate which had 
the power of 110^/9 and the people had a (bare 
eftabliibed too. 

Seccfidfy, It will follow. That thofe rea- 
fonersy who employ fo much of their seal, 
their wit, and their leifure for the upholding 
the balance of power in Chriftendoni, at the 
iame time that by their pra^licct they are en« 
deavtfuring to deftroy it at home, are not fuch 
mighty patriots, or fo much in the true inter* 
eft of their countrv, as they would affeft to - 
be thought ) but ieem to b« employed like a 
man, who pulls down with his right hand 
what he has been building with his left. 

^Tbirdfyy This makes appear the error of 
thofe, who think it an uncontrollable maxim^ 
that power is always fafer lodged in many 
bands than in one : for, if theie many hands 
be made up only from one of the three divi<» 
fions before-mentioned, it is plain from thoft 
examples already produced, and eafy to bt 
paralleled in other ages and countries, that 
thev are as capable of enflaving the nation* 
ana of a6^in|^ all manner of tyranny and op- 
predion, as it is pofltble for a iingle peiibn 
to be, though we (hould fuppofe their num- 
ber not only to be of four or five hundred, 
but above three thoufand. 

4gaiftf It is manifeft from what has been 
faid, that, in order to preferve the balance in 
a mixed ftate, the limits of power depofited 
with each party ought to be afcertained, and 
gencrallv known. The defea of this is the 
caufe, that sntivduces thofe &x\3ie:&\viii> vcv-^ 
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ftate about prerogative and liberty, about in- 
eroachments of the fenv upon the rights of 
the manvy and of the many upon the privi- 
leges of the /irw, which ever did, and ever 
will conclude in a tyranny j firft either of the 
fe*Wf or the many, but at laft infallibly of a 
fingle perfon : wr, whichever of the three di- 
vinons in a ftate is upon the fcramble for 
more power than its own, (is one or other of 
them gefnerally is) unlefsdue care can be taken 
by the other two, upon every new queftion 
that arifes, they will be fure to decide in fa- 
vour of ^hemfelves, talk much of inherent 
right ; they will nourifh up a dormant pow- 
er, and referve privileges in petio, to exert 
upon occafions, to ferve expedients, and to 
urge upon neceilities ) they will make large de- 
mands, and fcanty conceiTions, ever coming 
off confiderable gainers t thus at length the 
balance Is broke, and tyranny let in ; firom 
which door of the three it matters not. 

To pretend to a declarative right upon any 
occafion whatfoever, is little lefs than to make 
ufe of the whole power 5 that is, to declare 
an opinion to be law, which has always been 
contefted, or perhaps never ftarted at all be- 
fore fuch an incident brought it on the ft age. 
Not to confent to the enabling of fuch a law, 
which has no view beiides the general good, 
unlefs another law fhali at the fame time pafs, 
with no other view but that of advancing the 
power of one party alone ; what is this 
but to claim a poittive voice, as well as a ne- 
gative ^ 
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gative ^ • To pretend that great cTianges and 
alienations of property-have created »ew and 
great dependencies, and confequetitly new 
additions of power, as fomt reofoners have 
done, is a moft dangerous tenet. If domi- 
sion mull follow property, let it follow in 
the fame pace 5 for change in property thro'- 
the bulk of a nation makes flow marches, and 
its due power always attends it. To conclude^ 
that whatever attempt is begun by an aflem- 
bly, ought to be purfuod to the end, without 
tegajrd to the greateft incidents that niay hap- 
pen to alter the cafe : to count it mean, and 
oelow the dignity of a boufe, to quit a profe- 
cution 5 ■ to refolve upon a conctufion before 
kis poi]ible to be appiifed of the premiflfes : 
to tA thus, I fay, is to affect not only abfo- 
lute power, but infallibility too. Yet fuch 
popular afiembiies engaged in, for want of 
£ung the due limits of power and primiege^ 
Great changes may indeed be made in a 
goremment, yet the form contintue, and the 
balance be held : but large intervals of time 
moft pa£i between eveiy fuch innovation, e- 
Botigh to melt down and make it of a piece 
with the conftitution. Such, we are told, 

were 

* This feens to allude to a pradice of the houie 
ef conmoni called I'acking: when they fufpefled 
that a favourite bill would be rcjcAed, they Ucked 
it to a moaey-bill ; and as it was oot poffible to pro« 
feed without the fupply, and as it became neceflkry 
tfrrejed or receive both the bills thus Ucked to^thia^ 
tti$ txptdlcat ptift&\y anfwextd iU ^>it^^^ 




0NTEST8 AND PISSENTIONS 
rhe proceedings of Solottf when bo mo- 
. anew the Atbtnum commonwealth i 
fhat convulfiona in oyr own, as well m 

ftates, have been bred by a n^left of 
ule^ is frelh and notorious enough : it 

foon in confcience to repeat this error 

ving fliewny that th^re is a natural ba* 
of power in all fret ftates» and how it 
been divided, fometimes by the ocoplo 
.elves, as in Rome^ at others by the m- 
ions of the legiflators, as in the feveral 
of Greta and Sicily \ the next thing it 
(amine, what methods have been taken 
reak or overthrow this balance, which 
r one of the three parties hath continu- 
endeavoured, as opportunities have ferr- 
as might appear from the ftories of moft 
and countries : for abfolute power in a 
cular ftate is of the fame natui« with 
erfal monarchy in feveral ftates adjoin- 
x> each other. So endleis and exorbitant 
:he defires of men, whether confidered in 
perfons or their ftates, that they will 
> at all, and can form no fcheme of per<» 
happineis with lefs. Ever {met men hava 
I united into governments, the hopes and 
avours after univerfal monarchy have 
. bandied among them, from the ret^ 
linus to this of the moft cbrifiian km % m 
:h piirfuits commonwealths have had their 
s as well as monarchs : fo the Atbiinamt^ 
Sfartansy the ^bebans^ and the Acbeuans^ 
feveral times aim at the univerfal monar* 

chy 
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chy t>f Greece : fo the commonwealths of Car* 
ibage and Rome aflFcfted the univerfal monar- 
chy of the then known world. In like man- 
ner hath abfolute power been purfuied by the 
feveral parties of each particular ftate : where- 
in frngle perfons have met with mod Aicceft, 
tho* the endeavours of thcy^w and the many 
have been frequent enough : yet being neither 
fo uniform in their designs, nor fo dire^ in their 
views, they neither could manage nor main- 
tain the power they had got j but were ever 
<!eceived by the popularity and ambition of 
fome iingle perfon. So that it will be always 
a wrong ftep in policy, for the nobles or com^ 
mom to car^ their endeavours after power (b 
far, as to overthrow the balance ; and it 
would be enoueh to damp their warmth in 
ftich purfuits, if they could once reflef^, that . 
in fuch a courfe they will be fure to run upon 
the very rock, that they meant to avoid ; 
which, I fuppofe, they would have us thinks 
is the tyranny of a fmgle perfon. 

Many examples might be produced of the 
endeavours of each of thefe three rivals ^fter ab- 
folute power i but I fhall fuit my difcourfe to 
the time I am writing in, and relate only fuch 
diflentions in Greece and Rome^ between tl^ 
nobles and commons^ with the confequences of 
them, wherein the latter were the aggreflbrs. 

I (hall begin vvith Greece, where my obfer- 
vations /hall be confined to Athens, though 
fr.venl inftanccs might be brought from other 
ftates tliercof. 
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C H A P. tl. 

Cf the dijfentions /« Athens, betuoeen thetv$t 
and the many. 

THESEUS is the firft, who is recorded 
wiih any appearance of truth to have 
brougl^t the Grecians from a barbarous man- 
ner of life, among fcattered villages, into ci- 
ties ; and to have cftablilhed the popular ftaie 
in Athens, ailigning to himfelf the .guardian- 
fliip of the laws and chief command in war. 
He Was forced after fome time to ieave the 
Athenians to their own meafures upon account 
of their feditious tempi^s, which ever conti- 
nued with them, till the final dilToUition of 
their government by the Romans. It feems, 
the country about Attica was the mod barren 
of any in Greece \ through which means it hap- 
pened, that the natives were neVer^xperied 
by the fury of invaders, (who thought it nbe 
worth a. conqueft) but continued always AbO" 
rigines\ and therefore retained through all re» 
%'olutions a tinfhire of that turbulent fpirit, 
wherewith their government began^ This 
inftitution of Thefeus appears to have been ra- 
ther a fort of mixed monarchy, than a popu- 
lar ftate, and^ for aught we know, might con- 
tinue (6 during the feries of kings till th^ 
death of Codrus, From this laft prince Solam 
was faid to be defcended $ who, finding the 
people engaged in two violent fadions of 
the poor and he rich, and in great confu- 

fioa 
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fion thereupon; refudnglhemonarchyy which 
was offered hini) chofe rather tp caft the go* 
vemment after another model, wherein he 
made due provifions for fettling the balance 
of power, chufmg a fenaAs of four hundred, 
and difpofing the magUbracies and ofHces ac- 
cording to men's eftates ; leaving to the mul- 
titude their votes in ele^ing, and the power 
of iudgins: certain procefiesby appeal. This 
council of four hundred was chofen, one hun- 
dred out of each tribe, and feeras to have been 
a body reprefentative of the people i though 
the people colle6live referved a ftiarc of power 
to thcmfclves. It is a point of hiftory per- 
plexed enough j but thus much is certain, 
that the balance of power was provided for ; 
clfe Pi/ifiratuSi called by authors the tyrant 
of Athens, could never have governed fo peace- 
ably, as he did, * without changing any of 
Sohu^s laws. Thefe feveral powers, together 
with that of, the archon or chief magifti-ate, 
made up the form of government in Atbensy 
at .what time it began to appear upon the fcene 
of aftiq^ and ftory. 

The firft great man bred up under this in- 
ftitution was Miltiadts, who lived about nine- 
ty years after SohVi and is reckoned to have 
been the firil great captain, not only of Athens, 
but of all Greece, From the time of Milti- 
ades to that of Pkocim, who is looked upon 
as the laft famous general of Athens, are about 
130 years : after which they were fubdued and 

infulted 

' . * Hcrodot. lib. i. 
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inftilted by, AUxandifr^% captains, and conti- 
nued under feveral revolutions a fmall truck- 
ling ftate, of no name or reputation, till they 
fell with the reft of Gnece under the power of 
the Romans^ 

Durinz this period firom Miltiades to Phoci-' 
0Jtr, I (hall trace the condu6^ of the Athenians 
with relation to their diifentions between the 
people and fome of their generals 3 who at 
that time, by their power and credit in the 
army, in a warlike commonwealthy and often 
fupported by each other, were with the ma- 
giftrates and other civil officers a fort of 
counterpoife to the power of the people, who 
iince the death of S$lon had already rnade^ 
great incroachments. What thefe diffenti* 
ons were, how founded, and what the con- 
fequences of them, I (hall briefly and impar* 
tially relate. 

I muft here premi(e, that the mbUs in A" 
tbtns were not' at this time a corporate zfkrn* 
bly, that I can gather ; therefore the refent- 
ments of the commons were ufually tur*'.ed 
a|;ainft particular perfons, and by way of ar* 
tides of impeachment. Whereas the com- 
mons in Rome^ and fome other ftates, as will 
appear in a proper place, though they follow- 
ed this method upon occaiion, yet generally 
puifued the enlargement of their power by 
more fet quaiTels ofone tntire aflembly a|;ainK 
another. However, the cuftom of particular 
impeachments being not limited to former 
ages, any more than that of general /Iru^gles 
and dilTcutions between fixed alTemblies of 
' noblcf 
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nobles and commons, and the ruin of Greece 
having been owing to the former, as that of 
Rome was to the latter^ I fhall treat on both 
ezprefly; that] thofe ftates who are con- 
cerned in either Tif at leaft there be any fuch 
now in the world) may, by obferving the 
means and iffues of former aiiTentions, learn 
whether the caufes are alike in theirs ; and, if 
they find them to be fo, may confider whe- 
ther they ought not juftly to apprehend the 
fame eife6ls. 

To fpeak of every particular perfon im- 
peached by the commons oi Athens within tho 
compafs defigned, would introduce the hiftory 
of ailmoft every gteat man they had among 
them : I (hall therefore take notice only of 
fix, who living in that period of time when 
Athens was at the height of its glory, as in-r 
deed it could not be otherwife while fuch 
hands were at the helm, though impeached 
for high crimes and mijdemeanorsy fuch as bri-^ 
bery^ arbitrary proceedings, mifapplying or em-^ 
bezzlin^ pubSc funds, ul conduQ at jea, and 
the like, were honoured and lamented by their 
country, as the ^prefer vers of it, and have had 
the veneration or all ages iince paid juflly to 
their memories. 

yCtlttades was one of the Athenian generals 
apainft the Perjian power, and the famous 
V16I017 at Marathon was chiefly owing to his 
valour and condu^. Being (ent fome time 
after to reduce the ifland Paros^ he miftook 
a great fire at a diftance for the fleet, and, be- 
ing no ways a match for them, fet ^i\\ ^^t 
C Atbcnit 
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ztg ufe. He had been^ a perfon of great 

.*vmg8 from the republic, was an tuhm^ 

ejpiakerf and very popular. ISsacamnts 

Y confufedi and be could -mot then ghve tbem 

therefore merely to divert that difficulty, 

1 the confequences of it, he was forced to 

gage his country in the Pehpomufian war, 

e longeft that was known in Greece^ and 

inch ended in the ruin of Jii^/iv/. 

The fame people, having reiblved to fubdue 

icily f fent a mighty fleet under the command 

)f NiciaSf Ljfimacbus, and AUibiades ; the 

two former perfons of aee and experience ; 

the laft a young man of noble birth, excellent 

education, and a plentiful fortune. A littte 

before the fleet (et fail, it feems one night the 

flone- images of tdercury^ placed in feveral 

parts of the city, were all pared in the face ; 

this adlion the Atbeniims interpreted for a de- 

fifi;n of deffaroying the popular ftate; and AU 

etbiades, having neen formerly noted for the 

like frolicks and excurfions, was immediate- 

ly accufed of this. He, whether eonfcious o 

bis innocence, or afliired of the fea-efy, offer 

ed to come to his tryal before he went to h 

command; this xht Atbemans refufed. By 

snoared io^nation at ieri»g his friend preferred 
hiinAlf negfe^, Goocludes an epiftle written la 
year 1698, ta Fleetwood Shephod, Efqj with t 
three lines t 

My fricad Cbt^la Mtm»t^pti% preferred. 
Nor would I hafe it long obferv*d 
That one «sv> eats whikf Vkr's flarvM 
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QS foon as he was got to Sicifyy thty fent for 
him back, defined to take the advantage, and 
profecute him in the abfence of his friends, 
and of the army, where he was very power- 
ful. It fe^ms, he underftood the relentments 
of a popular afTembly too well to tnift them 3 
and therefore, inftead of returning, efcaped 
to Sfarta ; where his defircs of revenge pre- 
vailm^ over his love for his country, he be- 
came Its greateft enemy. Mean while the 
Athenians before Sicily^ by the death of one 
commander, and the fuperftition, weaknefs, 
and perfect ill condu£( of the other, were ut- 
terly deftroyed, the whole fleet taken, and a 
milerable flaughter made of the army, where- 
of hardly one ever returned. Some time af- 
ter this AUUnades was recalled upon his own 
conditions by the necefllties of the people, 
and made chief commander at fea and land ; 
but his lieutenant engaging againft his pofitive 
orders, and being beaten by Ly/ander, Alci^ 
blades was again difgraced, and banifhed. 
However, the Athenians having loft all ftrength 
and heart fmce their misfortune at Sicily^ and 
now deprived of the only perfon that was able 
to recover their lofFes, i^pent of their raih- 
nefs, and endeavour in vain for his reftora- 
tion $ the Perfiau lieutenant, to whofe protec- 
tion he fled, making him a facrifice to the re- 
fentments of £y fonder the general of the /.a- 
cedemonianSf who now reduces all the domi- 
nions of the Athenians^ takes the city, razes 
their walls, ruins their works, and changes 
the form of their government j >NVv\cVvv\vo>i^ 
C 3 ^«ai«^ 
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lin reftored for fome time by TtrMj^^bmbk 

I their walls were rebnilt byCmtMr^ yel 

re we muft dite the .fall of the Aittmau 

eatneis $ the dominion and chief power in 

rwrrfrom that period tothe time of Akxam- 

er tbe Greats which wat about fifty yearfj 

leing dirided between the Spartam ana Tbi* 

mns. Though Fbilipy AUxander'% fathei 

(the mof cbri/Ham king of tfaataee) had indeed 

ibmc time bdbre begun to breuc in uoon the 

republics of Greece by oonqueft or hribtfy \ 

particularly dealimr hirfe mmev ammg f§m 

fepular oratirs, by which he Drought many 

of them, as the term of art was then» to Phi" 

Uppixe, 

In the time of AUxiMMder and his captainti 
the Atbenians were dflfered an opportunity o' 
recovering their liberty, and being reftored t 
their former ftate; but the'wi^ turn the 
thought to give the matter, was by an in 
peacbment and facrifice of the author, to hi 
«Ier the fuccefs. For, after the deftruAion 
Ibebes by Alexander^ this prince defigning ^ 
conqueft of Atbens was prevented by * f 
Wmt the Atbenian general, then ambafla 
from that ftate \ who by his great wifdom 
ikill at negotiations diverted Alexander f 
his defign, and reftored the Athenians t 
favour. The verv iame fuccefs he had 
• Antipater zivex AiixeuuUr\ death, at y 
time the government was new regulat 
Sohn^g laws : But Pohperebtti, in bati 

f 



^ The tult^ Portland^ Orkkky. 
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Pbocion, having^ by order of the young king» 
whofe governor he was, reftored thofe whom 
Phoden had banifhed, the plot fucceeded. 
Pbodon was accufed by popular orators^ and 
put to death. 

Thus was the moft powerful commonwealth 
of all Greece^ after CTeat degeneracies from 
the inftitntion of Soton^ utterly deftroyed by 
that raih, jealous, and inconftant humour of 
the people, which was never fatisiied to fee a 

general either inBorious or unfirtunaU \ fuch 
IJudges, as weU as re warders,' have popular 
mepMes been, of thofe who beft deferved 
m>m them. 

Now the circumftance, which makes thefe 
examples of more importance, is, that this 
very power of the people in Athens^ claimed 
fo confidently ff r an inherent rigbt, and iniift^ 
cd on as the undoubted prvvil^e of an Athe- 
nian bom^ wa3 the ranked incroachmentima* 
einable, and the grofleft degeneracv from the 
form that Solon left them. In mort, their 
government was grown into a dominatio plebiSf 
or tyranny of the teople, who by degrees had 
broke and overthrown the bjuance, which 
that legiilator had very well fixed and pro- 
vided for. This appears not only from what 
has been already faid of that law-giver, but 
more manifefily from a parage in Diodorus ; 
who tells us, * That Antipater, one of Altx* 
anderV captains^ abrogated the -popidar go* 
vfrnment (in Athens) and rj^ored tbjt power 

• lib. lit 
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rages and magiftracy to fitch onh^ as tvert 

h t<wo thou/and drachmas ; by whicb meanly 

\\ty that republic came to be \agaiM'\ ad- 

ftered by tbe la^vs of Solon. By this quo- 

>n it is manifell that great author looked 

)n Solon''s inftitution, and popular govern- 

nt,' to be two different things. And, as 

■ this reftorafion by Antifatery it bald nci- 

sr cgnfequenge nor continuance worth ob- 

fVing. 

I might eafily produce many more exam- 
les, but thefe are fufiicient : and it may be 
ATorth the reader''s time to reflect a little on 
the merits of thecaufe, as well as of the men, 
who bad been thus dealt with by their coun- 
try. I (hall dire6l him no fiinher than by 
repeating, that Ariftides was the moft renown* 
ed by the people themfelves for his cxa£^ juf- 
iice and knonuledge in tbe lofw ; that ^hemiJtO' 
cles was a moft fortunate admiral, and had 
got a mghty 'vi^oty o^er tbe ^reat king of Per- 
\\di^s fleet ; that Pericles was an able minifter 
HfftatCy an excellent orator, and a man oj let 
ters: and laftly, that Phocion, befides th 
fuccefs of his arms> was al fo* renowned fc 
his negotiations abroad, baving in an embaj 
brought tbe greateft monarch of tbe nvorld 
that time to the terms of an honourable peace^ 
wiflncb his country *was preferved, 

\ (hail conclude my remarks upon Atl 
with the charafter j^ven us of that people 
Pofybius, About this time, iays he, tbe A' 
nians <were governed by tnvo men \ quite 
in their affairs j bad lit fie or no commerce « 
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fbt rip of Greece^ and were become great re^ 
<verincers of crtywned beads, 

For^ from the time of Alexander''^ captains 
till Greece was fubdued bv the Roniansy to th6 
latter part of which this defcription of Po^bi* 
us falls in, Athens never produced one famous 
man either for councils or arms, or hardly for 
learning. And indeed it was a daik infipid 
period through all Greece : for except the A^ 
cbman league under Aratus and Pbilopamen^ 
ajad the endeavours of Agis and Cleomenes to 
reftoFe the ftate'of Sparta^ £0 frequently har« 
raffed by tyrannies occafioned by the popular 
prtl^ces of the epboH, there was very little 
worth recording. All which confeauences 
may perhaps be juftly imputed to thb degene* 
T9cy of Atlifu. 

CHAP. in. 

Of the dijentions between the tatriclans and 
pUbsiant m Rome, tu'ub w confequencts 
tb^ bad upon tbatfiate^ 

HAvinjg in the foregoing chapter confined 
myielf to the procee£n^s of the com- 
mons only by the method oi impeacbments a- 
cainft particular perfons, with ^ the fatal ef- 
f e5b they had upon the ftate of Athens, I (hall 
now treat of the diflentions at Rome between 
^he jpeople and the collefUve body of the pa^ 
trictOMs or nobles. It is a large fubje^t, out 
I ihall draw it into as narrow a compaft as I 
fan. 
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As Greece^ from the mod antient acconntt 
vre have of it, was divided into fevei'al king- 
doms, fo was moft part of Italy * into feveral 
petty commonwealths. And as thofe kings 
jn Greece arc f^id to have been depofed by 
their people upon the fcore of their arbitrary 
proceedings, lb on the contrary the common- 
wealths of Italy wer& all fwallowed up, and 
concluded in the tyranny of the Roman em* 
perors. However, the differences between 
thofe Grecian monarchies, and Italian repub- 
lics, were not very great: for, by the ac- 
counts Homer gives us of thofe Grecian prin- 
ces who came to the iiege of Troyy as weH as 
by feveral paffages in the Odyjfesy it is mani- 
fftft, that tne power of thefe princes in their 
feveral ftates was much of a nzc with that of 
the kings in Sparta^ the archon at Athens 
the fuffetes at Carthage^ and the confuls v. 
Rome : fo that a limited and divided powe 
feems to have been the moft antient and inh( 
rent principle of both thofe people in matte 
of government. And fuch did that of Rw 
continue from the time of Romulus, thou 
with fome interruptions, to Julius Caf4 
when it ended in the tyranny of a iingle p 
fon. During which period ^not many yf 
longer than h-om the Norman conqueft to 
age) the commons were growing by de? 
into power and property, gaining ground 
on the patricians, as it ^re, inch by i 
till at laft they quite overturned the bal; 

lei 
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leaving all doors open to thepra£lices of po- 
pulv and ambitious men, who deftroyied the 
wiieft republic, and enflaved the nobleft peo- 
ple that ever entered upon the ftage ot the 
world. By what fteps and degrees this was 
brought to pafs, (hall be the fubjeft of my 
prefent inquiry. 

While Rome was governed by kings, the 
monarchy was altogether elective. Romulus 
himfeif, when he had biiilt the city, was 
declared king by the univerfal content of 
the people, and by augUry, which was there 
underftood for divine appointment. Among 
other diviiions he made of- the people, one 
Was into patficiam and plebeians : the former 
were like the barons of England fomc time af- 
ter the conqueft ; and the latter are alfo de-« 
fcribed to be almoil exactly what our commons 
were then. For they were dependants upon 
the patricians, whom they chofe for their pa- 
trons and protestors, to anfwer for their ap* 
pearance, and defend them in any procefs : 
they alfo fupplied their patrons with money 
in exchange w their protection. This cuf- 
\om ot patronage, it feems, was very antient, 
and long jpraftifed among the Greeks, 

Out or thefe patricians Romulus chofe an 
hundred to ht^LJ'enatey ot grand council ^ for 
advice and afHftance to him in the adminiftra- 
tion. The Ibnate therefore originally confift- 
ed all of noblest and wefe of themfelves & 
ftanding council, the people being only con- 
voked upon i\ich occaiions, as by this mftitu- 
tlon of Romulus fell into their cognizance -. 
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thofe were to conftitute magiftrates, to eive 
their votes for making laws, and to aoRrife 
upon entering on a war. But the two for- 
mer of thefe popular privileges were to be con- 
firmed by authority of the ienate $ and the laft 
was only permitted at the king*8 plcafure. 
This was the utmoft extent of power pretend* 
td to by the ccmmons in the time of Romuhu } 
all the reft being divided between the king 
and the fenate j the whole agreeing very near- 
ly with the conftitutlon of Engiand for ibme 
cchturies after the conqueft. 

After a yeai's inter-regnufft from the death 
of Romulus the Icnate of their own authority 
chofc a fuccciTor, and a ftrangcr, merely up- 
^ on the fame of his virtue, without afking the 
confent of the commons ; which cuftom they 
llkcwife obferved in the two following kings. 
But in the eleftion of Tdrquinius Prtfcus^ Oic 
fifth king, we firft hear mentioned, that it 
was done fopult impetratd *vema j which in- 
deed was but very reafonable for a irtn people 
to expe^l ; though I cannot remember, in my 
little readine, by what incidents they were 
brought to advance fo great a ftep. However 
it were, this prince in gratitude to the people, 
by whofe cunfent he was chofcn, elcQed a 
liundred fenator^ out of the commons, whofe 
number, with formci additions, was now a- 
mounted to three hundred. 

The people, havir.g once difcovered their 
own ftrength, did foon take occafion to exert 
it, and th^i? by veiy great degrees. For at 
this king "s* death, who was murdered, by the 

Ibns 
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fons of a former, being at a lofs for a fuccef- 
for^ Sifvius Tuilius, a ftranger, and of mean 
cxtradUoHy .was chofen protestor of the king- 
dom by ihtpeoph, without the confentof the 
feDate ; at which the nobles being difpleafed^ 
be wholly applied himfelf to gratify the com« 
monsy and was by them declared and confum* 
ed no longer prote^or, but kine. 

This prince firft introduced uie cuftom of 
giving freedom to fervants, {o as to become 
citizens of equal privileges with the reft» 
which very much contributed to increafe the 
power of uitpioph. 

Thus in a very few years the commons 

proceeded fo far, as to wreft even the power 

of chufmg a king intiiely out of the hands of 

the nobles ; which was fo great a leap, and 

caufed fuch a convulfion and ftruggle in the 

ftate, that the conftitution could not bear it i 

but civil diflentions arofe, which immediately 

were followed by the tyranny of a fmgle per- 

fon, as this was by the utter fubverfion of the 

legal government, and by a fettlement upon a 

new foundation. For the nobles, fpited at 

this indi^ity done them by the commons, 

firmly united in a body, depofed this prince 

by pldn force, and choie Tarquin the Proud^ 

who, running into all the forms and methods 

of tyranny, after a cruel reign, was expelled 

by an univerfal concurrence of nobles and 

people, wh^m the miferies of his reign had re* 

conciled. 

When the confular^ovemment began, the 
balance of power between the n^blts axvA ^^2^*- 
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beians was fixed anew s the two firft coiifull 
were nominated by the nobtet^ and c6nfirincd 
bv the commons 3 and a law was enaftedt 
That no jperfon (hould bear any magiftracy in 
Rtmif ififitfu p9puiu that is, without coipMt 
qftbg commdHS, 

In fuch turbuleftt times as thefe, many 
poorer citizens had contraCled numerous debts 
cither to the richer fort among themfelvesy or 
to (enators aiid othe^ nobles : and the cafe of 
debtors in Rome for the firft four * centuries 
was> after the fet time for payment, no chdic6 
but cither to pay or be the creditor's flave. lit 
this )nff6tttre the commons leave the City in 
mutiny and difcontent, and will not netum 
but upon condition to be acquitted of all their 
debts I and moreover^ that certain maciftratea 
be chofen yearly, who(e bufiftefs it mail be 
to defend the commons from injuries. Thefii 
are called tribitnet of the peoplci their tMribtii 
are held facred and imridlable^ and ibe people 
bind themfelf es by oath nerer to abrogate the 
ofBce. Bythef^ tribunes, inprocefs ef tine^ 
the people were grofly impofed On to ieirf e the 
turns and occaftons of revengeful or ambiti- 
ous men, and to commit fuch exorbitances ta 
could not end, but in the diflblution of the 
government. 

Thefe* tribunes, a year or two after their 
inftitution, kindled great diflentions between' 
the nobles and the commons on the account 
ofCorialamts, a nobleman, whom the latter 

had 
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had impeached^ and the confequences of whole 
impeachment (if I had not confined myfelf to 
Grtc'uat examples for that part of mr fubjefi) 
had like to have been fo fatal to their Aate. 
And from this time the tribunes began a cuf- 
torn of accufing to. the people whatever nobles 
they pleafedy ieveral of whom were banilhed 
or put to death in every age. 

At this time the Romans were very much 
engaged in wars with their neighbouring 
ftates ) but upon the leaft intervals of peace 
the Quarrels between the nobles and plebeians 
would revive ; and one of the moft frequent 
liibje^b of their differences was the con^nd 
UmUf which tiie commons would fain have 
divided among the public} but the fenate 
could not be brought to give their confent. 
For feveral of the wifeft among the nobles be* 
gan to apprehend the growing power of the 
people ) and therefore, knowing what an ac« 
cefiion thereof would accrue to them by fuch 
an addition of property, uied all meant to 
prevent it : for this the Appuut family was 
BM>ft noted, and thereupon mod hated by the 
commons* One of them^ having made a (peech 
againft this divlfion of lands, was impeached 
by the people of high treafun, and a day ap* 
pointed for his trial | but, difdaining to make 
nis defence, he chofis rather the ufual Roman 
mncdy of killing himfelf j after whofe death 
the commons prevailed, and the lands were 
divided among them« 

This point was no fooner gained, but ne«r 
dUfontions began} for the p\ebe\%Ti% ^oxiW 
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fain have a law enabled to lay all mens rigiits 
and piivileges upon the fame level j and to 
enlarge the power of every magiftrate within 
his own jurifdi^kion, as much as that of the 
confuls. The tribunes alfo obtained to havp 
their number doubled, which before was five s 
and the author tells us, * that their infolence 
and power increased with their number, and' 
the (editions were alfo doubled with it. 

By the beginning of the fourth century .from 
the building of Romeg the tribunes proceeded 
fo far in the name of the commons, as to ac. 
cufe and fine the confuls themfelves, who re^ 
prefented kingly power. And the fenate ob-> 
ferving, how in all contentions they were 
forced to yield to the tribunes and people, 
thought it their wifeft courfe to give way alfo 
to time 3 therefore a decree was made to fend 
ambalTadors to Athens^ and to the other Cre^ 
cian commonwealths planted in that part of 
Italy called Gracia Major^ to make a collec- 
tion of the beft laws $ out of which, and ibme 
of their own, a new compleat body of law 
was formed, afterwards known by the name 
of the iatvsoftbe tiuekje tables. 

To digeft thefe laws into order ten mea 
were cholen, and the adminiftration of all af- 
fairs left in their hands j what ufe they made 
of it has been already (hewn. It was certain- 
Iv a great revolution, produced indrely bjr 
the many unjuft incroachments of the people s 
and mi^ht have wholly changed the ^te or 
B^ome^ if the folly and vice of thofe, who 

were 




IH ATHENS AND ROME. 41 

i chiefly concerned^ could have fuffered it 
to take root. 

A few years after the commons made far- 
ther advances on the power of the nobles ; de- 
manding among the reft that the confulfhip» 
which hitherto had only been diipoi'ed to the 
former, fhould now lie in common to the 
pretenfions of any Roman whatfoever. This, 
though it failed at prefent, yet afterwards ob- 
tainedy and was a mighty ftep to the ruin of 
the commonwealth. 

What I have hitherto faid of Romet has 
been collefted out of that exa6l and diligent 
writer Dhnjifius Halicamaffeus, whofe hiftory, 
through the injury of time^ reaches no far- 
ther man to the beginning of the fourth cen- 
tury after the building of Rome. The reft I 
fiiail fupply from other authors, though I do 
sot think it neceffary to reduce this matter any 
further fo very particularly, as I have hither- 
to done. 

To point at what time the balance of power 
was moft equally held between the lordi and 
€ommons in Rome^ would perhaps admit a con- 
troveriy. • Polybius tells us, that in the fe- 
cond Punic w^ the Carthaginians were de- 
cliningy becaufe the balance was got too much 
on the fide of the people $ whereas the Romatts 
were in their greateft vigour by the power re- 
maining in the ienate : yet this was between 
two and three hundred years after the period 
•f Dtoftjfau ends with; in which time the 

D 3 CQltt- 
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commons had made feveral further acqiiifi< 
tions. This however miift be gi-smtcd, thi 
(till about the middle of the fourth century^ 
when the fciiute appeared refolute upon ex 
erting theii* authority, and adhered clofd] 
together, they did often carry their point, i 
Befides, it is obferved by the bed authon 
that in all the quairels and tumults at Romt 
from the expulfion of the kings, though th 
people frequently proceeded to rude contume 
lious lanfi;ua|;ey and fomctimes fo far as h 
pull and haul on^ another about the fonm 
yet no blood was ever drawn in popular com 
motions, till the time of the Graccbi: how 
ever, I am of opinion, that the balance hai 
begun many years before to lean to the po 
puTar fide. But this default was corref^ed 
paitly by the principle juft mentioned, o 
never drawing blood in a tumult ; partly b; 
the warlike genius of the people, which ii 
thofe ages was almoft perpetually employed 
and partly by their great commanders, wh 
by the credit they had in their armies fell int 
the fcales as a further counterpoife to th 
growing power of the people. Beiides, Pol 
Vfus, who lived in the time of Scipio Afric 
nus the younger, had the fame appreheniio 
of the continual incroachments made by f 
commons \ and being a perfon of as great 
bilities, and as much fagacity, as any of 
»ge, from obferving the corruptions, wh 
lit f^ys, had already entered into the R^ 
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oonftitution, did very nearly Corstel what 
would be the iiTue of them. His words are 
T«iy r-emai'kabley aad with little addition may 
be rendered to this purpoTe; * TTiat tbafg ^m^ 
httfei oftd corruptumSf <woicJ) in time defirofa 
go-vimmint^ «rv finjim idang miitb the wtfy 
jeed^ of Ut and hotb gronu up together ; anfi 
that as rufi eats enuttf irovp nvorms devour 
wood, and hotb are afurt qfpUfgues horn etnd< 
bred abfig ivitb the fubftance they defiroy \ fOp 
nvitb every form audfcbeme of goverttmeut that 
mam can htventf fime wee or eorruftien creef^ 
in fwitb the very inffttutump nulncb grows t^ 
edettg nvitbf and at loft defiroys ^. f The 
lame author in another place ventures To far 
ju to eueTs at the particular fate, wiiicb would 
«ttena the /i^MRMW government. He fays, its 
ruin would ai'ife nom the popular tumults^ 
which would introduce a domnatio flebisf or 
jtyi^anny of the people j wherein it is certatpi 
he had reafon» and therefore might have adU 
'Ventured to pwfiie his conje^bires fo far, as 
to the conjfequences qf a popular tyranny^ 
which^ as perMtual experience teaches, nevef^ 
iiuls to be followed by the arbitrary govem* 
ment of a fmgle pexTon. 

About the middle of the fourth century 
from the building of Homes it was declared 
lawful for nohle^ and plebeians to intermarry $ 
which cuftom among many other %te8 has 
proved the moft eife^bial means to ruin the 
former^ and raife the latter. 

D 4 And 
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And now the greatcft employments in the 
ftate vrere one after another, by laws forcibly 
enacted by the cotnmonsy made free to the peo- 
ple> the amful/bip itfelf^ the office of cenfor, 
that of the auaftors or commiffioners. of the trea^ 
futy, the omce of prsetory or chief juftice, the 
prtefihoody and even that of dilator : the fe- 
nate, after long oppofition, yielding mei-ely 
for pi'efent quiet to the continual, urging cla* 
mours of the commons , and of the/n'^xiffi'/ their 
advocates. A law was likewife ena£^ed, that 
the pkbifdtaf or a vote of the boufe of commonif 
ihould be of univerfal obligation ; nay, in 
time the method of ena£ling Jaws was wriolly 
inverted ; for, whereas the fenate ufed of old 
to confirm the plebifata, the people did at laft, 
as they plcafed, confirm or $tifannul the *yr«> 
natufconfulta, 

jfppius Claudius brought in a cuftom of ad- 
mitting to the fenate the Tons of freed men, 
or of fuch who once had been flaves ; by which^ 
.and fucceeding alterations .of the like nature, 
that great ccmncil degenerated into a moft 
•corrupt and fadious body of men, divided 
a^inil itfelf ; and Its autnority became der 
fpifed. 

The century and half following, to the end 
of the third Punic wai' by the deilru6^ion of 
Carthage f was a very bufy period at Rome { 
the intwals between every war being fo fliort, 
that the tribunes and people had hardly leifure 
or bi-eath to engage in domeftic difTentions : 

how- 
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however, Uie little time they could fpare, was 
generally employed the fame way. So Teren^ 
titts Leo, a tribune^ is recorded to have bafeiy 
proftituted the privileges of a Roman citizen, 
u perfect fpite to the nobles. So the great 
African Scipto and his brother, after all their 
mighty fervices, were impeached by an un- 
grateful commons* 

However, the warlike genius of the people, 
and continual employment they had for it, 
ierved to divert this humour from running 
into a heady ,tUl the a^ of the Gracchi, 

Thefe perfons, entenng the fcene in the time 
of a fiill peace, fell violently upon advancing 
the povirer of the people by reducing into prac- 
tice all thofe incroachmentSy which they had 
been £0 many years gaining. There were at 
that time certain conquered uiniis to be divided, 
beiide 9. great private ejfate left by a king : theie 
the tribunes f by procurement of the ehier 
Gracchus, declared by their legiflative autho- 
rity were not to be difpoled of by the noble/, 
but by the commons only. The younger bro- 
ther purfued the fame defign ; and beudes ob- 
tained a law, that all Italian/ ihould vote at 
elections, as well as the citizens of Rome: 
in fhorty the whole endeavours of them both 
perpetually turned upon retrenching the no- 
bles authority in all things, but efpeqjally in 
the matter of judicature. And, though they 
both loft their lives in thofe purfuits, yet they 
traced out (uch ways, as were afterwards fol- 
lowed by Marias, Sylla, Pcmfey, andC«jdr^ 
, D 5 Vi 
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to the ruin of the Roman freedom aod gttar* 
nefs. 

For in the time of Marius Saturmmu a tri* 
bune procured a law, that the fenate ihould 
be bound by oath to agree to whatever th»> 
people ihould enafl: and Marius himfelfr 
while he was in that office of tribune, is |ne- 
corded to have with great induftry ufed all en- 
deavours for deprcifing the noMes^ and i-aifing 
the people^ particularity for 4:rampine the for- 
mer in their ^o<m;^ ^jud&caturey which was 
tbiir mofi ancient inherent righU 

SyUa by the fame meafures became abiblute 
tyrant t)f Ktimt i be added three hundred conv* 
mons to the fenate, which perplexed the pow- 
er of the whole order^ and rendered it inef- 
fe6hial ; then flinging off the ma(k, he abo- 
liihed die office of tribune, as being oxdy % 
fcaffiold to tyranny^ whereof he had no fur^ 
ther uft. 

As to ?onipe^ and Cafar^ Flutarcb tells uf, 
that their union for pulling down the nobiit 
(by their credit with the people) was the caufit 
of the civil war, which ended in the tyranny 
of the latter \ both of them in their conful- 
Aiips having ufed all endeavours and occafi- 
ons for finking the authority of the patricians^ 
and giving way to all incroachments of the 
people, wherein they expelled beft to find 
their own account. 

From this deduction of popular incroach^ 
ments in Rome, the reader will eafily judgeii 
how much the balance was fallen upon &iL 
Sde, Jfndced by X\&% VOM th« vcr^ founda- 
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tion WM remoredy and it was a moral im- 
pofRbiltty, that tke republic could fubfift any 
longer : for the c§mmoHj having ufurped the 
oflicei of ftatei and trampled on the fenate, 
there was no government left but a domin^iv 
pubis. Let lis therefore cixamine how they 
proceeded in this conjuncture. 

I think it is an univerfal truth, that the peo- 
ple are much more dextrious at pulling down 
and iettine up» than at preferving what is 
fxed} and they are not fonder of feizing 
more than their own, than they are of deliver- 
ing it up again to the nxjorft bidder, with their 
own into the bargain. For although, in their 
corrupt notions 6f divine worfhip, they are 
apt to multiply their gods ; yet their earthly 
devotion is leldom paid to above one idol at 
a time of their own creation, whofeo^rr they 
pull with lefs murmurine and much more ikiil* 
than when they flare the ladings or even belk 
tbe helm. 

The feveral provinces of the Re/xofi empire 
were now governed by the great men of their 
ftate i thofe upon the frontiers with powerful 
armies either tor conqueft or defence, Thefe 
governors upon any defisnis of revenge or 
ambition were fure to meet with a divided 
power at home, and therefore bent all their 
thoughts and applications to clofe in with the 
people, who were now by many degiees the 
ihxmger party. Two of the greateft fpirits^ 
that Rome ever produced, happened to live 
at the fame time, and to be en^^ed \w tlbs. 
fame purfmt § and tkw »t u \wiiS.u\^ ^^ tti^ 
D 6 ^'*^' 
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dangerous for fuch a conteft: thelie were 
Fcmpey and Cafar^ two ftars of fudi magni- 
tudcy that their conjunSion was as likely to be 
fatal, as their oppofition. 

The tribunes and people, having now Aib- 
dixed all competitors, be^an the laft game of 
a prevalent populace, which is that oichuiing 
themfelves a mafier\ while the nobles forelaw, 
and ufed all endeavours left them to prevent 
it. The people at firft made Pon^ey their ad- 
miral wilh full power over all the Mediter* 
raneofif foon after captain- general of all the 
Rofffon forces, and governor of Jfia. Pvmpey 
on the other fide reftored the office of tribune^ 
which Sylla had put down ; and in his con- 
fulihip procured a law for examining into the 
mifcarriages of men in office or command for 
twenty years faft. Many other examples of 
Fompiy^ popularity are left us on record, who 
was a peife6l favourite of the people, and 
defigned to be more $ but his pretenfions grew 
ftald for want of a timely opportunity of 
introducing them upon the nage. For Otfar 
with his legions in Gaul was a perpetual 
check upon his defigns ; and in the ans of 
plcafing the people did foon after get many 
lengths beyond him. For he tells us himfelt, 
that the fenate by a bold effort having made 
Ibme fevere decrees againft his proe^din^s, 
fluid againft the tribunes, thefeall left the city, 
and went over to his party, and coniequcnuy 
along vnth them the affettions and intereiu 
of tM people ) which is further manifeft from 
tiit Mccounu he gives us of the citixcni in fe- 
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▼eral towns mutinying againft their comman- 
dersy and delivering both to his devotion. 
Befides C^far'% public and avowed preten- 
fions for beginning the civil war were to re- 
ftore the tribunes and the people oppre0ed (as 
he pretended) by the mbUs, . 

This forced Pompey, asainft his inclinati- 
onsy upon the neceflity of changing fides, for 
fear of being fbrfaken oy both ; and of clofing 
in with the fenate and chief magiftrates, by 
whom ht vras chofen general againft Cafar, 

Thus at length thefinate (zt leaft the pri- 
mitive part of them, the mbles) under Pom^ 
pey^ and the commtns under Cs^fafy came to a 
final deciiion of the long quarrels between 
tbem. For, I think, the ambition of private 
men did by no mean^ begin or occafion this 
war ; though civil dilTentions never failed of 
introducing and fpiriting the ambition of pri- 
vate men ; who thus become indeed the great 
■ inftruments for deciding fuch ({uarrels, and 
at laft are fure to feize on the prize. But no 
man, that fees a flock of vultures hovering 
over two armies ready to engage, can juftly 
charge the blood drawn in the battle to them, 
though the carcaifes fall to their (hare. For, 
while the balance of power is equally Held, 
the ambition of private men, whether orators 
or great commanders, give neither danger nor 
fear, nor can poilibly enilave their country ; 
but, that once broken, the divided parties are 
forced to unite each to its head, under whofe 
conduct or fortune one fide is at firft vi6^ori- 
ous, and at M both are Aavti. Kxk\ m^ y^ 
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it paft difpute, that this intire fubverfion of 
the Rtman liberty and conftitution was alto« 
ffether owing to thofc meafureSy which had 
broke the baJance between iht fatricimns and 
fUbiioMSf whereof the ambition of particular 
men was but an efZeft and confequence, we 
need only confidcr^ that when the uncomipt* 
ed part of the fenate had, by the death of 
Crfmrt made one gi^eat effort to leftore their 
former ftate and liberty^ the fuccefs did not 
anfwer their hopes, but that whole aflembly 
was fo funk in its authority, that thofe pa- 
triots were forced to fly, and give way to the 
madneft of the people, wlio by Uieir own difpo- 
fitionsy ftirred up with the harangues of their 
orators, were now wholly bent upon Angle 
and despotic Aavery. Elie, how could fuch 
t oroAigate as Atttonyy or a boy of eight-- 
ted»;,iil^ OSofviuSi ever dare to dream of g^v* 
ing the law to fuch an empire and people ^ 
wherein the latter fucceeded, and entailed the" 
vileft tyranny, that heaven in its anger ever 
inflicted on a corrupt and poifoned people. 
And this, with fo little appearance at CgtfRr*t 
death, that when (^kero wrote to Brutus^ how 
he had prevailed by his credit with OSofvhu 
to promife him (Brutus) pardon and fecurity 
for his perfony that great Rmuui received t)M 
notice with the utmott indignity, and return- 
ed Cicir» an anfwer, yet upon record, full of 
the higheft refentment and contempt for fuch 
an offer, and from fuch an hand. 

Here ended all ihew and fiiadow of libertf 
in R^me* Here was tlM lepofitory ef all the 

wife 
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wife contentions and ftruggles for poorer be- 
tween the nobles and commons^ lapped op 
fafely in the bofom of a Nero and a GtUgula, 
a Tiberiut and a Domitian. 

Let vs now £ee from this deda£Hon of par- 
ticvlar impeadinients, and geneial diiTenti- 
ons in Grace and Romey what concluTions 
may naturally be formed for inftrufkion of 
any other ^ate, that may haply upon many 
pointt labour under die like circumftances. 

CHAP. IV. 

UPON the (bbjeft of impeacbmeiels we 
may ob&rvey that the cuflom of accuf- 
ing the nobles to the feople^ either by them- 
lerres^or their orators, (now ftyled an impeach- 
meat m the name ef the commons) hath been 
very ancient both in Greece and Rome, as well 
'as at Ceartbage ; and therefore may feem to be 
'die inherent rizht of a free people^ nay, per- 
bape it is realty (b > but then it is to be con- 
£deredy firft, «iat this cuftom was peculiar 
-to lepoblicsy or luch ftates, where the admi- 
niftration lay principally in the hands of the 
coimnonsy and ever raged more or Icib, ac- 
cording to their incroochments upon ab^lute 
flower ; having been always looked upon by 
tbewlfeft men and beft authors of thofe times, 
as an eiiv6l of licentioufnefs, and not of li- 
)»erty \ a diftin£tiony which no multitude ei- 
ther reprefented or coUeSi've hath been at any 
lime very nice in obferving. However^ ^er- 
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p^icfainff particular men may CeOa to be no*' 
thing euey but the people*8 chufm^ upon oe« 
eafion to exercife their own jurifdi^Uon in per<- 
fon ; as tf a king of England ihould fit as 
chief jufUce in hit court of kag*S'hiMcb^ 
vrhichy they fay, in former times he fome- 
times did. But in Sparta, which was called 
a kingly govemmenty though the people were 
perfeSly Tree, yet, becaufe the adminiftratioa 
was in two kings and ^e gpbori with the af- 
iiftance of the fenate, we read of no impeach<* 
ments by the people> nor was the procefs a* 
gainft great men, either upon account of am- 
bition or ill condufty though it reached fome- 
times to kings themfelves, ever formed that 
way, as I can recolle£l, but only pafled thro* 
thofe hands, where the' adminiftration lay. 
So likewife during the regal government of 
Rome, though it was inftituted a mixed mo- 
narchy, and the people made great advances 
in power, yet I do not remember to have 
read of one impeachment from the commons 
againft a patrician, until the confular ftate. 
began, and the people had made great in- 
croachments upon the adminiftration. 

Another thing to be confidered is, that, al- 
lowing this right of impeachment to be as in- 
herent as they pleafe, yet, if the commons . 
have been perpetually miftaken in the merits 
of the caufes and the perfons, ay well as in ' 
the confequences of fuch impeachments upon 
the peace of the ftate, we cannot conclude 
lefs, than that the commons in Greece and 
Rpmf (whatever may be in other ftates) were 
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by no means qualified either as profecutors or 
judges in fuch matters i and therefore, that it 
would have been prudent to have referved 
diefe privileges dormant, never to be produ- 
ced but upon very great and urging occa(i-> 
ons, where the ftate is in apparent danger, 
the univerfal body of the people in clamours 
againft the adminiftration, and no other re- 
medy in view. But for a few popular ora- 
tors or tribunes, upon the fcore of perfonal 
piques ; or to employ the pride they conceive in 
feeing them/elves 4it the bead of a party ; or as 
a method for adHumcement 5 or moved by cer» 
tain ponvetful arguments that could make De- 
mofthenes Pbilippis&e: for fuch men, I fay, 
when the ftate would of itfelf gladly be quiet, 
and hath, befides, affairs of the laft impor- 
tance upon the anvil, to impeacb Miltiades ^ 
efier a great naval vi&ory^ for not purfmng 
the VcrCiSLn fleet : to impeacb Ariftides, the per- 
fon mofi verfed among them in the knowledge and 
praBice of their laws^ for a bUnd fitjpicion of 
bis a^ing in an arbitrary <way (that is, as tb^ 
expound it, not in concert luttb the people :) to 
impeacb Pericles, ^er all bis fervices, for a 
fnv inconfideralde accounts $ or to impeacb 
Phocion, <who had been guilty of no other crime 
but negociating a treaty for the peace andfecu^ 

rity 

• Though in other paiTages lord Orford'z charac- 
ter ia fuppofed to be drawn under the name of 7^^- 
mifiocUs, yet he feems to be reprefented by Miltiades 
here; for 7i&e»v^M/ri was not impeached aX. ^W. ^t« 
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ritjf of bis CMoUry : what could the contimi 
ance of fuch proceedings end in, but the nt 
ter dilcouragement of all virtuous a^ons nm 
peribnsy and coniequently in the ruin of i 
iiatc ? therefore the hiftorians of thofe age 
i^ldom fail to fet this matter in all its lightt 
leaving us the higheft and moft honouraU 
uifos of thofe perfons, who fuffered bv th 
periecution of the people, together with th 
fatal confequences they had, and how th 
perfecutors leldom failed to repent, whea i 
was too late. 

Tliefe impeachments perpetually falling up 
on many ot the heft men both in Gnece am 
RovUf are a cloud of witneiles, and exam 
pies enough to difcourage men of virtue ani 
abilities from engaging in the fervice of th 
public i and help on the other fide to intro 
duce the ambitious, the covetous, the fuper 
ficial, and the ill-defigning j who are as ap 
to be bold, and forward, and meddling, a 
the former are to be cautious, and mwA 
and referved. This was {o well known i] 
Greeire, that an eagemefs after employment 
in the &itt was looked upon by wife mea 
as the worft title a man could £bt up j ■» 
made Plato fay, IhU, if all min wirt tu gtOk 
as tbef ought, the ipmml Us a romsmmuioll 
vjuould bi^ not as it is now, nvbo ihould bi m 
niflers ofjiate, but <wbo Jbould not befo. Ani 
* Socrates is introduced by XenopboM ieverel; 
chiding a friend of his for not entering ii 
the public fervice, when he was every waj 

quail 
^ Iiib* Memono* 
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i|ua]ified for it t fuch a backwardnefs there 
was ;it that time among good men to engage 
«rith an ufurping people, and a fett of ^i^" 
matical fitnhitious orators. And * Dlodorm 
tit\\% usy that when the petalifm was erefted at 
SyrmcupBy in imitation of the f ojracifm ft 
Jtbfnsy it was To notorioudy levelled againft 
all who bad either birth or merit to recom- 
mend them, that whoever polTeiTed either, 
withdrew for fear, and would have no con* 
cent in public aflfairs. So that the people 
jthcmfclves were forced to abrogate it for fear 
of bringing all things into confufion. 

There is one thing more to be obferved, 
wherein all the popular impeachments in 
Gnece and Rome feemed to have agreed ; and 
that was, a notion they had of being con- 
(ccrned in pomt of honour to copdemn what- 
mfft ppribn they impeached, however frivo- 
lous the articles were, upon which they be- 
gan, 

* Lib. XT* 

-f- Oftracifia was a kind of popular fentence to 
fcsniihmcat pafled agtioft men whofe perfonal inila- 
CBCSf from whaterer caufe, was thought to render 
them dangerous to the ftate : the votes were given by 
writaog the name of the perfon on a iheli, by the 
Cneh, called ^rfouKor, and cafting the ihell into an 
■fn* 

PitaKfm was a fentence nearly of the fame kind i 
and as Ofiradfm was denominated from the fhel), on 
mhUk the name of the fufpedled party were written^ 
PfUUifm took its name from witeCNa^ a Inf ^ «bx^ 
the Sjrmv^an oAd toi the (aspe ^ut^W* 
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gaoy or however weak the farmifesy whereon 
they were to proceed in their proofs. For» tt» 
conceive that the body of the people could be 
miftaken, was an indignity not to be imagiii- 
cdy till the confequences had convinced them^ 
when it was pad remedy. And I look Wmi 
this as a fate, to which all popular accuiati- 
ons are fubje^ $ though I fhould think tint 
the faying, Vqx popuU <uox Dei, ought to bt 
undei^od of the univerfal bent and current 
of the people, not of the bare majority of a 
few repre(entativesy which is often procured 
by little arts y and ^eat induftry and appli- 
cation ; wherein thofe who engage in the pur- 
fuits of malice and revenge, are much more 
fedulous than fuch as would prevent them. 

From what hath been deduced of the Sf- 
fentims in Koi»f between the two bodies of 
patricians and plebeians, feveral refie^lont 
may be made. 

Firftj That, when the balance of power is 
duly fixed in a ftate, nothing is more dange- 
rous or unwife, than to give way to the frjk. 
flefs of popular incroachments 5 which is ufu- 
alfy done either in hopes of procuring ea(e 
and quiet from fome vexatious clamour,' or 
elie made merchandijfe, and merely bought ami 
fold. This is breaking into a conftitution to 
ferve a prefent expedient, or fupplj a prefent 
exigency : the remedy of an empuic, to ftifle 
the ureient pain, but with certam profpe£^ of 
fudaen and terrible returns. When a child 
grows eafy and content by being humoured « 
and when a lover becomes (atisfied by fmall 
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compliances^ without further purfuits ; then 
cxpeck to find popular afTemblies content with 
iJDall conceilions. If there could one Tingle 
example be brouglit from the whole compafii 
cf binoryy of any one popular affembly, who, 
after beginning to contend for power^ ever 
iat down quietly with a certain (hare : or if 
one inftance could be produced of a popular 
aflembly, that ever knew, or propofed, or 
declared what (hare of power was their due j 
then might there be fomc hopes, that it were 
a matter to. be adjufted by reafonings, by con- 
ferencesy or debates t but, fmce all that is ma- 
nifeftiy otherwife, I fee no other courfe to be 
taken in a fettled Hate, than a ileady con dan t 
refolution in thofe, to whom the reft of the 
balance is entrufted, never to give way fo 
far to popular clamours, as to make the leaft 
breach in the conftitution, through which a 
million of abufes and incroachments will cer- 
tainly in time force their way. 

Again, from this deduction it will not be 
difficult to gather and aflign certain marksof 
popular incroachments j by obferving of which, 
thofe who hold the balance in a ftate may 
judge of the degrees, and, by early reme- 
dies and application, put a flop to the fata^ 
confequences that would otherwife enfue.* 
What thofe marks are, hath been at large de- 
duced, and need not be here repeated. 

Another confequcncc is this : that (with 
all refpe6l for popular aflemblies be it fpoke) 
it is hard to recoile^l: one folly, infirmity, or 
vice, to which a fmgle man is fub jelled) and 
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fpom which a body of commons^ ei 
tive or reprefentedy can be whol 
For, befides that they arc compoi 
with all their infirmicies ' about 1 
have alfo the ill fortune to be gi 
and influenced by the very worft ar 
itlvesy I mean, popular cratorSf t\ 
as they are now ftyled, great Jpei 
h^ men, and the like. From when 
to paft, that in their refults we '. 
times found the fame fpirit of crui 
vengCi of malice and pride, the fan 
and obftinacy and unfteadinefs, \\ 
governable rage and anger, the ; 
tice, fophiftry, and fraud, that eve 
the breaft oi any individual. 

Ags^n, in all free ftates the ev 
▼wded is tyranf^^ that is to fay, 
imperii or unlimited power folely ii 
ofthe sw, the/nt*, oir the many* 
have ihewn, that, although moft 
of government in Greece and Rome 
the tyranny of the people, yet the 
ccNBcluded in that of a fingle perf< 
an ufurpiiTg populace is its own du^ 
underworker, and a purcfaafer i 
fivne fingle tyrant, whofe ftate and 
advance to their own ruin, with 
inftinfty as thofc worms that die < 
ing magnificent habits for beings 
lior Aati|vr to their owik 



• « m. ^^^^^ik 
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C H A P. V. 

SOME reflexions upon the late public 
proceedings among us» and that variety 
of faftions into which we are ftill fo intn- 
cilely engagedi |;aYe occafion to this difcourfe. 
I aim not cohftious^ that I have forced one 
example, or put it into any other light than 
it appeared td me long before I had thought 
of jiroducirig it. 

I cannot conclude without adding fome 
particular remarks upon the prefent poftvre 
of affairs and difpoiltions in this kingdom. 

The fate of empire is grown a common- 
place s that all forms of government, having 
been inftituted by men^ muft be mortal like 
their authors, ahd have their periods of dura- 
tion limited as well as thofe of private per- 
ians. This is a truth of vulgar knowledge 
and obfervation s but there are Tew, who turn 
their thoughts to examine, how tho(e difeafes 
in a ilate lire bred, that hsiiften its end 3 which 
wonld however be a very ufefiil inquiry. For 
thdugh we Cannot prolong the period of a 
commonwealth beyond the decree of Jieaven, 
otr the dale of its nature, any more than hu- 
man life beyond the ftrength of the feminal 
virtue } yet we may manage a fickly confti* 
tution, and preferve a ilrong one } we may 
watch and prevent accidents ; we may turn 
off a great blow from without, and purge 
away an ill humour that is lurking within : 
aad by thele and other fuch methods i^wd^x 
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a ftate long-lived, though not immortal. Yet 
fome phyficians have thought, that, if it were 
pra6licablc to keep the icveral humoun of 
the body in an exa£fc equal balance of each 
with its oppoiite, it might be immortal, and 
I'o perhaps would a political body, if the ba- 
lance of power could be always held eza^y 
even. But, I doubt, this is as impoffible in 
praftice as the other. 

It hath an appearance of fatality, and that 
the period of a Itate approacheth, when a con« 
currence of many circumftances, both within 
and without, unite towards its mint while 
the whole body of the People are either fhi- 
pidly negligent, or elie giving in vrith all 
their might to thofe very practices, that are 
working their deftruflion. To fee whole bo^ 
dies of men breakiug a conftitution by the 
very fame errors, that lo many have been broke 
befx)re : to obferve oppofite parties, who can 
agree in nothing elfe, yet firmly united in 
fuch meafures, as muft certainly ruin their 
country : in fhort, to be encompaUed with the 
greateft dangers from without, to be torn by 
many virulent factions within i then to faie 
fecure and fenfelefs under all this, and to 
make it the very leaft of our concern : th^fe, 
and fome others that might be named, apjpear 
to me to be the moft likely fymptoms in a 
^ate of R/icknefs unto death* 

Sluod procul a nobis fleSat foriuna gvbernans i 
Et ratio potius^ quam res perfuadeat ipfa. 

LVCRET. 

There 
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There are fome conjunftures, wherein the 
death or diflblution of government is more 
lamentable in its confequences, than it would 
be in others. And, I think, a ftate can ne> 
▼er arrive to its period in a more deplorable 
crifiSf than at a time when fome prince in the 
migbbourboody of vaft power and ambition, 
lies hovering like a vulture to devour, or, 
at leaft, difmember its dying carcafs ; by 
which means it becomes only a province or 
acquifition to fome mighty monarchy, with- 
out hopes of a refurredhon. 

I know very well, there is a fett of fan- 
euine tempers, who deride and ridicule, in 
3ie numl^ of fopperies, all fuch apprehen- 
iions as thefe. They have it ready m their 
mouths^ that the people of England are of a 
genius and temper never to admit flavery a- 
mong them j and thev are furnifhed with a 
mat marfy common-places upon that fubje^l. 
But it feems to me, that fuch difcourfes do 
reafon upon fhort views, and a very mode* 
fate compafs of thought. For I think it a 
great error to count upon the genius of a na- 
tion, as a ftanding argument in all ages, fince 
there is hardly a fpot of ground in Europe^ 
where the- inhabitants have not frequently 
and intirely changed their temper and genius. 
Meither can I fee any reafon, why the genius 
of a nation -fhould be more fixed in the point 
of governmetit, than in their morals, their 
learning, their religion, their common hu- 
Aibur and converfation, their diet and their 
complexion } which do all notonow^'j n^xh 
E ' a\Wi«^ 
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alrooft in every age, and may every one of 
them have great effe^s upon mens notions of 
government. 

Since the Norman conqneft the balance of 
power in England hath often varied, and 
fometimes been wholly overturned ) the part 
which the commons had in it, (thai mofi ^» 
puted point) in its origifialf prwrgfs, and #x- 
tentf was, by their own confeifionSy but A 
very inconfiderable (hare. Generally fpeak** 
injg^» they have been gaining ever fince, tho* 
with frequent interruptions and flow pro- ~ 
grefs. The abolifhing of villanaget together 
with the cuftom introduced (or permitted) a- 
mong the nobles of felling their lands in the 
teign of Hsnrj the Seventh, was a mighty 
addition to the power of the commons t yet 
I think a nmch greater happened in the timt 
of his fucceflbr, at the diitblution of the ab- 
beys ; for this turned the cUrgj wholly out 
of the fcale, who had fo Ions filled it j and 
placed the commons in their ftead ; who in a 
few years became poflelTed of vaft quantities 
of thofe and other lands, by grant or pur* 
chafer About the middle of queen EHfabetb*ik 
reisn, I take the power between the noblea 
and the commons to have been in more equal 
balance, than it was ever before or fince* 
But then or foon after arofe a fadion in Eng' 
Untdf which under the name of puritan begaa 
to grow popular by molding up their new 
ichemes of religion with republican princi- 
ples in government ; and, gaining upon the 
prerogative as well as the nellies j iiniUr fe« 

vera! 




In ATHENS and ROME. 63 

vend donominationSy for the (pace of about 
fixty yearSy did at laft oveithrow the confti- 
iution> and, according to the ufual courfe of 
inch revolutions, did introduce a tyrannyj, 
firft of the people, and then of a fingle per- 
fon. 

In a fliort time af^er, the old government 
was revived. But the progrefs cff affairs for 
almoft thirty years, under the reigns of twa 
weak princes f, is a fubje^^ of a very diffe- 
rent nature ; when the balance was in danger 
to be overturned by the hands that held it, 
which was at la^ very feafonably prevented by 
Che late revolution. However, as it is the 
talent of human nature to run from one ex- 
treme to another, fo in a very few years we 
have n^ade mighty leaps from prerogative 
heights into the depths of popularity, and, | 
doubt, to the very laft degree that our confti- 
lation will bear. It were to be wifhed, that 
the moft auguft affembly of the commons 
would pleafe to form a pandeS of their owix 
fower and privileges, to be confiicmed by the 
intire legiilative authority, and that in as fo- 
lemn a manner (if they pleafe) as the magna 
cbarta. But to fix one foot of their compafs 
where- ever they think, fit, and extend the 
other, to fuch terrible lengths, without de- 
icribing anycu*cumference at all, is to leave; 
us and themfelves in a very uncertain ftate. 
9nd in a fort of rotation^ that I the author of 
£ 2 the 

'\CharlitU. Ukiysmetll. 

t *fr • 7^"^ Harringtony fi^Bltt^tnft m ^ ^«- 



^ CONTESTS AND W88ENTION& 

^e Oceana never dreamed on. I believe 

moft hardy tribune will not venture to a£ 

at prefent, that any juft fears of incroachn 

are given us from the regal power, or the^ 

and is it then impoflible ^o err on the o 

fide,? How far muft we proceed, or w 

(hall we ftop ? Tbe raging of the fea and 

madnefs of the people are put together in '. 

writ : and it is God alone who can fay t 

ther, HUbertofialt tboupafSf a^dnofurtl 

The balance of power in a limited ila 

of fuch abfolute neceiHty, that Cro/8w^//l 

felf, before he had perfe6lly confirmecJ 

tyranny, having fome occafions for th< 

pearance of a parliament, was forced to c 

and ere£l an intire new houfe of lords ( 

as it was) for a counterpoife to the conm 

And indeed, confidering the vilenefs ol 

clay, I have fometimes wondered, tha 

tribune of that age durft ever venture t 

the potter, What dofi thou make? But it 

then about the laft a6i of a popular ufi 



irice of king CharUi I. after whofe death he dr 
and printed a form of popular government, in 
*The Commomveakb of Oceana : he endeavoured 
wife to promotetbis fcheme by public difcouri 
nightly meeting of feveral curious gentlemen ii 
Falace-Yard^ mjhninfter. This club was odl 
Rota\ and Mr.i Henry Nevii, one of its met 
propafed to the then houfe of commons, that t 
part of the fenate Ihould rote out by balbt ever 
and be incapable of being elected again for 
jreantocome. 
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tioBy and fat£ or Crofmvell had already pre- 
pred them for diat of a fmgle perfon. 
. I have been often amazed at the rude» paf- 
fionate, and nuftaken refults, which have at 
certain times fiallen from great afTemblies, 
both ancient and modem, and of other coun- 
tries as well as our own. This gave me the 
opinion, I mentioned a whileiago. ; that pub- 
lic conventions are liable to all the infirmities,^ 
follies, and vices of i>rivate men. To which 
if there be any exception,, it muil: be of fuch 
affemblies, who aft by univerfal concert y up9m 
fMc frincipUfy and for public ends \ fuch as 
proceed upon debates without unbecoming^ 
lAformtbs, or infiuence from particular leaders 
4md inflamers ; nich whofe members, inftead ef 
tamfitlfmg to procure majorities for their prt-* 
vote opinions^ are ready to comply tvitb general 
fiber refultSf though contrary to their own/en^ 
iiments. Whatever aflemblies nGt by thei^ 
andjither methods of the like nature, muft be 
allowed to be exempt £rom feveral imperfec- 
tions, to which particular men are fubjefted. 
But I think the fource of moft miftakes and 
ilnifcarriages, in matters debated by public af- 
femblies, arifeth from the influence of private 
perfons upon mreat numbers, ilyled, in com- 
mon bhrafe, leading men and parties* And 
therefore when we fometimes meet a fe^w 
tutords put together, which is called the tvote^}^ 
pr rejblution of an aflembly, and which we 
^nnot poiTibly reconcile to prudence or public 
goodi it is moft charitable to conje^ure, that 
E 3 fuch 
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fuch a vote has been conceived, ai 
and bred, in a private brain^ afterwar 
and fupported by an oblequious pai 
then witn ufual inethods confirmed b 
itficud majority. For, let us Aipp 
hundred men, mixed in point of l*e 
honeftvy as ufually afTemblies are ; ai 
fuppofe thefe i^en propofing, debat 
I fotrmg, voting according to the men 

1 motions of their own little or much re 
'' underftanding ; I do allow that abun 

indigefted and abortive, many pemic 
fbohfli overtures would arife, and ilo: 
minutes ; but then they would die ar 
pear. Becaufe this mud be faid in I 
tiuman kind, that common fenfe ai 
reafon, while men are difengaged f 
quired opinions, will ever have fome 
influence upon their minds ; whereas 
cies of fol)y and vice are infinite, and 
ferent in every individual, that the 
never procure a majority, if other cor 
did not enter to pervert mens undei*iL 
and mifguidethe^r wills. 

To defcribe how parties are bred i 
fembly would be a work too difficul 
fent, and perhaps not altogether fafi 
culofie plenum opus idea. Whether th< 
are leaders, ufually arrive at that ftati 
by a fort of inilin£l or fecret compo 
their nature, or influence of the fta 

2 by the pofleflion of any great abiliti 
lie a point of much difpute : bvit^ ^ 



> 
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leader it once fixed, there will never fail to 
be followers^ And man is fo apt to imiiate, 
ib much of the nature of fie^^ (imitatdres, 
forvMMpecms) diat whoever is 10 bold to give 
the firft great leap over the beads of tbofe Mout 
inn, though he be the worft of the flock, 
ihall be quickly followed by the reft. Be-* 
fides, when parties are once formed, the ftrag • 

ers look to ridiculous, and become fo in- 
^ lificant, that they have no other wav, but 
to run into the herd, which at leaft will hide 
and prote6l them j and where to be much con- 
fidered requires only to be very violent. 

But there is one circumftance with illation 
to parties, which 1 take to be of all others 
moft pernicious in a ftate ; and I would be 
glad any partizan would help me to a tolera- 
ble reaion, that, becaufc Clodius and Curio hap- 
I»en to agree with me in a few Angular no* 
tions, I muft therefore blindly follow thtm 
in all : or, to ftateit at beft, that becaufef z'^tf-* 
bu the party-man is perfuaded, that Clfdius 
and Curio do really propofe the good of their 
country as their chief end \ therefore Bibulus 
(hall be wholly guided and governed by them 
in the means and meafures towards it. Is it 
enough for BUmbu, and the reft of the herd, 
to fay without further examining, / am of the 
fide fwitb Clodius, or I vote ivitb Curio ? ai*e 
thefe proper methods to form and make up 
what they think fit to call the united ivifdom 
•/* tbe nation ? Is it not poffible, that upon 
iome occafion Clodius may be bold and info- 
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lent, borne away by kU paffioD, maliciout 
and revengeful } That Curt9 may be comipt, 
and txpc& to fale his tongue or his pen f T 
conceive it far below the dignity both of hu- 
man nature, and human reaibn, to be en* 
gaged in any party, the moft plaufible ibever, 
upon fuch iervilc conditions. 

This inftuence of otu upon maifff which 
ieems to be as great in a people riprefent^d^ 
as it was of old in the commons CQlU^tve^ to- 
gether with the confequences it hath had upon 
the legiAature, hath given me frequent occa- 
iion to refle£k upon what Diodanu tells us of 
one Cbarondasy a law. giver to the Sfbaritit, 
an ancient people of Itafy, who was Jo averfe 
from all innovation, elpecially when it was 
to proceed from particular perfons, (and ( 
fuppo£sy that he might put it out of the power 
of men fond of their own notions %o difturh 
the conftitution at their pleafures, by ad- 
vancing private fchemes) that he provided a 
ftatnte, that whoever propofed any alteration 
to be made, ihould ftep out and do it virith a 
rope about his neck : if the matter propofed 
were generally approved, then it (Kould pais 
into a law ; if it went in the negative, the 
propofer to be immediately ban^eJ. Great 
minifters may talk of what projeds they pleafe^ 
but I am deceived, if a more effeaual one 
could ever be found for taiing of (as the 
prefent phrafe is) thofe hot unquiet (piritSji 
who difturb aflemblies, and obflru^ public 
affairs, by gratifying their pride, their ma- 
licci their am^biUoo, q^ tl^eif avaiice. 
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Tho(e> who in a late reign began the dif* 
dn^on between the perfonal and politic capa* 
city, ieem to have had reafon^ if they judged 
of princes by themfelves ) for^ I think, there 
is hardly to be found through all nature a 
greater difference between two things, than 
there is between a reprefenting commoner in 
the function of his public calling, and the 
fame perfon when he a6ls in the common offi- 
ces of life. Here he allows himfelf to be up- 
on a level with the reft of mortals : here he 
follows his own reafon, and his own way { 
and rather affe^s a flngularity in his a£Hons 
and thoughts, than fervilely to copy either 
from the vi^feft of his neighbours. In ihort, 
bens his folly, and his wifdom, his reaibn 
and his pafllons are all of his own growth, not 
the eccho or infuiion of other men. But, 
when he is got near the walls of his afTembly, 
he aflumes and affe6ls an intire fett of very 
different airs ; he conceives himfelf a being 
of a fuperior nature to thore<u;t/i&oit/, and aft- 
ing in a fphere, where the vulgar methods for 
the conduct of htmian life can l^ of no ufe. He 
is lifted in a party, where he neither knows 
the temper) nor deftgns, nor perhaps the per- 
fon of ms leader t but whofe opinions he fol- 
lows and maintains with a zeal and faith as 
violent, as a young fcholar does thofe of a 
philofbpher, whofe ife6t he is taught to pro- 
lefs. He hath neither opinions, nor thoughts, 
nor actions, nor talk, that he can call his own, 
but ail conveyed to him by hit leader, as wind 



70 CONTESTS and DISSENTIONS 

is through an organ. The nourifliment h« 
receives^ hath been not onl)[ cbe^ved but £f 
fffieJy before it comes into his mouth* Thus 
inftruAed, he follows the/^n^r^risht or wrong 
through all its fentimentSx and acquires a 
courage and ftiffnefs of opinion not at all con- 
genialwith him. 

This encourages roe to hope^ that, during 
the prefent lucidinterval, the membm retir? 
cd to their homes may fufy^d a while their 
«r^'rr</complexionsy and, taught by the calm- 
nefs of the fcene and the feafon, reafiume th^ 
Matkfg fedatenefs of their temper. If this 
ihould be (b, it would be wife in them, as in- 
dividual and private mortals, to look back a 
little upon the ftprms they have raifidy as well 
as thofe they have efcaped. To refle£^, that 
they have been authors of a new and wonder* 
ful thing in England^ which is, for a houfe 
of commons tolofe the univerfal favour of the 
numbers they reprefent: to obferve, how 
thofe, whom they thpught fit to perfecute for 
righteoufnefs fake, have been openly carefled 
hy the oeople ; and to reniember how them-* 
felves fat m fear of tb^ir perfons from popu- 
lar rage. Now, if they would know tne fe- 
cret pf all this unprecedented proceeding in 
their mafters^ they muft not impute it to Uieir 
freedom in debate, or declaring their opini- 
ons, but to that unparliamentary abufe of 
fitting individuals vpm their ftmddgrs^ wh^ 
were hated by God and man. For, itfeems,^ 
iJDz ipafs of ^ pepple, in fudi ^onjun^ure^ 
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buy have opened their eyes, and will not 
lire to be governed by Ciodms and Otrio^ 
be bead oftheii' Myrmidons^ though theie 
ever £0 numerous, and compofed of their 
1 reprefentative^. 

rhis aTeriion oJF the people againft the lat» 
ceedings of the commons is an accident^' 
t, if it laft a while, might be improved to 
»d ufes for fetting the balance of poweJr a 
le more upon an equality, than their late 
ifures Teem to promife or admit. This 
ident may be imputed to two caufes : the 
k is an univerfal fear and apprehenfion of 
greatnefs and power of France^ whereof 
people in general feem to be very much 
I ]tiftly pofleiTed, and therefore cannot but 
dit to fee it, in fo ciitical a jun£bure, whol* 
laid afide by their minifters, the commons, 
e other caufe i^ a great love and fenfe of 
dtiide in the people towards their prefent- 
f» grounded upon a long opinion and ex- 
lence of his merit, as well as concefltdns 
ill dieirreafonable dellres i fo that it is for 
le time they have begun to fay, and to 
:h inftances, where be hath in many things 
n hardly ufed. How long thefe humours 
f laft, (for pafllons are momentary, and 
edally thofe of the multitude) or Vrhat con « 
oences they may produce, a little time will 
cover. But whenever it comes to pafs, that 
lopular alTembly, free from fuch obftruc- 
ns, and already poffefTed of more power, 
A 89 e(}ual bidance will allow, (ball continus 
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to think they have not enough, but by cramp- 
ing the hand that holds the balance, and by 
Impiochments or djffitamu with the nobles, 
endeavour ftill for morei I cannot poffibly 
fee in the common courfe of things, how the 
fame caufes can produce different effe^ and 
confequences among usj from* what they did 
in Greece znd^Rome^ 
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SENTIMENTS 

O F A 

Church of England Man 

WiA refpea to 

Religion and Gov£rnm£nt. 
Written io the Year 1708.* 

WHOEVER hath examined the con- 
duft and proceedings of both partiei 
for fome years paft, whether in or out of 
power^ cannot well conceive it poilible to go 
tar towards the extremes of either, without 
ofFeiing fome violence to his integrity or un- 
derftanding. A wife and good man may in- 
deed be fometimes induced to comply with a 
F num* 

* Thtt appears to be an apology for the Tories, 
sad a joftificmtion of them againft the mifreprefenu- 
tioai of the Whigt, who were then in the miniftry^ 
iod uied every arcifice to perpetuate their power. Mr, 
HcrZfy, afterwards lord Oxford^ had by the influ- 
tact of the duke of Marlborough and lord-treafurer 
CMphin^ been lately removed from hia pod of prin- 
cipal fecretary of ftate ; and Mr. St, John, after-* 
wards lord Bolingbroke, reHgned his place of fecrcta^ 
O at war, and fir Simtn Harcwrt t)xax oi ^\X]^ix^td^« 
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iiatnhtr, whofe opinion he generally apf 
though it be perhaps againft his own. 
this liberty (hould be made ufe of upoi 
few/occaiions, and thofe of fmall impor 
and then only with a view of bringing o 
#wn fidlB. another tlnoe to foihething of { 
and more public moment. But to fA 
the innocency of a friend, the good o 
country, or our own coiifcience, to tl 
mour, orpafTion, or intereft of a party, ] 
ly fiiews, that either our heads or our 
are not as they (hould be 5 yet this very 
tice is. the very fundamental law of eac! 
tion among us, as may be obvibvs u 
who will impartially and without engag 

Je at the piains to examine their anions, ' 
owever is not fo eafy a talk : for it fe 
principle in human nature, to incline on 
more than another, even in matters wh« 
are wholly unconcerned. And it is a 
mon obfervation, that in reading a hiftc 
fa6ls done a thoufand years ago, or fta: 
iy at play among thofe, who are perfect j 
gers to us, we are apt to find our hope 
^T^iihes engaged on a ludden in favour c 
£dc more than another. No wonder 
that we are all fo ready to intereft ourfeh 
the courfe of public affair?, where the 
inconfiderabl^ nave fome rtal (bare, an 
the wonderful importance which every n 
of to himfelf, a very great imcginary one. 
And indeed, when the two parties, th 
Vide the whole commonwealth, come or 
% rttptnrci without an j hopes left #f i 
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mg- a thiixi with better principles to balance 
tiie otiiersy it feems every man's duty to cliurc 
•ne oi'tbe two lKt«;s, tbougli he cannot intiie- 
ly appiove ct' either; and all pretences to 
aeuti'.^Hty are juttly exploded by both, being 
too llalc und obvious, only intending ih6 
kftty and taiie af a few individuals, wh>l« 
the public is embroiled. This was the opi- 
aion and pra£iice of the latter CatOf whom I 
9&ttm to nave been the wifcit and belt c»^ all 
the Romans *. But» before things proceed to 
•pen violence, the trueit iervlce a private man 
nay bope to do his country, is by unbiafling 
Ida mind as much as poflible, and then en- 
deavouring/to moderate between the rival 
fowcrt, which mult needs be owned a fair 
frooeeding with the world, becauie it is of 
iliotherf the lead confident with the common 
M^n of making a fortune by the tjurit of an 



I have gone a$ far as I am able in qualify- . 
bg my felt to be fuch a moderator t I believe 
1 am no bigoi in religion, and I am fure I am 
■one IB government. ] eonverfe in full free- 
dom with many conllderable men of both par- 
tin j and, if not in equal number, it is purely 
accidental and perfonal, as happening to be 
■car the court, and to have made acquaint- 
aece there, more under one minifbry than ano- 
ther. Then, I am not under the nectffity of 
declaring myfelf by the profpcdt of an employ- 
F » mcnt 

• Okie of (ke ftatozDVirite vk GnUh^^ Yiil \V\. 
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ment. And laftly, if all this be x 
I induftrioully conceal my name, 
ly exempts me from any hopes ■ 
delivering my opinion. 

In confequence of this free uf 
Ton, I eannot polTibly think fo v 
of either party, as they would i 
perfuade the world of each other, 
lelves. For inftance ; I do not 4 
on the body of the ivhigs or the 
their feveral principles lead them 
pre(bytery, and the religion of t 
l^ofMi, or a commonwealth, ai 
power. For why (hould any pa 
fed of a principle, which they ii 
own and protefi again ft ? But, 
have a mutual aniwer ready : t! 
fure us, that their adverfanes ai 
believed; that they difown thei 
cut of fear, which are manii 
when we examine their prafticcs. 
tMt they will produce inftances> 
cither of avowed preA)yterians, o 
libertine and atheifticai tenets, 
other of profefTed papifts, or fuch 
ly in the intereft of the abdio 
Now it is very natural for all 
(efts and denominations in a ftati 
Tome eeneral party, and to chufe 
they find toAgree widi themfelves 
nend priacipfe. Thus at the r 
preibyterians, anabaptifts, indepc 
other fcfts, did all, with very \ 
tioiteand foUer up their fevers 
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{oin agaioft the cbureb, who» withput regard 
W their diftinftions^ treated them all as equal 
adrerfaries. Thtis, our prefent diflenters d^ 
very naturally clofe in with the whig; » who 
Mofefs wioderatiWf declare they abhor all 
maaght9 o£ terffcutidn^ and think it hard that 
thoie> wbo difTer only in a few ceremonies and 
jfeei^nipm, ihould be denied the privilege 
and profit of ferving their country in the high«- 
cft employments of ftate. Thus, the atheilts, 
Kmrtines, defpifers of religion and revelation 
in genera), that is to fay, all thofe who ufu'* 
ally pafs tmder the name o£ Free-thinkertf do 
property join with the fame body} becaufe 
ihejf liCewife preach up moderation, and are 
not fo over-nice to diftinguiHi between an on- 
limited liberty of confcience, and an unlimi- 
ta! freedom of opinion. Then, on the other 
§dc, the profefTed firmnefi of the tories for 
cpiibopacy, as an apoftolical inftitution : their 
averiioit to thofe fe^s, who lie under the re- 
trench of having once deftroyed their confti- 
totion, and who, they imagine, bv too indis- 
creet a zeal for reformation have defaced the 
primitive model of the church : next, their 
veneration for monarchical government in the 
common courfeof fucceffion, and their hatred 
lo republican fchemes : thefe, T fay, are prin- 
c^>Iefl which not only the nonjuring zealots 
profefs, but even papifts themfelves fall rea- 
«Rly in with. And every extreme, here men- 
tioned, flings a general Icandal upon the whole 
btdy it pretends to adhere to. 
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feflTcth himfelf a member p£ the church c^ 
E^lamdf ought to believe a God> and hl9 
|»ravidence^ together with revealed religioiu 
ancl the divinity of Cbrifi^ For betides tho(e 
min^ thoufands, who (to fpeak in the phrafc 
of divines) do pra^cally deny all this by the 
immorality of their lives, there"ts no fmalj 
numfaerj who in their converfation a.nd writ- 
ugs dire&ly, or by confeqnence, endeavour 
to overthrow it : yet all thefe place themfelvqi 
ia the lift of the national church, though at 
^ fame 'time (as it is highly reafonable) they 
luregreat ftickljcrs for liberty of confcience. ' 

To eater upon particulars : a cburcb 0} 
^MgJltmd man lias a true veneration for th^ 
ichcrae eftabli(hed among us of eccleiiaftic ^o<- 
remment \ andf though he will i>ot determina 
whether epifcopacy be of divine right, he ijs 
iure it if moft agreeable to primitive inftitu- 
tion, fitteft of SX others for preferving order 
and purity, and under its^refent regulations 
beft calculated for our civil ftate : he (houl^ 
therefore think the aboliOiment of that order 
imoug ug would prove a mighty fcandal and 
Corruption to our faith, and manifeftly dan- 
gerous to our monarchy ; nay, he would dc* 
fend it by arms againft all the powers on 
aartb, except our own leg^dature ; in which 
^e he would (ubmit as to a general calamity^ 
% dearth, or a peftilence. 

As to rites and ceremonies, and forms pf 
prayer \ he allows there might be fome ufeful 
alterations, and more, which in the profpe^l 
^ umtiag chriftians might be very fu^^^orta- 
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i>Ie, as things declared in their own n: 
indifferent ; to which he therefore would 
dily comply, if the clergi^ or (though 
be not fo fair a method) if the hgtjii 
fhould dire6^ : yet at the fame time he ca 
altogether blame the former for their uc 
lin.^nefs to confent to any alteration, w] 
befide the trouble, and perhaps di(g] 
would certainly never produce the goo< 
fefls intended by it. The only condii 
that could make it prudent and juft foi 
clergy to comply in altering the ceremo; 
or any other indifferent part, would be a 
refolution in the legiflature to interpofc; 
fome ilr!^ and effectual laws, to preven' 
rifins and fpreading of new fe£ts, now pis 
ble £ever, for the future ; elfe there rau ft 
ver be an end : and it would be to aft lii 
man, who (hould pull down and change 
ornaments of his houfe in compliance to e 
one, who was difpofed to find fault as he \ 
cd by ; which, befide s the perpetual troi 
and cxpence, would very much damage, 
perhaps in time deftroy the building. S 
m a Hate Teem only tolerated with any rea 
becauie they are already fpread i and bee 
it ^ould not be agreeaole with fo mild a 
vemment, or fo pure a religion as oursj 
ufe vFoIent methods againft great number 
mijfaken people, while they do not manifc 
endanger the conflitution of either. But 
greateft advocates for general liberty of c 
fctence will allow, that thc^ ought to 
checked in their beginnings, if they will 
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few them to be an evil at allj or, which is 
the fame thing, if they will only grant, it 
were better for the peace of the ilate, that 
there fiiould be none. But while the cler^ 
copilder the natural temper of mankind m 
geneialy or of our own country in particular, 
what aiTu ranees can they have, that any com- 
pliances they (hall make, will remove the evil 
of dii&nilon, while the liberty (UU continues 
jof profeiEng whatever new opinions we pleafe f 
Or how can it be imagined, that the body of 
diflenting teachers, who muft be all undone 
by fuch a revolution, will not caft about for 
tame lew obje£lions to with- hold their flocks, 
and draw in freih profelytes by Ibme further 
innovations or refinements. 

Upon thefe rea(bns he is for tolerating fuch 
difimnt forms in religious woHhip as are aU 
teady admitted, but by no means for leaving 
it in the power of thofe, who are tolerated, to 
idvaAce their own modeU upon the ruin of 
what is akeady eftablifhed ; which it is na- 
tural for all fe£ls to deiire, and which they 
cannot be ju^fiedby any confident principles 
if they do not endeavour j and yet, which 
tbey cannot fucceed in without the utmoft dan- 
ger to the public peace. 

To prevent theie inconveniences, he thinks 
it highly juft, that all rewards of truft, pro- 
fit, 01* dignity, which the ftate leaves in the 
diipofal of the adminiftration, ihould be gi- 
ven only to thole, whofe principles direct 
tiiem to prefefve the conftitution. \t\ ^W *\\.% 
parts. Jn ebf Jjite affair of occa/onal conformus^ 
- F c ^'t 



^ The sentiments op a 

ijhe general argument of thpfis >yho were agalnll 
it, was noty to deny it an evil in itfel^ (rat 
^atthe remedy propofed was violei^t, untime- 
ly and improper^ >^'nich is the bilhop of Sfi* 
iyiury% * opinion in the fpeech he made and 
publiHied againft the bill : but, however jujk 
their fears or complaints might have been 
upon that fcorc, he thinks it a lHt]e too groti 
:ind precipitate to employ their writers alreadr 
in arguments for repealing the facramentu 
tefty upon no wifer a maxim, than that i» 
man (hould, on the account of confcience, "be 
deprived the liberty of ferving his country; j| 
, topic which may be equally applied to admit 

;^ FapiflSf Atbgtfis, Mahometans, Heatbens^ and 

'I Jttws, If the church wants members of itf 

own to employ iji the feivice of the publi^ 
i . or to be fo vohappily contrived, as to. excludf 

.' 1^' from its communion fuch perfonf:, who tuqp 

I ! I Jikelieft to have great abilities, it is time it 

ihould be altered and reduced into fome moije 
perfe£l, or at leaft moA*c popular form : b^ 
^ m the mean while it is not autogeiher jmpFO* 

\ bable, that, when thoie, who dlflike the cpn.- 

\ : ftitution, are fo vtvy zealous in their offei^ 

fy -for the fervics of their countiy, they are noft 

, %vholly unmindful of their party, or of them' 

fclves. 

The Dutch, whofe prafllce is fo often %f 
ted to prov^ and celebrate the great advant: 
of a general liberty of conlcience, have y 
national r«li|^n profeiTed by all .who 1 

« Dr. 9ttni«W 
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piSice among them : but why ihould they be 
a precedent for us either in religion or govem- 
inent ? our country differs from theirs, as well 
In iituatiop^ foil, and productions of nature, 
is in the genivs and complexion of the inha- 
bitants* They are a commonwealth founded 
on » fudden, by a defpei-ate attempt in a def- 
perate condition, not formed or digefted into 
^ regular fy&tm by ^nature thought and rea* 
ibn^ but huddled up under the preffure of 
Aidden exigencies ; calculated for no longdu* 
ration, and hitherto fubfifting by accident 19 
the midil of contending powers, who cannot 
yet agree about fharing it amongft them* 
Thefe difficulties do indeed preferve them 
from any great ,coiTuptions> which their era* 
Xy conftitutlon .would extremely fubjefl them 
to in a long peace. That confluence of peo^ 
pie in a perieciiting age to a place of rerug# 
neareft at hand, put them upon the neceflitv 
of trade, to which they wifely gave all eaif 
|ind encouragement : and, if we could think 
fit to imitate them in this laft particular, there 
jMTOuld need no more to invite foreigners a* 
jnong us $ who think no farther than how to 
/ecure their property and conscience, without 
projecting <^ny jlhare in that government which 
^ives them .protection, or calling it per/ecu^ 
Jian, if it be denied them. But, I fbeak it 
for the honour of our adminKtration, tnat al- 
though our ieCb are not So numerous as thoie 
{n HoUdttdi which I prefume is not our fauff, 
and I hope is not our misfortune^ we much ex- 
cel tliem ^d }\\Cbriftendom beiid^s in gur in« 
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iinniility is a virtue^ and perhaps equally be- 
fits and adoiiis evciy ftation of life. 

But then, if thefcribblers on the other ilde 
freely fpeak the fentiments of their party, a 
diyine of the church of England cannot loolc 
for much better quarter from thence. You 
iball obferve nothuig more frequent in their 
weekly papers, than a way of afFe6ling to con- 
found the terms of clergy and high- churchy of 
applying both indifTerenUy, and then loading 
tne latter with all the calumny thev can in* 
vent. They will tell you, tney nonour a 
clergyman ; but talk at the fame time, as if 
there were not three in the kingdom, who could 
fall in with their de£nition. After the like 
manner they in (bit the untnjerJUies as poifoned 
fountains, and corrupters of youth. 

Now it feems clear to me, that the ivhigs 
mi^ht eafily have procured and maintained a 
majority among the clergy, and perhaps in 
the univerftfies, if they had not too much en- 
couraged or connived at this intemperance of 
fpeech and virulence of peii, in the worii and 
moft prollitpte of their party ; among whom 
there hath been, for fome years paft, fuch a 
perpetual clamour againft the ambition, the 
implacable temper, and the covetoufnefs of the 
fruflbood: fuch a cant of higb'cBurcby and peif- 
fecution, and being prieft-ridden^ io many 
reproaches about narrow principles y ov terms 
cfcommumott : then fuch fcandalous refle^ioiTs 
on the uni'verjitiesy for infe^ing the youth of 
the nation with arbiti*ary ^ndjacobite princi- 
ples, thtt it was naittrad fox ^ok^ '^^V^'t'^^ 
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the care of religion and education, to appre« 
hend fome t^eneral defign of altering the con- 
ftitution of botli. And all this was tjie more 
extraordinar)', hecaufe it could not eaiUy be 
forgot, that whatever oppofition was made to the 
ufurpations of king James^ proceeded alto- 
gether from the church q^ England ^ and chief* 
w from the clergy , and one of the umqjerfities. 
For, if it were of any ufe to recal matters of 
fa£l, what is more notorious than that prince> 
applying himfelf fir ft to the church of Et^^ 
land\ and, upon their rcfufal to fall in ynt|| 
his meafures, making the like advance^ to the 
difeniers of all kinds, who readily and almoft 
univerfally complied with him, affecting, in 
Iheir numerous addre/Tes and pamphlets, the 
ftyle of our brethren the Roman catholics j whot 
intecefts jthey put on the fame foot with their 
own : and fome 0/ Cromwelt^ officers tooic 
pofts in the army raifed a^rainft the prince of 
Orange, Thefe proceedmgs of theirs they 
can only extenuate by urging the provoca^ 
tioRs they had met from the church in king 
Charles*^ reign ; which, though perhaps ex- 
cuiabJe upon the fcore of human innroiity, ^ 
aie not by any means a plea of merit equal 
to the conftancy and fufferings of the bifhops 
and clergy, or of the heaaand fellows of 
Magdalen-college t that furnifhed the prince of 
Crjnge*s declaration with fuch powerful ar- 
guments to juftifv and promote the resolution* 
Therefore a tvurch of England mim abhprs 
the hnmour of the a^e, in delighting to fling 
iein.dalu upon the cleriijy in jcncraTj which 

bcfid» 
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belides the difCTace to the rtfermaiio/ip and 
to religion it/eff, caft an ignominy upon the 
ki^igdom, that it dolh not defci-ve. We have 
no better materials to componrfd the prieft- 
bood oi'f than the jnafs of mankind, which 
corrupted, as it is, thofc who receive order.t 
muit hnvc forae vices to leave behind thcna 
yhm they enter into the church, and, if a few 
do it ill aghere, it is no wonder, but rather a 
great one that they are no worfc. Therefore 
he cannot think ambition y or love of potver^ 
more juftly laid to their charge than to other 
s^'fnji becaufe that would be to make religion 
itfelf, or at leaft the beft conftitution oi church* 
goverrmenty aniwerable for the erroirs and de- 
pravity of human nature. 

Within thefe laft two hundred ytBXi, al) 
forts of temporal power have been wrefted 
from the clergy, imd much of their ecclefiaf- 
tic, the reafon or juftice of which proceeding 
I Aiall not examine ; but that the remedies 
T^ere a little too violent, with refpe6l to their 
t^ejfionsy the legiilaturc hath lately confeffe4 
py the remiilion of their frfl fruits. Neither 
do the common libellers deny this, who, io 
Jtheir inve6);ive5> only tax the church with an 
infatiable defire of the power and wealthy 
^(equally co^imon to all bodies of men, a^ 
well as individuals) but thank God, ^hat the 
laws have deprived them of both. However, 
it is worth ob.ferving the juftice of parties^ 
the fe6ls among us are apt to complain^ and 
.think it hard ufage to be reproached now af- 
ter fifty years, for overtumlng ttvft ftaic^^ Cc« 



gg The sentiments op a 

the murder of a king, and the indign 
an ufurpation 5 yet thefe very men, and 
partifans, are continually reproaching 
dergy, and laying to their charge the 
the avarice, the luxury, the ignorance 
fvperftition o(fofi/b times for a ti^ufand 
paft. 

He thinks it a fcandal to government 
fuch an unlimited liberty ihould be a! 
pf publifhing books againft thofe do£lri 
religion, wherein all cbriftians. have a| 
much more to connive at fuch trafts as 
all revelation, and by their confequenc 
ten deny the very being of a God. Sui 
is not a fufficient atonement for the w 
that they pFofefs much loyalty to the i 
government, and fprtnkle up and down 
larguments in favour of the dtjfentcrs\ 
they difpute, as ftfenuouOy as they ca 
libertv of confcience, and inveigh larg 
gainft all eccledaftics under the name 01 
church *j and, in Ihort, under the ihel 
fome popular principles in politics ant 
gion, undermine the foundations of al 
and virtue. 

As he doth not reckon vrcrjfchifm < 
damnable nature which fome wooM rep 
fo he is very far from clofing with th 
opinion of tbofe who would make it nc 
at all ; and argue at a wild rate, that G 
mighty is delighted with the variety ol 
and worihtp, as he is with the varieties 
ture. To fuch abfurditirs are men can 
the 9!Ss€t2XiQnQf /rcf'tMfikjn^i and ra 
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e prejudices of edncationy under which head 
ley have for ibme time begun to lift morality 
Ml relipon. It is certain that before the re* 
dlion in 1641^ though the number of fmri» 
nti {as they were then called) were at great 
I it 18 with usy and though they afReAed to 
»]1ow paftors of that denomination, yet thofe 
iftors had epifcopal ordination, poflefled pre* 
nnents in the cnurch, and were fometimes 
romoted to bifltoprics themfelvet. But m 
reach in the general form of worihip was, 
I thofe days, reckoned fo dangerous and fin- 
il in itfelfy and fo offenfive to Reman catho^ 
cs at home and abroad, that it was too un- 
opular to be attempted $ neither,- 1 beliere, 
rat the expedient toen found out of main- 
lining feparate paftors out of private purfet • , 
When a fcbifm is once fpread in a nation, 
lere grows at length a difjpute, which are the 
ihifmatics. Without entering on the argu* 
lents ufed by both fides among us to ^ the 
uilt on each other, it is certain, that, in the 
,>nfe of the law, the /cbifm lies on that fide, 
'hich oppoieth itfelf to the religion of the 
ate. I leave it among the di<vi/us to dilate 
pon the danger offcSfm as a fpiritual evil ; 
at I would confider it only as a temporal 
ne. And I think it clear, that any great 
iparation from the eftabliflied worfhip, tho* 
> a new one that is more pure and perfe6(, 
lay, be an occafion of endangering the pub* 
c peace, becaufe it will compofe a body aU 
rays in referve, prepared to follow any dif- 
uitented heads, upon the ^Uu^Ut ^t^\2tik\% 
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I j ff »dv9Hciflgmtf nligioMf tnd pppofii 

Li ror, iupejrftition or idolatr)r. For this i 

'^ P/a^« l^ys i( down as a maxiniy that «m« 

tp nffor/£ip tbt gods tucording to tbt laws 

€9km:ry\ and be introducef SficraUSy i 

laft difGourfe, utterly diro5vning the criiq 

to Jiia charge, of ttacbing nt*w Mvimti 

methods of worihip. Thus :tbe poor j 

wots of Yrancf vere eqgased in a ciyil w 

the fpeciquy pretences o? fome, who, i 

the guife of religion, (acrificed fo many 

fand lives (o their own ambition and rev 

Thus was the >yhole body ai puritans in 

laud dn^n to be ipftrumepts, pr ajbett< 

^1 manner of villainy, by the artifioes 

fiwMieH, whofe * deigns, from the firft, 

levelled to deftroy th^ conftitution both < 

r' lieion and government. And thus evi 

I HdloHd itiell, where it is pretended th: 

(^ variety q^ fe^s live To amicably together; 

"' in fueh perfed obedience to the ma^ii 

; it is notorious how a turbulent party, |oi 

with the ArminianSi did, in the memo 

I \ our fathers, attempt to deftroy the libei 

I , that republic. So that upon the whole, \ 

I ' iedls are tolerated in a itate, it i» £t they d 

I enjoy a full liberty of confcience» and i 

other privilege of freeborn fubjefts, to '■ 

no ptwr u aimexed. And, to preierve 

obedience upon all emergencies, a go 

nent cannot give them too much cue, 

truft Ihem with too littk |»0<z«;/r. 
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'F^c^Urgv are uTually ch^ged with zperr 
fiofting fpiritj which ihey a^e if id to difcovier 
Jby f n iaipl?icable hatred jto ^ diJfenUn \ aD<} 
tnls appears tu he nivre unrcafofiabU, l^/ecauU 
they uifFer le& injlieir in teredo by a feltratipo, 
tha^i aoy of the conl^rming laitj: for, >yhijf 
^le cburcb remains ip its prcfent foioiy no dil* 
/emer c^n pofiibly have any Ihaie in itf dig* 
nities, revenues, or power ; whereas, by onc^ 
rtceiyiDg ^thc facrament, be if rendered car 
pabfe oTthe higheft ejnpLoyn^nts in the ft^e. 
And it is very poiHble, that a narrow educf« 
tioDj, together with a mif bire oi huAao in« 
/irmilyy mVy ^elp to beget among fome of thf 
fkrgy ia pojkffion iucb an aver£on and con* 
lempt for all innQvqtoys^ as phjficians are apt 
to have for empirics 5 or laivjers for petti-fog" 
gersy ov mercbtufts for pedlan^ byt iince t^^ 
aomher of fdSlaries dolli not concern the der* 
gy cither m point of intereift or coplcuence^ 
/it being iui cyil not io their power fQ remr* 
dy) it is more fair and reafonable to fuppoff 
their diilike proceeds from the dangers they 
apprehend to the peace of the common weal th, 
in the ruin whereof they mud expe6t to be 
l&elirfb and greatedl: fufferers. 

To conclude tii\$ feSioity it muft be obfenr- 
ed, that there is a very good word, ^hich 
Juth of late fuffered much by both parties, I 
fnean 7ftod$raftony which the one iide v^iy 
jvftly 4iib\ym9, and the other as unjuftly pi^ 
lends to. Befide what pa0ies evpry c&y in 
ponverfati^n, any man who reads the papers 
pjiAbliihed by Mr. l^ijf and (>\]ln«s» ol \iA 
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ftamp, muft needs conclude, that, if tilis iii* 
thor could make the nation fee his advcHkrici 
under the colours he paints them in, yrt hm 
nothing elfe to do, but life as one man, amd 
dtfkroj fuch wretches from the face cf ^e 
earth. On the other fide how ftiall we excuft 
the advocate for moderation i among whom 
I could appeal to a hundred papers of univer'^ 
fal approbation by the cauie they were writ 
for, which lay fuch principles to the whole 
body of the tories, as, if they were true, and 
believed, our next bufmefs (hould in prudence 
be to ere^ gibbets in every parift, and hang 
them out of the way. But I fupoofe it it pre- 
fumed, the common peopk underftand nt^^ 
hry, or at Icaft rketoricy and will not take fy- 
perboles in too literal a fenfe ; which however 
in fome junctures might prove a defperate 
experiment. And this is moderation in the . 
ptodem fenfe of the word, to which, fpeak* 
xng impartially, the bigots of both parties 
are equali^f intitled. 

S E C T. IL 

7h§ fentiments of a church of England maii« 
^ fwitb rejpe& to government, 

WE lodb upon it as a very juft reproac1i» 
though we cannot agree where to fix 
it, that there ihould be fo much violence and 
hatred in religious matters among men who 
agree in all fundamentals, and only differ in 
MBie ceremonies, or, at moft, mere fpecula* 

uve 
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^▼e points. Yet, is not this frec^uentW the 
cale between contending parties ma (late? 
lor inftance ^ do not the generality of nvbigs 

ifnd ttries among os prorefs to a^ee in the 
faaatfundamentaUi their loyalty to the queen» 
tbetr abjiu-ation of the pretender^ the fettle- 
ment ot tne crown in the proteftant line, and 
a rev<^tion principle ? their afie^ion to the 
church e&abli(hed, wiih toleration of diiTen* 
ters? nay» fometinoes they go farther^ and 
pofs over into each other's principles $ the 
nMgs become great alTeitors of the preroga- 
tive^ and the tories of the people's liberty $ 
thefe crying down almofi: the whole fett of 
btfliopsy and thofe defending them, fo that 
the differences, fairly dated, would be much 
of a fort with thofe in religion among us, 
and amount to little more £an, n^bo Jhould 
take piacey or go in and out firfl^ or kifs thg 
piun'i band', and what are thefe but a few 

. court cirem»ni€s ? or, ixjbo Jbould be in tbe mi" 
mflty ? and what is that to the body of the 
nation, but a mere jpeculati*ve point ? yet I 
think it muft be allowed, that no religious 
fe£ls ever carried their mutual averfions to 
greater heights than our ftate- parties have 
Sone, who, the more to inflame their paflions, 
have mixed religious and civil animohties to- 
gether J borrowing one of their appellations 
from the church, with the addition of bigb 
and /0<ur, how little Ibever their difputes re*> 
Uie to the term, as it is generally underftood^ 



94 The SENTIMENTS or a 

I now proceed to dcliYer the fentimentr el 
a cbureb if EnglaMd matt, with refpcfl to go« 
Ternmenr. 

He doth not think the church of Engkaid ib 
narrowly calculated, that it cannot fall in 
with any ngular fiKcies of roTemnoent i nor 
doth he think any Gne regular fpeciee of go« 
▼eminent inc re acceptable to God than ano- 
ther. The three generally received in the 
fckools have all of them their feveral perfee- 
tions, and !ire fubje£l to their feveral deprS'^ 
vations. Ho A'ever, few ftatet are ruinea by 
any defeat in thtir inftitntion> bat generally 
by the corruption of manners, againjft wfaicn 
the beft inftitution is no longer a fecurirv^ 
and without which a very ill one may fubhft 
and ilourifli : whereof there are two pregnant 
haftances now in Europe^ The firft is the tfW- 
fiocraej of ftmcty which founded upon the 
wijeft maxims, and digefVed by a great length 
of time, hath in our age admitteid fo man} 
abofes thipttgh the degeneracy of the nobles 
that the period of its duration feems to ap 
proach. The other is the united republics c 
t\st flattS'general^ where a vein of tempei*anc( 
induftry, parfimony, and a public fpirit, rui 
ning through the whole body of the peop] 
hath prefervtd an infAfit commonwealth, 
an untimely birth and ilckly corftiiution, / 
above an hundred years, through io many d; 
gers and difficulties, as a much more heal' 
•ne could never have ftiuggled againft wi 
4iut thoTe advanugei • 

W 
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Where fecurity of peribn and property nn 
pMlervcfd by law«^ wAkh none but the ovMr 
can repeal, there the great ends of govern- 
ment are pro^Med for, whether the admini* 
Ibation be in the hands of one, or of main, 
Wber^-any on^ per/on or bed)^ of men, wnd 
d6 not reprefent the ivBote, feizir into their 
bands the power m the laft refort, there is 
fVoperiy no longer a goremment, but what 
Jtrijfdttt and his followers call the atufe and 
emrmpHtm of one. This diftin6tion exclude! 
arbitrary power, in whatever mnnbersj which* 
notwithftanding all that Hobhes, Tilmtr, and 
ethers, have faid- to its advantage, I look Up* 
on ftff a greater c^vtl than anareby itfelf, a$ 
SBQch as a fa^etge is in a happier ftate of life, 
than zjh^i it the oar. 

It is reckoned ill hianners, as well as un- 
itafonable, for men to quarrel i^poA difference 
in opinion ; becaufe that is nfnally fuppofed 
to be a thin?, which no man can help in nim<» 
ielf I but this I do not conceive to be an uni- 
trrfal infallible maitim, except in thofe cafes 
%here the queftion is pretty equally difputed 
iftiong the learned and wife : where it is other- 
'Wife, a man of tolerable reafon, fome rzp^ 
riencc, and willing to be inftrufted, may apr 
jiTehend he is got into a wrong opinion, tho* 
the whole couHe of his mind and inclinatioik 
would perfuade htm to believe it true ; hi 
itnay be convinced that he h in an error, tho* 
he does not fee where it lies, by the bad ef- 
fects of it in the common conduf^ of his life, 
and by •bfenring thofe perfoxi^^ to Vt^o^h. 
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wifdom and goodnefs he hath the greateft de« 
ference^ to be of a contrary fentiment. Ac'* 
cording to Hobbei^ coxnparifon of nafoning 
with cafiing up accQUnts^ whoever finds a mil- 
take in i\\tfum totals muft allow himfelf outf 
though after repeated trials he may not fee in 
which article he has mifreckoned. I wtU in- 
(lance in one opinion, which I look u[K>n eve* 
ry man obliged in confcience to quit, or pm- 
clence to conceal $ I mean, that whoever ar- 
gues in defence of abfolute power in a fingle 
perfon, though he offers the old plaufible plea, 
' that // is bis opinion^ nvbicb bi camtot bilp, un^ 
lefs be be convince J^ ought in all free ftatas to 
be treated as the common enemy of man- 
kind. Yet this is laid as a heavy charge up- 
on the clergy of the two reigns before the r*- 
evolution, who, under the terms ofpqfivt obe* 
dience and nm-refijiance^ are iaid to havf 
preached up the unlimited power -of the prince, 
pecaufe they found it a do6lrine that pleaied 
the court, and made way for their preferment. 
And I believe, there may be truth enough in 
this accufation to convince us, that human 
frailty will too often interppfe itfelf among 
perfons of' the holieft function. However it 
may be offered in excufe for the clergy, that 
in the bell focieties there are fome ill mem- 
bers, which a corrupted court and mini dry 
will induflrioufly find out and introduce. Be- 
tides, it is manif^, that the greater number 
t>f thofe, who held and preached this doflrine, 
were miiguided by equivocal terms, and by 
perfe^ ignorance m the principles of govern- 

ment^ 
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SKiit, which they had not hiade any part of 
their ftudy. The qneftion originally put, and 
as I remember to have heard it difputed in 
public fchooU, was this. Whether tmder any 
fretence myhatfie^er it may he lawful to refifi the 
fupreme mapfirate ? which was held in the ne« 
gative } and this is certainly the right opini- 
on. But many of the clergy and other learned 
men, deceived by a dubious ^cpreiEon, mif* 
took the obje^ to which pajfive obedience was 
due. By the fufremt magiftrate is properly 
underftood the l^iflatvve power, which in all 

fovemments muft be abfolute and unlimited* 
>ut the word magiftrate feeming to denote t 
fingle perfin^ and to exprefs the executive pow- 
er» it came to pafs, that thfe obedience due to 
the lepfldture was, for want of knowing or 
confiomn|r this eafy diftinflion, mifapplied to 
the admimftration. Neither is it any wonder* 
that the cler|ry or other w'ell-meanmg people 
Ihould fall mto this error, which deceived 
Hobhes himlelf fo far, as to be the foundation 
of all the political miftakes in his books* 
where he perpetually confounds the executrix 
with the legijlative power, though all well- 
inftituted ftates have ever placed them in dif- 
ferent hands, as may be obvious to thofe* 
who know any thing criF Aibensy Sparta^ Tlsebes, 
and other republics of Greece^ as well as the 
greater ones of Carthage and Kome. ^ 

Befldes it is to be confidei-ed, that, when 
thefe do^h-ines began to b^ preached ^mong 
us, the kingdom had not quite worn out the 
memory of that horrid reheUion^ Mtidex ^^ ^^xi<- 



9S TttE SENTIMENTS of a 

feqnences of which it had groaned almoft twcfti 
ty years. And a iJifeak prince^ in conjun£Hoii 
with>a fucceilion of moit proftitute miniften^ 
began again to difpofe the people to new at- 
temptfy which it was, no doiibt^ the clergy^t 
duty to endeavour to prerent, though fomt 
«f them for want of knowledge in tempcral 
affau-s, and others perhaps fiT>fn a worfe prin- 
ciple, proceeded upon a topic, that, ftriftiy 
followed^ would enflave all mankind. 

Among other theological arguments madt 
Hfe of in thofe times in praife of monarchy^ 
and juftification of abfolute obedience to a 
{>nncey there Teemed to be one of a fingulir 
nature : it was urged, that heaven was go« 
vemed by a monarchy who had none to con- 
troul his power, but w£\s abfolutely obeyed i 
Chen it followed^ that earthly govemmenti 
^rcrc the more perfect, the nearer they imi* 
tated the government in heaven. All whick 
I look upon as the ilrongeft argument againft 
dtfpotic power that ever was oflFered j finde 
fio reafon can poiTibly be affignedj why it b 
t>eft for the world, that God almighty b^th 
iuch a power, which doth not dire^ly pro?t 
that no mortal man fhould ever have the like. 

But,' though a church of England man thinki 
■^very fpecies of government equally larwfid, 
lie does not think them equally expedient 
or for every country indifterently. Ther 
•nay be ibmething in the climate, natural! 
■difpofrng men towai-ds one fort of obedienci 
as It is manifeft all over Afia^ where we net 
vead of any commonweakhy except ibme fm 
« or 
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, mnei on the wtftern eoads tUMifhed by tiut 
Greiks, There may he a |;i'est deal in tht 
ittuation of a countryy apd m the prefent ggr 
tmu of the people. It hath been ohfenred, 
that the temperate climates ufually run into 
fnoderate governmeatSy and the extremes into 
defpotic power. It is a remark of HMej, 
that the youth pf England are corrupted id 
their prineiples of government by reading the 
authors of Greece and Ropu, who writ under 
commonwealths. But it might have been 
more fairly offered for the honour of libeity^i 
thaty while the reft of the known world was 
over.- run with the arbitrary government of 
finele perfons, srts ^nAfcisuces took their rife^ 
and flourilhedy only, in thofe few fmall.terrir 
toriesy where the people were free. And 
chough learmug may continue alter liberty it 
lofty as it did in Rome for a while upon the 
foundations laid under the commonwealth, 
and the particular patronage of iomt empe* 
rors, 3rer it hardly ever began under a tyraanf 
in any nation : htc^aaCt Jlemery is of all things 
the greateft xlog and obftacle to Jpeculation. 
Andy indeed, arbitrary power is but the firft 
natural ftep from anarcbjf or the favage life { 
the adjufting^0<ux^ and^r^^m bein^ an ef- 
feft and con&auence of maturer thmkingi 
and this is no wnere fo duly regulated as in a 
limited monarchy : bccauie I believe it may 
pafs for a maxim in ftate, that the admiui/ra* 
tioM eeamot be placed in too few bandSf nor the 
legtfiaiure in too many. Now in this material 
point the f^onftitution of the Engjifh ^o'lttt^* 
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ment far exceeds all others at this time on th* 
earth, to which the prefent eftabliftiment of 
the church doih fo happily a^ree, that, I think, 
whoever is an enemy to itthir^ muft of ne- 
ceflity be fo to both. 

He thinks, as our monarchy is condlttited, 
an bertJitary right is much to be preferred 
before eleSfion, Becaufe the government here, 
cfpecially by fome late amendments, is fo re* 
gulaiiy difpofed in all its parts, that it almoft 
ixecutes itfelf . And therefore, upon the death 
of a prince among vs, the adminiftration goes 
0n without any rub or intefruption. For the 
fame reafons we have Ids to apprehend from 
the weaknefs or fury of our monarch*, who 
have fuch wife councils to guide the firft, 
and. laws to reftrain the other. And there* 
fore this hereditary right ihould be kept (b 
facred, as never to break the fuccefllon, unlefs 
whei-e the preferving it may endangei^ the con- 
ftitution } which is not from any intrinfic me- 
rit, or unalienable right in a particular fa* 
tn^f but to avoid the confeouences that ufu- 
all^ attend the ambition ot competitors, to 
which ele6li?e kingdoms are expofed; and 
which is the only obftacle to binder them from 
arriving at the greateft perfefkion that govern- 
ment can poflibly reach. Hence appears the 
abfurdity of that diftin^tion between a king 
ile faSo^ and one dejure^ with refpeft to us. 
For every limited monarch is a king Jd jurip 
becaufe he govertis by the confent of the 
nubole^ which is authority fufikient to abolifli 
all precedent right. If a king come in 

by 




CHUR.CH OF ENGLAND MAN. %e% 

inr can^efi, he is no longer a limited monarch | 
if he afterwards confent to limitations^ hp 
becomes immediately JLing dejure for the famp 
reafon. 

The great advocates iox fucceJUon^ who afr 
firm Yi ought not to be violated upon any re- 
gard or coniideration whatibever, do infift 
much upon one argument, that feeips to cgTr 
ry little weight. They would have it, that a 
crown is a prince's bijrth-right, and ought at 
ieaft to be as well Secured to him and his pof- 
terity, jas the inheritance of any private map ^ 
in (hort, that he has the fame title to his 
kingdom, which every individual has to hi^s 
property : now the confcquence of this doc- 
trine mud be, that as a man may find fever^ 
ways to wafte, mifpend, or abufe his patii- 
mony; without being anfwerable to the laws ; 
Ui a King may in like manner do what he will 
with his 0wn ; that is, he may fquander and 
mifapply his revenues, and even alienate the 
crown* without being .called to an account by 
his fubje^s. They allow fuch a prince tjo 
be guilty indeed of much folly and wicked- 
neit, but for thefe he is artpwerabU to God, 
fLS every private man muft be that is guilt/ 
jof mtunanagement in his own concerns. 
Now the foliv of this reafoning will beft ap- 
pear, by applying it in a parallel cafe : ihould 
gny man argue, that a phyfician is fuppofed 
40 «n4a^and his awn art beft ; that the law 
pKoteds ?uaid encourages his profeiTion ; and 
ihcrefore, although he fhpuld manifeftly pre- 
fcibe)^4^;CP,jdrhJs patients, vfV^veoi \^<q 
G 3 ^<^^\\ 
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fhould immediately die, he cannot be ]u&\j 
punifhed, but Is anfwerable only to God : or 
Ihould the fame be offered in behalf of a di« 
vincp who would preach againft religioji and 
moral duties : in either of thefe two eafes, 
every body would find out the fophiftry, and 
prefently anfwer, that although common men 
are not exa£lly (killed in the compoTition or 
application of medicines, or in prefcribing 
the limits of duty ; yet the diffci-cncc between 
foifons and remedies is eaiily known by their 
eJfe6l8 J and common reafon ibon diftinguilhes 
between virtue and 'vice : and it muft be ne* 
ceflary to forbid both thefe the further prac* 
tice or their profeflions, becanfe their crimes 
are not purely perfonal to the phyfician or the 
divine, but deftruflive to the public. All 
which is infinitely ftron^er in refpe£^ to a 
prince, in whofe good or ill conduft the bap. 
pinefs or mifeiy of a whole nation is includ- 
ed i whereas it is of fmall conftquence to the 
public, firther than example, how any pri* 
vate peribn manageth hisproperty« 

But granting that the nght of a lineal fue» 
ceflbr to a crown were upon the fame foot with 
the property of a fubject ; ftill ^^ may at any 
time be transferred by the legiflativepoAver^ 
as other properties frequently are. The fu* 
preme power in a ftate can do no tvrong, be* 
caufe whatever that doth, is the a£Hon of all s 
andy when the lawyers apply this maxim to 
the king, they muSt underltand it only in that 
fenfe, as he is admin iftrator of the fupreme 
power; othcrwifc it U not univeriiUIy true> 
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\ht mav be controuled in feveral inftances eafy 
to producie. 

And thefe arc the topics we rouft proceieJ 
upon to- juftify our-excluiion of the young 
Pretender in France ; that of his fufpefted birth 
being merely populai'j and therefore not madq 
ufe oft as I remember, fince the i*evolution» 
an any fpeech, vote, or proclamationy where 
there was any occafton to mention him. 

As to the ahdication of king James^ ^hich 
the advocates on that fide look upon to have 
' been forcible and unjuft, and confequently 
void in itielf, I think a man may obfenre eve* 
ry mttide of the Englift church, without be- 
ing, in much pain about it. It is not unlike- 
ly that all doors were laid open for his depar- 
ture, and perhaps not without the privity o£ 
the prince of Orange^ as reafonably conclud- 
ing, that the kingdom might better be fet- 
tl^ in his abience i but to afiirm he had anv 
caufe to apprehend the fame treatment with 
hit/atJ^eTi is an improbable fcandal flung up- 
on die nation by a few bieotted French Icrib- 
bkrsy or the invidious ailertion of a r^ined 
party at home in the bitterneis of their fouls, 
not one matenal circumftance agreeing with 
thoie in 164^8 f and the greateft part of thci 
nation having preferved the utmoit horror foe 
that ignomiciout' mttrder : but whether his 
jcmoval were caufed by his own fears y 04^. 
other nien''s artifi^ef it is manifeft to me, that 
luppoiing the throne to be vacant, which was 
the foot the nation went upon, the body of 
the people wit thereuj^n left at V\)atit«f xo 
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chufe what form of government they |4ea 
by thcmfelves or their reprefentatives. 

The only difficulty ot any weight ags 
the proceedings at the revolution, is an 
Tious ob]e6lion, to which the writert u 
that fubjedi: have not yet given ft dire£^ or 
ficient anfwcr, as if they were in pain at t 
confequences, which they apprehend thoi 
the contrary opinion might draw from it, 
will repeat this objefiion, as it was off 
me fome time ago with ail its advantage^ 
a very pious, learned, and worthy geauej 
of the nonjuring-party ♦• 

The force of his argument turned t 
this; that the laws made by the fupr 
power cannot otherwife than by the fupr 
power be annulled : that this coniiftin( 
England of a king, lords, and comm 
whereof each have a negative voice, no 
©f them can repeal or enaft a law witl 
confent of the thiixl ; much lefs may any 
cf them be intirely excluded from its pai 
the legiflature by a 'vote of the other \ 
That all thcfe maxims wfere openly viol 
at the revolution j where an aifembiy of 
Ttobles and people ^ not fummoned by the ki 
writ (which was an effential part of the x 
ftitution). and confequcntly no lawful ra 
ing, did merely upon their own authority 
clare the king to have abdicated," the th 
vacant, and gave the crown by a vote 

mpi 

* Mr. Neffon^ stitV>r.of tbc Fcails and ^4 
the cburch of EngUndm 
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nefbrWf wben there wer^ three children to 
innent, though^ by the fundamental laws of 
the realm^ the next heir is immediately to 
fucceed. Neither doth it appear, how a 
prince*8 abdkatum can make any other fort 
of vacancy in the throne, than would be 
cau&d by hife death, flnce he cannot abdicate 
for his children, (who claim their right of 
fucceifion by a£k of {>ai*liament) otherwife tham 
by his own confent in form to a bill from the 
two hoofes. 

And this is the difficulty, that (eems chiefly 
to ftick with the mod reafonabfe of thofe^ 
who, from a mere fcruple of confcience, re- 
fufe to joni with us upon the revolution pran- 
cipie i but for the reft are, I believe, as far 
mm loving arbitrary government, as any 
others can be, who are born under a free con- 
ftitution, and are allowed to have the leaft 
ihare of common good fenie. 

In this obje£Uon there are two queftiont 
included : fim, whether upon the foot of out 
conftitxition, sts it ftood in the reign of the 
late king yamesf a king of Englmd xnxf 
be depofed ? The feeond is, whether the peo- 
ple of Ef^Umdf convened by their own au- 
thority, smer the king had withdrawn him- 
felf in the manner he did, had power to alter 
the fucceffioa ? 

As for the firft, it is a point I (hall not 
prefume to determine \ and ihall therefore 
QvXj iay, that, to any man who holds the net 
gattve« I would demand the liberty of puttings 
the caft as ftroogly as I pUafe» lifdVC>«^ 
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pofe a prince limited by laws like oyn* y«t 

run ribg into a thoufand caprices of cruelty 

like Nero or Caligula ; I will fuppofe him t* 

murder his mother and his wife { to commit 

Inceft, to ravifti matrensy to blow up the fe^ 

nate, and bum his metropolis $ openly to !»• 

nounce God and Chrift, and worihip tht de« 

vil : thefe and the like exorbitances are in the 

power of a fmgle perfon to commit, without 

the advice of a miniftry, or aiiiftaiice •£ tA 

anny. And if fuch a king, as I havp 4cr 

fcribed, cannot be depofed but by his own 

coniisnt in parliament, I do not well fee how 

he can be refified^ or what can be meant by a 

liVmV^i^ monarchy \ or what fignifies the pea^ 

t>le's confent in making and repealing Uw«» 

sf the perfon who adminifters hath no tic b^ 

conscience, and it anfwerable to none bat 

Cod. I defire no ftrongcr proof that an opi- 

siion muft be falfe, than to nnd Tcry great ab» 

furditiee annexed to it ; and there csmnot be 

greater than in the prefent cafe \ for it is not 

a bare fpeculation that kings may run inta 

fuch enormities as are above-mentioned \ the 

pra6iice may be proved by examples not only 

drawn from the firft C^Jkrsy or later empap 

rors, but ma»y modem princes of Ewropi i 

fuck as PttiT tbf cnul, Pbitip the f§cmtd if 

Spain^ John Bajilovits of Mufc(njyf and,inonr 

own nation, king Jobn, Richard tbt ibirdf 

and Henry the eigbtb. But there caanot be 

equal abfurdities fuppofed in maintaining tha 

contrary opinion ; becaufe it is certain, thar 

^cincea have it in their power to keep ama|o« 
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leir fide by any tolerable adminiftra* 
provoked by continual oppreflions % 
indeed can then anfwer, where th» 
of the people will ftop. 
the iecond part of the obje£lion| 
Jie people of England convened by 
1 authority, upon king Jameses pre* 
epartuie, had power to alter the fuc« 

wer to thisy I think it is manifeft 

pra£licc of the wifeft nations, and 
I to have had the trued notions of 

that) when a prince was laid afide 
adminiftration, the nobles and pufU^ 
jiought it neceflary for the public 
I refume the adminiibiation of the fu- 
)wer| (the power itfelf having been 
I them) and did not only alter tht 
» but often the very form of govem- 
I becaufe they believed there was na 
ight in one man to govern another^ 
111 was by inftitutiQn, force, or con- 
bus, the cities of Greici, when tbcy 

their tyrannical kings, either cho& 
om a new family, or aboliihed the 
ivernment, and became free ftates* 

Romans^ upon the expulfion oiTar* 
nd it inconvenient for them to he 
iy longei' to the pride, the luft, the 
nd arbiu*ary will of Angle perlQni, 
:£ore by general confent intirsly al- 

whole frame of th^ir govemiaenu 
[ fiad the proceedings #f either, in 

i2m» 
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this pointy id have been condemned bj any 
hiftorian of the fucceeding aget. 

But a great deal hath been already faid by 
other wnters upon this inyidious and beaten 
fubjeft i therefore I /hall let it fall j though 
the point is commonly miftakeni efpecially by 
the lawyers i who of all others feem leaft to 
underftand the nature of goyemment in gene^ 
ral i like under- workmen, who are expert e« 
nough at making a iingle wheel in a clock, 
btttare utferly ignorant now to adjuft the-fe« 
veral parts, or regulate the movements. 

To return therefore from this digre/Hon $ it 
is a cburcb of England tnan't opinion, that the 
frMdom of a nation con6fts in an abfolute suv- 
§mited Ugijlati've fowery wherein the whole 
body of the people are fairly reprefented, and 
in an executwe duly IwnUd \ bKecaufe on thi i 
£de likewife there may ,b<^ dangerous degrees, 
as)d a very ill extreme, {•'or when two par« 
ties in a ftate are pretty equal in power, pre- 
tem/bmst merit and <virtue^ (for thefe two lal 
are, with relation to parties and a court, quiti 
different things) it hath been the opinion^ oi 
10nt beft writers upon government, that a prine 
«ueht not in any fort to be under the guidaiMi 
or mfluence of either, becaufe he declines h\ 
this means from his office of prefiding ov^ 
the whole, to be the head of a farfy, wfaM 
beiides the indignity, renders him anfwerabl 
for all public mifmanagements, and the cOn 
•fequences of them \ and, in whatever ftate th' 
happens, there muft either be a weaknefs j 
the prince or miniftiy, or elfe the former 
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XI much reftrained by the iiDble% or thoft 
rho reprefent the people. 
To conclude : A churcb ff Strand mam 
ity with prudence and a |^ood conicience ap-' 
rove the profefTed principles of one PJ^rty 
itre than the other, according as he tiiinkt 
hty beft promote the good of church and 
ate I but ne will never be fwayed by paflion 
r intereft to advance an opinion, merely be- 
taCe it is that of the party he moft apph>ves ; 
rbich one fmgle principle he looks upon at 
be root of all our civil animoiities. To en* 
er into a party, as into an order of friers^ 
rith fo rebgned an obedience to fuperiors, it 
ery unfuitable both with the civil and religious' 
iberties we fo zealoufly afTcrt. Thus the 
inderftandings of a whole fenate are often en- 
laved by three or four leaders-on each fide, 
rho, inftead of intending the public weal, have 
beir hearts wholly fet upon ways and means 
ow to get or to keep employmejits. But to 
peak more at large, how has this fpirit of 
tBiiori mingled itfelf with the mafs of the' 
eople, changed their nature and manners, 
nd the very genius of the nation ? broke all 
lie laws of charity, neighbourhood, alliance, 
nd hofpitality, deftroyed all ties of friend- 
lip, and divided families again ft themfelves f 
nd no wonder it ihould be fo, when in order* 
ifind out thecharafter of a perfbn, inftead 
f inquiring whether he be a man of vii-tue, 
onour, piety, wit, goodfenfe, orleai-ning; 
iie modem queftion is only, whether he be a 



*whif or a fjjp luder which terou all £0f» 
and ill qualities are in^udely ' ' 

Nov» bec«u(fi it is ipcSnt of difficulty t 
chuTe an ezad: middle oftw^n two ill o 
tremesy it msty be worth ibqulnng iir tlK {« 
^t cafe, which of tbffi a yh^ a^d {^ ni 
would rather ieem to avoid s tsfkln^ therefbi 
their own good and ill charafters with duf t 
batements and allowaiicet' for partiality aa 
jpaifion, I (hould ^hi^k that) io order to pfi 
icnre the conftitution intire in cfturchand mt 
whoever hath ^ true value lor hoth, would 1 
lure to avoid the extremes of *wb^ for tl 
iake of theformer, a^d the txtrepies pf M 
on account of the latter* 

I have now faid all that I could t}ilnk cot 
venient uj^n lo nice a fubje^l, and find I ha 
the ambition common with other reafonei 
to wi(h at leaft that both parties may think t 
im the ri^bu which would be of fome ule 
thole who have any virtue left, but are bUo 
ly drawn into the extravagance of clt(ier» u 
QDrfalfe reprefentations, to f^ye the ambiti 
•r malice of defigmng^meny without any pi 
ipe^ of their own^ 3ut, if that is not to 
hoped for, my next wiQk fliould be fhat be 
might think meintbi <wroiK^r vjhick t woi 
underitahd asa^^mple lufttncation of myft 
and a fure grouqd to believe, that I hav^m 
ceeded at leaft with inapartiauity« aad p^f^ 
with truth. 
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l^r» us thimgi mnv ft and ^ he mtttndednmth 
fmt iwc9VOimencu^ mnd pirhtxps noi frw^ 
,im thofi wurny gaoitffkai frafofed ibirebjm 

Wntten m the year 1 709. 

I AM vcrf fenfiUe, what a weaknefs aiul 
(reAimption it is to reafon againft the 
Efiumottr and difpofition of the world. 
nber H was with great )iifticei and a 
4|e regard to the freedom^ both of the public 
Ii4 the prefSf forbidden upon fertfie penaU 
W ta write* or difcourTcy or lay wagrrs a- 
fMnlfcthiB jMiflJVy even before it was confirmed 
Wf pariiainent ^ becaufe that was looked upou 
M a deiign to oppofe the current of the people, 
i9bJGh» bciidei tne lolly of it» is a man iff ft 
ktwh of the fundamental law, that makes 
Alt majority of opinion the voice of God. In 
KHpiiMmBU» and &r the very iivx^t ix;^lgTv^« 
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ly perhaps be neither fafe nor prudent t» 
le againft the aboliihing of chiiftiankf 
junaure, when all parties appear fo una- 
loufly determined upon the point, as wcl 
inot but allow from their aflions, thdr 
courfesy and their writings. However, I 
low not how, whether from the afieftatioft 
.' fin^larity, or the perverfenefs of humaa 
ature, but fo it unhappily falls out, that I 
:annot be intirely of this opinion. Naj, 
:ho\j^h I were fure an order were iflued for 
my immediate profecution by the attorney- 
eeneral, I (hould dill confefs, that in the pre- 
Knt pofture of our affairs at home^or abroad 
I do not yet fee the abfolute necefiity of ex- 
tirpating the chriltian religion fromamoi]|^ 
us. 

This perhaps ma^ appear too great a para- 
dox even for our wife and paradoxical age to 
endure 5 therefore I fhall handle it with all 
the tendemeft, and with the utmoft defierenot 
to that great and profound majority^ which 
is of another fentiment. 

And yet the curious may pleafe to oblerre 
bow much the genius of a nation is liable t 
alter in half an age : I have heard it affinm 
for. certain by fome very old people, that^ 
contrarv opinion v^s even in their memor 
as much in vogue as the other is now $ a 
that a project &r aboliihing chriftianity w<r 
then have appeared as nnsular, and b 
thought as ablbrd, as it would be at thiil 
to write or difcourft in its dcfcnct. 

Ti 
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Therefore I freely own, that all appearan- 
ces are agsunft me. The fyftem of the gofpel, 
after the fate of other fyftems, is generally 
antiquated and exploded, and the mafs or bo« 
dy of the common people, among whom it 
fiaems to have had its lateft credit, are now 
grown as much afliamed of it as their betters $ 
opinions like faihions, always defcending 
from thofe of quality to the middle fort, and 
thence to the vulgar, whei-e at length they are 
dropped andvanifli. 

But here I would not be miftaken, and niuft 
theiefore be ibbold as to borrow a diftinftion 
from the writers on the other fide, when they 
make a difference between nominal and real 
trimtarians. I hope no reader imagines me 
fo weak to (land up in the defence of real chrif- 
tianity, iuch as ufed in primitive times (if we 
may believe the authors of thofe ages) to have 
ma mfluence upon mens belief and a£lion8 3 
to offer at the reftoring of that would indeed 
be a wild projefl: $ it would be to dig up foun- 
dations i to deftroy at one blow all the wit, 
and half the. learning of the kingdom ; to 
break the intire frame and conftitution of 
things s to ruin trade, extinguifh- arts and 
iciencesy with the profeffors of them ^ in (hcrt» 
to turn our courts^ exchanges, and (hops into 
ddarts i and would be full as abfurd as the 
propofal of iJbrof^, where he advifes the Ro' 
moMS^ all in a body, to leave their city, and 
§uk a new . ieat in fome remote part of the 
world, by way of cure for the corruption of 
their mannas, 

n 3 1\\«t- 
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Theitfore I think this caution was i 
altogether unneceffary, fwhich I hav« i 
«nly to prevent all poflibili^ of Ck\ 
fiDce e^ery candid reader will cafily 
Hand my difcourfe to be intended onif 
fence of nominal chriftianityy the oo 
ing been for fome time wliolly laid i 
general confent» as utterly inconfiftef 
«ur prefent/chemes of wealth and powi 

But why we (hould therefore caft 
name and title of chriftians, although 
neral opinion and refolution be fo ttiol 
it, I confefs I cannot (with fnbmtffif 
prehendy nor is the confequence ne 
However, fmce the undertakers propo; 
wonderful advantages to the nation 
proje^ly and advance many plauiible < 
ons againft the fyftem of cmiftianity, 
brieflf confider the ftrenj?th of both, 
allow them their greateft weight, ar 
fuch anfwers as I think moft reafi 
After which I will beg leave to (hew 
ineonveniencies may |MflibIy happen 1 
an innovattioA in the prefent poftdre pf < 
fairs, 

Firft, one gmt advantage propbTed 
aboIi(hing of diriftianity is, that it won 
much enlarge and eftabliih liberty o 
fcience, that great bulwark of our * 
and of the proteftant religion, which 
too much limited by prieftcraft, notwit 
ing all the good intentions of the legi 
as we have lately found by a fevere it 
For it is coniidently reported^ that two 




fi[tlelneh .(^rtal ft'obes^ brj|;htwit| and pro- 
1^ jod^nvWf, wm>i upon a.thorongh ex- 
amifistidn of caii^ and effeSts, and by tlii^ 
itod fb^e of nsltttral abHitieSy without t&e 
Safff iroBtxart of leazning^ h'avms nii'ade a dif* 
^arittji 6iat there was no God, and gene- 
fonlly <o mn & u nT6ttting tbeir thoughts for the 
pi6a tf the ptrt)lic, were fome time ago, by 
>]& tkiipatraneied reVerity^ aiid upon I know 
\ not what oHfdletelaWi broke for blafphemv. 
And as h hiifh been wifely obferved^ if peri&- 
mdon once befi;ins9 no man alive knows how 
iir it ihav reacn, w where it will end« 

In anrfirer lb all which^ with deference t9 
5»Uer JQdjginentSy I think this rather ftews 
^he neceflity df a nomhnil religion among us« 
GiMt wtte love to.be firee with the higheft ob- 
1^8 i and, if thej cannot be allowed a God 
CO revile or renounce they will ipeak evil of 
digrfltieSy abiife the ^vemhBent^ and refleft 
«tj^n aa^ miniftry y which I am fure few will 
dciiy td be of niuch more pernicious cbnie- 
oiieiicey accolrding to. the faying of 7theri9s^ 
JttcHM ojjfenfa drnxura* As to the particular 
ft6( related, I think it is not fair to arjgue 
tfrom one inlfance, perhaps another cannot be 
{Axduced : yet (to the comfort of all thoic 
whci niay be apprdieniive of perfecution) 
tdai^emy we know is freely fpoken a miU 
lion of times in every coffee-houfe and tavern^ 
4or wherercver elfe good company meet. It 
inuft b« allowed indeed, that to break an 
engU/b free-boin of&cer only for blafphemy, 
«rafj to 4^ak' the |;entleft' ot ikcVi ^cev ^6C\Q>tw^ 
H 4. «.xt.r| 
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•a very hieh ftrain of abibliite pofwerl Little 
can be faid in excnfe for the gcaftil | perhaps 
^e Wat afhud it mig^t give offeree to the al- 
Iiesy among whom, for aught we know, it 
may be the cuftom of the country to believe k 
God. But if he argned» at fame have done» 
uponamiftaken principle^ that an officer who 
is guilty of fpeaking blafphemyi may ibme 
time or other proceed Co far as to raiie a mu- 
tiny, the confequence is by no meant to be ad«> 
mitted s for furely the commander of an sag^ 
Ij/b army is liice to be but ill obeyed, whoie 
ioldiers fear and reverence him as little at they 
do a Deity. 

It is further objected againft the goibel fyi^ 
ilem, that it obliges men to the belief ot things 
too difficult for free-thinkers, and fuch who 
have ihaken off the prejudices that ufually 
cling to a confined education. To which \ 
anfwer, that m^n ihould be cautious how 
they raife objeiSlionSy which refie6l upon the 
wiiHom of tne nation. Is not every body 
freely allowed to believe whatever hejpleafeth, 
and to publiih his belief to the world when- 
ever he thinks fit, efpecialljr if it ferves to 
ilrengthen the party, which is in the right ? 
Would any indifferent foreigner, who fliould 
read the trumpery lately written by * AJgfl^ 

* jygii wrote an argament to prove, that men 
may be tranflated from hence into eternal life, with-*' 
edt pafliflg through death. 

^o^M/publi/hoi itnt dcifficsl booksk 

Tie-. 
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nuUd^ ToUutd, Convard, and forty mor«, 
imagine the gofpel to he our rule of faith 
mnd • confirmed hy parliaments f Does any 
man either believe, or fay he believes, or dh^ 
fin to have it thought that he fays he believes 
one fyllabi^. of the matter f And is any man 
woi;^ received upon that ftore, or does he 
find his want of nominal faith a difadvantage 
to hiin in the purfuit of any civil or military 
employment ?^ What if there be an old dor- 
mant ftatuteor two againft him, are they not 
BOW obfolete to a d^ree, that Empfon and 
Dudley themfelves, if mey were now gfive, 
would find it impoflible to put them in exe- 
cution. 
■ It is likewiie tu^ed^ that there are by com- 
fftttation in this kingdom above ten thoufand 
paribus, whofe revenues, added to thofe of 
my lords the biihops, would fuflice- to. main* 
taitt at leaft two hundred young ^ntldmen of 
wit and pleafure, and free-thiiScmg, enemies 
to prieftcraft, narrow principles, pedantry. 
aad prejudices, who might be an omamenc 
10 the court and town : and, then again, fo 
peat a number of able [bodied] divines 
might be a rec^it to our fleet and armies. 
Tms indeed tippears to be a confideration of 
fimie weight t but then, on the other fide, 
ftveral thuigs deferv'e to be confidered like* 
H 5 wife: 

TradSfTs writings were bla^hemovs and atheUU- 
cal. 

Ctmard aflerted the mortality of the(iV9\) «xAili> 
)i4^ tbc i^l of it t9 be in tine b\^4« 
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wife : ^% firft^ whether it niRy not bctboug^ 
necefTiryy that in eertsin trads cf c o uBU y» 
lik^ what we call pariAiny their AodUI Iw 
oEte man at leail of aoHitica ta read aad wriceu 
Then it feems a wrong compvtatiois thatfbs 
revenues of the church thron|rh0ut itip iianA 
wouhi be large enough to mtuitaia two hmi^ 
dred yo\m|r gentlemeir» or cveft kalf €bm 
number, after the preftnt refined way of Itr* 
ingy that is, to allow each of' tbem fucb m 
rent, at, in the modern form of Ipecih^ wioa14 
make them eafy. ^nt ftill there it in this 
pro|e£( a greater mifchief behinil| and mm 
ouriit to b^are of the woman's MW, wto 
killed the hen that every morning laid her a 
golden tgg. For, pray what wmild become 
of the race of«ien in the next age,, if we hadl 
nothing to truft to befidetheicropfanloos cott* 
fumpAive prodn^tiont fumiflied l^our men of 
witand pleafure, when having fijaandered .a^ 
way their vigour, lieai^/md eftatet, they am 
forced, by fome difagreeable marriage, to 
pieee np their broken fortunes, and entail 
rottcnneft and politenefs-on their pofterity? 
Now, here are ten thoufand perfont redttced^ 
by the wife regrulations of Hemy the ewhth^ 
to the neceffity of a low diet, and a mockraie 
exercife, who are the only great reftorert of 
our breed, without which &e nation would 
in an age or two become one great ho(pi» 
tal. 

Another advantage propofed by the aT>o* 
li(hing of chriftianity is the clear gain of one 
day in feven, which it now inttrujr loft, and 
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confequentiy the kingdom one feventh h& 
coniidcrable in- trade, bufinefs, and pleafure {' 
befides the loft to the imblic of To many ftately 
fkrufhires now; in the hands of the clergy, 
whiek might bi c6nverted into pUy-houies» 
market-houfes, exchanges, common dormito- 
riea, and other public edifices. 

I hope I ihall be for^ven a hard word if I 
call this a cavil. I readily own there hath 
^een an old . cufttoniy time out of mind, for 
people tQ aflemble in the churches every Sun-. 
daj^ and that fhops are ftill fi-equently (hut 
up, 'in order, as it is conceived, to preferve 
the mtemoty of that antient pra^iice ; but how 
this can prove a hindrance to buiineA or plea« 
fure, is hard to imagine. What if the men 
«f pleafure zxt forced, one day in the week, 
to game at home inftead of the cbUolate-hufe ^ 
are not the Ufuirns and affn-bmifts open P 
can there be a more convenient feafon f:>r tak- 
ing a dofe of phyfic ? are fewer claps got up- 
<m Sundoft than other days 1 is not that the 
chief day for traders to fum up the accounts 
of the^ week, and for lawyers' to prepare their 
briefs '? but I would fain know, how it can 
be pretended, that the churches are mifap- 
plied ? where are more appointments and reii- 
dezvoufes of gallantry ? where more care to 
appear in the fbremoil box, with greater aji- 
vantage of -drefs ? where more meetings for 
buitnefs ? where more bargains driven of a)!' 
forts ? and where fo many conveniencies of 
incitemcnu to deep ? 

H 6 Thtie 
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There ii one advantajp^e^ greater than anjr 
N . of the fore^oiagy propoled l^ the aboliihing 

Yl of chriftianity } that it will vtterly cxtinffuim 

pardet anions^ us, by removing thofe fWeuoiui 
diftinfiions of high and low-churchy iti^wUg 
and ifify^ preflyteriam and cbmrcb rf Bu^amSt 
which are now £o many grievoui dogs upon 
public proceedings, and are apt to difpoft 
men to prefer the gratifying themfelvet or dt« 
preifing their adveriariet, before the moft im- 
portant intereft of the ftate. 

I confefsy if it were certain, that t^ great 
an advantage would redound to the nation by 
this expedient, I would fubmit, and be filent \ 
but will any man fay, that if the words ^uiikr- 
h^^ ilriMkmgf cbgaiingj hm, /imliMg* wera 
by aft of parliament ejeaed out of the Eug* 
It/h tongue and diftionaries, we fliould all 
awake next morning chaAe and taaoperatB, ho« 
neft and juft, and Xovers^of truth. Ia this a 
fair confequence ? or if thf phyficittM w«uld 
forbid us to pronounce the words /suir, jmi/» 
rbeumatifm^ and ftome^ would that emedient 
ferve like (b many taUfmam to deftroy die dif. 
eate themiclves ? are party and faftion root- 
ed in men*s Jtiearts no deeper than phraies bor* 
rowed from religion, or founded upon no 
firmer principles ? and is our own language 
fo poor, that we cannot find other terms to 
cxpreft them? are envy, pride, avarice, 
and ambition fuch ill nomenclators, that they 
Cfomot fumifli appellations for their owners ? 
will not beydukes and mafnalukes, mandarims, 
u^dffitjbawjf or any other words formed at 
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pktforey fenre to diftinguiih thofe who are 
u ^bt miniftrv from othm, who would be in 
it if thty could ? what, for inftancey is eaiier 
than to vary the form of fpeech, and, inftead 
of the word charch» make it a queftionin po- . 
liticSf whether the monument be in dstnger ? 
becauie religion was nearcft at hand to fumifli 
a few convenient phraies, is our invention fo 
barren, we can find no other ? fuppofe for ar« 
gument lake, that the tories favoured Mdr* 
gariid *, the wbigs Mrs. Tqftj^ and the 7rim* 
wmrs Fd^mtimf would not Margarituuu, ^of* 
timUf and Faiititimam be very tolerable marks 
of diftinftion ? the Pn^ and Femii^ two 
moft virulent faiUons in bidy^ began (if I 
remember right) by a diftin&ion of colours ia 
ribbands t imd we mieht contend with as 
«x>d a grace about Ae dignity of the bbtt and 
the grtmt which would ttrve as properly to 
divide the court, the parliament, and the. 
kingdom between diem, at any terms of art 
wbadbever borrowed from relieion. And- 
tiierefbre I think there is little force in this 
objedion againft chriftianity, or prefpeft of 
fo fl[fcat an advantage as is propo(ed in the 
abMiihing of it. 

It is again objefted, as a very abfurd ridi- 
culous cuftom, that a fett of men ihould bt 
fuffered, much leis emplo^ and hired, to 
bawl one day in (even agunft the lawfulneft 
of thoic methods moik in ufe towards the pur- 

fuit 

* Itailtn fiii|cri then ia fo^ \ Msr|^rita was 
afyenmdt mund t« Pr« Pepu&he» 
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Tiiit of greatncfsy richet, andpleiinr^y' 
art; (hs conftam pra£kiee of ail mcta al 
the oth^r fix. But this objeftion is, I 
u little unworthy fo refined an age as 
Let ua argue thft matter calmly s I an 
t}ve breaft of any^poUte fret-thinker, ^ 
jfl the puffuit of gratifying- a preiloi 
p^ffion, he hath not alwajni fblt a WM 
iiTtitement by relieving it 'was a thinj 
bfdden : and therefore we fee, in ordei* 
t^te this tafte the wiftloiA of the natio 
taken ijpeeial care, that the ladiet iho^ 
fotnHtaeil with prohibited filka, and tli 
vrith pfehibited' wine; And indeed- i 
td iM wifhed,- that fome other pr6lii 
^^vt promoted, in order to imfteiove th 
lure* of the toWh ; which for want' o 
CK pedienta begin already, at I am n 
A^g and gro^ languid, giving way d 
ciuelinroula from the ^Iben. ' 

It U Ultewf ft propoied «s a great adi 
to the public, thit^ if we once difcard'i 
tern of^ the gofpcl, ail rriigion will of 
8e bantihed'for ever, and confequently 
with it thofe grievous prejudice! of edu 
wUich, under the names of virtue, conl 
honour, iuftice, and the like, are fo 
d]l1:urb the peace of human. minds,* a 
notions whereof are fo hard to be era 
Hy right reafon or free-thinking, foil 
during the whole courTeof our Uvesi 

Here firft I obferve, how difficult i 
gEt rid of a phrafe, which the world 
gtgwn fond of, though the Ojiccafiott ti 
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produced it be intireiy taken away. For fc* 
wtnlk yean pafty if a man had but an ill- fa- 
vottrcd Boie, riic deep thinkers of the agie 
^rmM lone way or other contrive to iiAp^te. 
thecaule to the f»re)udice of his education. 
From thia foaniaM are (aid to be derived ali- 
tor IboKfll notions of pcftice, piety, lorve of' 
oar Gowitry} all our opinions of God or a- 
ham ftate, heaven, bell, and the like : and 
there mighr formerly perhaps have bef;n fome 
fietcnce for this chavgt. Bnt fo eficftnal' 
cnre hath been fince taken to remove thoAft' 
fk«i«KiiceSy byanintirechangein themethodc: 
^ education, that (with honour' I mention' ir 
t»o«r poKtn innovators) the youhg- gentle- - 
wnm, who are now cm the icene, ieem not t^* 
fcave tho leaft tinaure kft of thole ittfbfions»- 
•r Uriiig of tbofe weeds ; and by Gonletinenee* 
the re^on for abolifliing nominal chinftianity»- 
npovr that pretext, is wholly ceafed. 

For the lel^ it may perfaAps admic n eon^ 
troverfy, whether the banifhing alt nottban' 
of religioB whatlbever wonM* be convenient 
lor the Tolgar; Not that I am in the leafrof 
opinion with tbolt, who hold icligionto Intw 
been the invention of politicians to keep ther 
lower part of the world in awe by the fear oF 
inviiibfe powers; unlef!; mankind were then 
very difrcFent from what it is now : for I- 
look upon the mafs or body of people her^ 
in Er^land to be as free-thinkers, that is tot 
lay, as ftaunch unbelievers, as any of (be 
higlif-'ft rank. But I conceive fr>nie fciMcred 
notions .about, a Ipperior power to be of i'ln- 
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sular ufe for the comrtion peopU, as ^miih— 
ing excellent materials to keep children quict- 
w£en they grow peeviih» and providing to**- 
pict of amulement in a tedious winter-night** 

Laftly^ It is proDofed, as afin^lar advaa-* 
t^^e, that the aboiiihing of chriftianity will 
very much contribute to the uniting of pr§^ 
t^oMtjf by enlarging the terms of communi- 
01I9 fo as to take in all forts of diffemttrs^ 
who arc now (hut out of the pale upon «c«*. 
count of a few ceremonies, which all fidei 
«Qnfe(s to Ik things indifferent : that this 
akoe will effe£iualTy anfwer. the great «ndt 
o£ a icheme for comprehenfion by oaetiing a 
large noble gate, at which all bodies may 
inter x whereas the chaf&ring with difftnterif 
and dodging about this or the other ceremo^ 
By, u wit Tike opening a few wickets, aind 
leaidng them at jar, by which no more thaa* 
one can ^t in at a time, and that not withn 
out ftooping, and fideling, and iqueefing his 
body.. 

To all this I answer, that thete is one dar« 
ling iiiciination o^ mankind, which ufsallv 
affe&s to be a. retainer to religion, thougL 
ihe be neither its parent, its god-mother, or 
its friend i I mean the fpirit of oppofition« 
that lived long before chriftianity, and cait 
eaiUy fubiiil without it. . Let. us, for inftance, . 
examine wherein the oppoiition of fe&aries 
among us conilfts \ we ihall find chriftianity 
to hare no (hare in it at ail. Does the go& 
pel any where prefcribe a ifcuiched fqueefed 
oountenaace^ a ftiff formal gaitp a liogMlarity 

of 
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•r mannert and habit, or any aflfefted modes 
of ipeech different from the reafonable part of 
mankind ? Yet» if chriftianity did not lend its 
name to ftand in the gap> and to employ ft 
divert thefe humoun, tney mnft of neceffity' 
be fipent in contraventions to the lawt of th« 
landy and difturbance of the public peace* 
There it a portion of enthufiafm aifigned^to 
every nation, 'which, if it hath not proper ob« 
jeftt to work on, will burft out, and fet all 
m a flame. If the quiet of a ftate can bo 
bought by only flingine men a few ceremoniet - 
to devour, it is a purchafe no wife man would 
refufe. Let the maftiffs amufe themfelves with 
a flieep*t ikin ftuffed vrith hav, provided it 
will keep them from lyorrving the flock. The 
anflitution of convents abroad feemt in one 
point a ftrain of great wifdom, there being 
few irregularities in human paffions, that may 
not have recourfe to vend themfelves in fomo 9 
of thoie orders, which are fo many retreats 
for the fpeculative, the melancholy, the pr oud, 
the iilent, the politic, and the morofe, to 
fpend themfelves, and evanorate the obnoxi- 
ous particles } for each ot whom we in this 
ifland are forced to provide a feveral £e€i of 
religion, to keep them quiet ^ and, whenever 
chriflianity fliall. be aboliflied, the legiflar 
ture muft find ibmc other expedient to emploj 
and entertain them. For what imporu it 
how laige a gate you open, if there will be 
alwayt mt a number, who place a pride and 
a merit la rtfufing to enter ? 

Havin|[ 
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HaTing ^us coniidered the msoft imp 
eb)e6)ion8 againft chfifthmity^ and At 
advantages prb^lcid bjr the abbltfhhifef 
of ; I ihall now with equaf deference & 
mifHoR to wifer judgrnents, its before, 
ceed to mention a rew inconVeniencfe 
niay happen, if the go(pel fftould be rep 
i»vh(ch perhaps the projectors may not 
ftiflficientiv conftdered. 

Andy nrft, I am rerr fenfible how 
the gentlemen of wit uid pleafnre ar6 
murmur^ and be eh6iaked at the fight 
rtian^ dag^led-tail parfons^ who hap| 
fall m their way, and oftend their eyes 
at the fame time thefe wife reformers i 
confider, what an advantage and feli 
is for great wits to be alvtrays proTide< 
objects of fcom and contempt, in on 
. li exerctle and improve their talents, and 

i/^i fheir fpleen from falling oh each other, 

» \1 themfelves, efyed^ilj when all this it 

. 9 done without the leaft hna^nafole dan; 

* ■ their perfohs. 

And to urge another ax^inent of 
rallel nature : if chriftianity were once 
lifhed, how could the' fret- thinkers, the 
reaibners, and th^ men of profound lea 
be -able io find* another fubief^ fo cak 
in all points whereon to 4"P'^, ^^^^ 
ties f what wondferf\il j^tWrajHibris c 
fl»buld we be deprived or from tHoft, 
geniur by contitihalp^a£lice Hath bectf ^ 
turned upon raillery and iii'veiftl flt fy agai 
ti^oins and would therefore never be i 
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§Hnt or diiHngtiifh tberofelves upon any othtt 
§atojt€k $ we are daily complaining of the great 
4ecitne of wit amon; us, and would we take 
away the greateft^ perhaps the only topic w^ 
k«fc leftf wbd would ever hare rufjpe6lcd 
J&U lor a wit» or Toland for a philofopher, 
it the inexhatiftible Hock of chnftianity had 
mot been at hand to provide them with mate- 
fiah ? what other fubje^ through all art or 
latvre could have oroduced Ttndat for a pro- 
Iband author, or nirniflied him with readers ? 
it is the wi(e choice of the fubjefl that afon^ 
adorns and diftinguiihes the writer. For, had 
an bandred fncb pens as thefe been employed 
a» the fide of r^figion, they would have nn- 
■icdiatelv fnnk into filence and oblivion. 
Nor do 1 think it wholly groundlefi, or 

Slears altogether imaginary, that the -abo- 
ins of ^hnftiattity may perhaps brmg thd 
charcB in danger, or at leaA put the fenate t^ 
ibe tvouhle of another fecuring vote. I de- 
ire I any not be miftaken ; I am far from 
frefamtng^ to affirm or think, that the chorcA 
It -ID duiger at preient, or as things now 
faad I but we know not how fooii it may be 
jfby when^tiie chriftiaa religion is repeaiedl 
JU planfible as this pro)e6( feems, there inay 
be a dudgeroiis defign lurking under it. No* 
thiB|r can be aaore notorious, than that the;^ 
mibeiftif drifift fieinidns, atttS'trinitarians, and 
•ther fiib-t^vifions of iiree-thiMiOMrs, ntigst^ 
Ibas of little aea) for the prefent eedefiamcal 
«fti^)ifl»nrieDt s their deelaned opinton is; re^ 
feidiogtheiacttiiieatalteft^ th^YU^^*^^*^ 
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different with regard to ceremonies ; n 
they hold the jits diztKum of epifco 
therefore this may be intended as one | 
fiep towards altering the conftitutioa i 
church eftabliihedy and letting up frf^ 
in the ftead, which I leave to be fuithe 
ildered by thofe at the helm. 

In the lad place, I think nothiBg c 
more plain, than that, by this expedier 
fliall run into the evil we chieAy prete 
avoid : and that tlie aboliihment of tbi 
JHoH religion will be the readieft cou 
can take to introduce popery. And 1 2 
more inclined to this opinion, becau 
know it hath been the conitant pra^ioe 
jefuits to fend over cmiflaries with inftru 
to perfonate themfelves members of ti 
Veral prevailing fe£ls among us. So it 
corded, that they have at fundry timi 
peared in the guife of preJbyterianSf m 
tiftSf indeptndentSy and quakersj accordi 
any of tfaefe were moft in credit ^ ib, fii 
^ faihion hath been taken up of explodii 
JigioTiy the pepi/b miffionaries have nc 
.wanting to mix with the fcee> thinkers $ 2 
whom Tcland, the great oracle of thf 
thrtftionsy is an Irijb prieft, the Ton of z 
prieft; and the moft learned and ir^ 
autkor of a book called the rights of'ih 
fian €hurd) was in a proper jun&ure 1 
c^Jcd to the Kwnift) faith, whole true i\ 
i^ypean by a handred paffages in his x% 
pt ftUl cofitiniaes. jperhaps I could <id< 
#thm to Ae nuinber $ but the faA is t 
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tite, and the reafonin^ thej proceed hy is 
right : for, fuppofmg chnftianity to be extin* 
gui(bedy the people will never be at eafe till 
tW^ find out forne other method of worihip % 
vbich win as infallibly produce fuperftition» 
IS foperftition will end in pofery. 

And therefore, if, notwithHanding all Z 
haiTe (aid, it ftill be thought neceflary to hav« 
a bin brought in for Vepcaline chrlftianity» I 
wMild hvmbly offer an amendxnettt, that in» 
Ikad of the word chriftianity may be put rc« 
ligios in general, which I conceive will much 
better anlwer all the good ends propofed by 
the pro)e£lors of it. For as long as we leave 
in Ming a God and his providence, with all 
the nece/Iary confequeoces, which curious and 
inquifitive men will be apt to draw from fuch 
prenufles, we do not ftrike at the root of the 
rri), though we ihould ever fo effe£hially an- 
nihtlcrte the prefent fcheme of the gofpel s ' 
for, of what uie is freedom of thoiight, if it 
will not produce freedom of aflion, which i«i 
the fbleend, how remote foever in appearance,. 
of alt obje^^ions aeatnft chiiftianitjr } and 
therefore the free-thinkers confider it as a 
Ibrt of edifice, wherein all the parts have 
liich a mutual dependence on each other, that, 
if you happen to pull out one fingle nail, the. 
whole fabnc muft fall to the ground. This. 
was happify expreflcd by him, who had heard 
of a text brought for pioof of the trinity, 
which in an antient manufcriptwas different- 
ly read \ he thereupon immediately took th«, 
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hint, and by a fudden dedu6lion of a Ions ^ 
Jerites moft logically concluded t why, 'n it 
ke as you fay, I may fafely wbons aad drink 
on, and defy the parfon. From which, ami 
many the like inftancea eafy to be producedj^ 
I think nothing can be more manifeft, tkaa 
that the quarrel is not againft anv particttlar 
points of hard digeftion in the chridian fy^ 
tern, but againft religion in general, which^ 
laying reftraintir on human nature, is fuppo- 
fed wt ^reat enemy to the freedom of thought 
imd a£lion. 

Upon the whole, if it Ihall ftill be thought 
f9r the benefit of the church and ftate, that 
cbriftianity be aboliihed, I conceive however 
it may be more convenient to defer the exe- 
cution to a time of peace, and not venture in 
this conjunflure to difoblige our allies, who. 
SIS it falls out, are all chriftians, and many of 
them, by the (trejudices of their education, Co- 
bigotted, as to place a fort of pride in the 
appellation. If, upon being reje6ked by them, 
we are to truft to an alliance with the Turk^ 
we (hall find ourielves much deceived: for» 
as he is too remote, and generally engaged ia 
war with the Per/ian emperor, to his peopio 
would be more (candaliied at our infidelity^ 
than our chriftian neighbours. For the Turh 
are not only drid oblervers of religions wor- 
Ihip, but, what is worfe, believe a GoAi 

w(i€h 

* A fmtet 4i]9ef8 Irom a (yitogifin, lo that it Cakes 
only the minor" piopofition. An exampls of thif 
Mgiin aaj bckcMim 'J^bn £«//, VoU YU i« f t?« 
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* * I which is more tfian h lequired of ut^ eren 
■t whjle we pfTcferw the i^me of chriftjant, 

nfc To conclude : whatcfer Ibroe may think «i 

]i4 the p-eat adi^ancagcs to trade by this favou* 

1^ tite Arheme, I do rery mm:h apprehend, fhat, 

ia fix months itmt after the a^ is paft for the 
cxtirp^tiQt) qf the gofpel^ the Ba^k aiid £^* 
r(^ India ftockmnyf Till ^tU^h ant fftr ctnt. And, 

^ ft nee thai h mty times more than ever the 

wiTdom of our ^ge thoug;ht lit to venture for 
the preTeriration of chnftianity, there ii no 
feafoii we ^ould be at fo |r<^t a k£r^ min\f 
ii for the ikk« of deJb«ying it« 

It 
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Reformation of Mann 
By a Person of Qualxti 
Written in the Year 1709. 
To theCountefs of Bsrkle 

Madam, 

My intention in prefixing your lad 
name is not» after the commoz 
to de(ire your protection of the foUowi 
pers ; which I take to be a very unreai 
re(|ueft ; iince by being inicribed to you 
ihip, tho<igh without your knowledg 
from a concealed hand, you cannot : 
mend them without fufpicion of par 
My real de^pi it, I confels, the yer 



^ This enlUe«t hay was Elifattth, the 
^er of S^A Noel^ vifcouiit Cmfdm^ and 
EiwMrd carl of Gaifi/b«ro«^« 
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I have often detefted in moft dedications) 
that of publiihin^ your praifes to the world } 
not upon the fub)e& of your noble birth; for 
I ksiow others as noble ^ or of the greatneft 
of your fortune, for I know others far great- . 
Cfi or of that beautiful race (the images of 
their parents) which calls you mother} for 
even this may perhaps have been eaualled in 
(bme other age or country. Beiloes, none 
of thefe advantages do derive any accomplilh- 
nents to the owners, but ferve at beft only to 
adorn what they really poflefs. What I in- 
tend, is your piety, unith, good fenfe, and 
good.nature, affability, and charity ; wherein 
I wiih your ladyihip had many equals, or any 
Superiors $ and I wifli I could fay, I knew^ 
them too, for tlien your lady(hip might have 
had a cliance to efcape this addrefs. In the 
loean time, I think it highly necefTary, for 
the intereft of virtue and religion, that ^ 
whole kingdom ihould be informed in fome 
parts of your chara6br i for inftance, that the 
eafieft and politeft converfation, joined with 
the trueft piety, may, be obferved m your la- 
dyilup, in as great nerfe^lion as they were ever* 
ieen apart in any otner peribns. Tliat, by your 
prudence and management under fereral dif- 
adfantages, you have prefewed the luftre of 
tlttt moft noble family, into which you are 
eraltedy and which the unmeafurable profv- 
Zoii of anceftors for many generations had 
too much eclipfed. Then, how happily you 
perform every office of life, to which provi- 
dcDce hath called you & in the education o€ 
I >\wi^^ 
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thofe two NKomparable daughtert> whofl 
conduct is io univeifaliy Rdmived $ in ever) 
duty of t prudent, ^ complying, aflFc6(ioiuin 
wife ; in that care which ddcends to the mean- 
eft of your domeftics ; andlaftly, inthatend^ 
left bounty to the poor, and difcretion when 
to diftribute it* 1 infift on my opinioni that 
it ii of importance for the imblic to know 
this and a great deal more ot your ladyftiip | 
yet whoever goes about to inform them^ (hallf 
inftead of finaingcredity perhaps be cen(ure4 
for a flatterer. To avoid fo ufual a reproach, 
I declare this to be nodedicadon^ but merely 
an introdudion to a propofal for the advalKs- 
ment of religion and morals, by tracing, how- 
ever imperfSSUy* fome few lineaments in the 
chancer of a lady, who hath fpent all her 
life in the prance and promotion of both. • 

AMONG all the fchemes offered to iJn 
public in this projecting age, I hav 
obfenred^ with fbme di/blealurf, that ther 
have never been any for the improvement i 
Ivligion and morals s which) befides the pi' 
ty OT the defign from the confequence of w 
a refonnatiwi in a future Ufe^ would be t 
btft natural means for advancing the pub 
fcUcity of the ftate, as Well as the prefent hi 
pineia of every individuah For, as much 
faith and mofality are declined among ur 
am altogether confident, they might in a il 
time, and with no verv great trouble, be i 
cd to as high a perfeoion as numbers an 
pable of redeinng. Indeed, thd muhc 
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ib cafy and obriousy and {bme prcicnt oppor- 
tunities £0 good, thaty in order to have thit 
IxofcSt reduced to pradice, there feems to 
want nothing i»ore than to put thofe in inind» 
who by their honour^ duty» and intereft, ar9 
chiefly concerned. 

- 9ot because it it idle to propofe remedieSy 
Wort we are aflured of the diieaft, or to be 
in fear till we are convinced of the danger { 
I dukU firft ihew in general, that the nation 
h cxtranelT corrupted in religion and mo« 
raU} and them I will o£br a thort icheme for 
the reformation of both. 

At to the firft, I know it is reckoned bur 
n form of fpcech, when divinet complain of 
the wickedne f^ oiF the 1^ i however, I be- 
lieve, upon a fair conrnarifim with other timet 
and coontries, it would be found an undoubu 
ed truth. 

For iurf(, to deliver nothbg but plain mat* 
ter of fa£b without exaggeratioa op fatire, I 
fufpoft it will be granted, that hardly one 
in an hundred among our people of quality 
or gtBtry appeart to aft by any principle oSf 
religion } that great numbers of them do in* 
tiruy.;^4ijfcard iu <Mid are ready to own their 
dii^eiief of all revelation in ordinary difeoarie* 
Nor la the cafe much betttr among the vuU 
nr, efeecially in great towns, where tfaepio« 
tanene& nttd ignorance of faaadicraMben^ 
(maU: tsmdert* tarvaBta, and the like, am t« 
^1 dflgme^ viery hard to be imagiaod giealer. 
Thensk it obierved abroad, *t&t 90 race of 
inoftalf h»ibi6 Iktk fttift of jnligioii at tha 
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EitgU/b foldien } to confirm which, I kftfC 
been often told by great officers of the asntkf, 
that, in the whole compafs of their icmuUn- 
tance» they could not recoUeft three or their 
profeffion, who Teemed to regard or bdiefe 
oncf fyllable of the gospel : and the liuM at 
leaft may be affirmedot the fleet. The am^ 
fequences .of all which upon the aCHont of 
men are equally manifeft. They never go 
about, at in former timet, to hide or palliale 
their vices, but ezpofe them freely to view, 
like any other common occurrences of life, 
without the leafl reproach ^m the world or 
themfelves. For ]nftance,.any man will tdl 
you he intends to be drunk this evening, or 
was (6 ItA night, with as little ceremonv or 
fcruple, as he would tell you the time of the 
day. He will let you know he is goine td 
a wench, or that he has got a clap, wiu u 
much indifferency, as he would a piece of 
public news. He will fwear, curfe, or blaT*' 
pheme,without the leaft paflion or provocation. 
And, though all regard for reputation it not 
quite laid sSde in the other fex, it is l)owever 
at fo low an ebb, that very few among them 
feem to think virtue and conduft of any ne- 
ceifity for prefirving it. If this be not fo, 
how comes it to pals, that women of tainted* 
reputations find the fame countenance and 
reception in public places with fSiok of die 
nicdb virtue, vHio pay and receive vito from 
them without any manner of fcruple | which 
proceeding, as it is not verv old amoqg us, 
fo I take It to be of the pnoft pemicioos con- 

Cei^Sienctt 
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jtqueace: it looks, like a fi)n of. compouiufti^ 
betv<ccn virtue aadTicey: as if a woman wore 
allowed to bo vicious, provided (he be not a 
profiig9Jbe ; aa if there wsro a cevtaui poan^ - 
whone g9Uant27 ends, and infamy begins ; or 
that 8|L knndred criminal amours were not as- 
lordooable ss half a (bore. 
■ Befides tboie dorroptioos already nention* 
Cik it vrould be endleis to emimaratc fbch as 
arife- from the excefs of play or gaming c tbs ' 
cheatii the quarrels^ ths oaths, and blaipbe* 
mies, among the menf among the women, 
the ncgled of houihold affairs, the unlimited 
freedoms,, the undecentpaflion, and,.laiUy, the 
known inlet to all lewdAeft, when after an ill 
run the ptrfsu muft anfwer the deiefts of the 
Uufg : the rule on fuch occaiions holding true 
in play,, as it does in law ) q^mm btiet in 
^imma^ luat in corpore. 

But aU thefe are trifles in comparifim, if we 
ftep into other (cenes, and conhder the fraud 
^^^ cozcnaKp of trading men and. flmp* keep- 
ers \ that imatiabte gul^ib of injuftioe and op* 
premon^ the law \ the opei^ traffic for all ci- 
vil and military emplayments (I wifh it reft- 
eft there *) without the leaft regard to merits 
or quah/ications } the corrupt management of 
men in office j the many deteftabie abaies in 
cbuling thofe, who raprefent the poople; with 
the management of interefts and fa6lions a. 
mong the repreicntaiives & to which I muft 
' I 3 be 

e FethspB the svthsr intenM to iatiinite that vt 
' '-• to ecclefiiftical. 
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be bold to add the ignonnoe of fome of' tlit' 
loiver dcigy I tbe meui fenrile temper of o- 
then } the pert pngmadcd demeanor of &» 
▼eral yoon^ ft^iert in divinity, upon didr 
iirft .producing themiUves into the woild { 
with man]f ouier drcomftancet needldt, or 
rather invidious to mention ; which, idling 
in with the comiptiont alreadr related, have, 
however onjuftly, almoft rendered the whole 
order contemptible. 

This is a diort view of the general depra- 
vity among us, without enteiing into parti-*' ; 
culars, which would be an endlefs laoour. 
Now, as univerfai and deep-rooted as thde 
apoear to be, I am utterly deceived, if an ef • 
feebial remedy ought not be applied to moft' 
of them) neither am I at prefcnt upon a wild 
fpeculative projed, but fuch a one as may be 
caiily put in execution. » ■ 

For, while the prerogative of giving all 
employments continues in the crown, eidier 
immediatelvy or by fubordinadon, it is in the 
power of me prince to make piety and virtue 
become the fisuhion of the age, if at the fiune 
time he would make them neceflary qualifica- 
tions for favour and preferment. 

It is clear from prefent experience, that the 
bare example of the beft pnnce will not havt' 
any mighty influence, where the age ia very 
corrupt. For, when was there ever a betlsr 
prince on the throne than the prefent queen f 
I do not talk of her talent for govemment, her 
love of the people, or any other oualities that 
an purely regal ) but her piety, cnarity, tern* 
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perance, conjugal love, and whatever other 
idrtues do beft adorn a private life ; wherein^ 
wilJiout queftion or flattery, fhe hath no fu- 
perior ; ]rct neither will it be fatire or ^eevifh 
mveftive to affirm^ that infidelity and vice are 
not much diminifhttd fmc^ her coming to the 
crown, nor will, in probability, till more ef- 
fe6hial remedies be provided. 

Thus human nature feems to He under the 
difadvantage, that the example alone of a vi- 
cious prince will in time corrupt an age $ but 
the example of a good one will not be fuffi* 
cient to reform it without further endeavours. 
Princes muft therefore fupply this defe6iby a 
Tigorous exercife of that authority, which 
the law has left them, by making it every 
ntan^s intereft and honour to cultivate religion 
and virtue, by rendering vice a difgrace, and 
the certain rum to preferment or pretenfions % 
ill which they fhould iirft attempt in their owm 
courts and families. For inftance, misht not 
the queen^s domeftics of the middle and lower' 
fort be obliged, upon penalty of fu/benfion or 
loft of their employments, to a conltant week- 
ly attendance on the fervice of the church | to 
a decent behaviour in it ^ to receive the facra* 
ment four dmes a year; to avoid fwearing 
and irrdigions prophane difcourfes; and to 
the appearance at leaft of temperance and cha* 
IKty ? might not the care of all this be com- 
mitted to the ftrift infpeftion of proper offi- 
cersl might not thofe of higher rank and^ 
aearcr aceefs tQ her majefty receive her owa 
fiilnintiidt tt tttfamt purpol!t| isAVi^ ^^>»iL«> 




6n«7 - 3L jllt act 
cccs :■ me iitbu^s. 

■0CM f B^rr sec sJ. ;i:cii!«. mc 

t» tubc ac «azi pariiVL v^'^ lis 

k is B«c td be dcuei, rn: ^Sr 

nHty aqa r^n^ua ««i^ ibczL beco 
wMecaan'wiciaci, ^sd se t2&a.G| 
Ij medkxb to fss cr jue^ ccsMoyTs 
whkh aloce would krre aigUy is 
0B naay cf the vch^tj aui pd: 

Butf if tlie like mrdK^U wore 
Hr as pc^ibk with Rgard to dio. 
In the ^eat cmplojiceats cf ftati 
to conceive hgw geocral a rcfon 
oiight in time produce anaocg us. 
ty and Tittoe were oncereckone 
tion« neccflaiy to prefei meet, cvei 
crdowed, when rut into great ftat 
(cadiljr imitate the queen's examp] 
tribution of all offices in his diic 
rially if any apjparent tcaDfj^rdii 
favour or partiality would be impi 
for a miAlcmanor, by which he n 
ly fpifcit Ilia favour and ftatton : 
tieing fuch great numbers in. ei 
ftlittcrcdi throtigh. c?ery town an^ 
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this .kinsdoniy if all thefe were exemplary ia 
the condu£^ of their lives^ things would fooa 
take a new face, and religion receive a migh* 
ty encouragement : nor would the public weal 
h^ lefs advanced ; (Ince, of nine omces in ten 
that are ill executed, the defeft is not in ca- 
pacity or underftanding, but in common ho- 
nefty. I know no employment, for which 
pietv difqualifies any man ; and, if it did, I 
doubt the^ obje£^ion would not be very fea- 
fbnably offered at prefent : becaufe it is per- 
haps too juft a refte8:ion, that, in the difpofal 
efplaces, the queftion, whether a perfbn be 
// for what he is recommended to. is eeneral- 
hf the laft that is thought on or regarded. 

I have often imagined, that fomething pa- 
rallel to the office of cenfc^rs anciently in 
Rome would be of mighty ufe among us, and 
could be eaiUy limitea from running into any. 
exorbitances. The Romany underilood liber- 
ty at leaft as well ^ as we, were as jealous of 
it, and upon. every occafion as bold aiTertors. 
Yet I do not remember to have read any great 
complaints of the abufes in that ofHce among 
them i but masiv admirable effe6ts of it are 
left upon record. There are feveral pernici- 
ous vices frequent and notorious ambne us, 
thit efcape or elude the punilhment of any 
Uw we have yet invented, or have had no law 
at an againft them ; fuch as atheifin, drunk.- • 
cnnefs, frauds avarice, and feveral others;, 
^ich by tiiis ipftitution, wifely regelated, 
might be much reformed. Suppofe^ for in- 
ftance> thil itintiary commiiUonert w^te a.^- 
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pointed to infpefl every-where throuehoul 
the kiDgdom into the condu£i (^% \mn) of 
vaSsn in office with refpefl to*thcir mor^s an4 
religion, as well as their abilities ; to receive 
the complaints and informations, that 9ioul4 
be ofFered againft theip, and make their re« 
port here upon oath to the court or the miniT- 
try, who ihould reward or punifli according- 
ly. I avoid entering into the particidars of 
ttiis or any other fchcme, which coming from 
a jprivate hand might be liable to many de« 
Ibctt, but would Toon bt digffted by the wif* 
dom of the nation i and furely fix thoufaml 
poua^U a year would not be ill laid out a« 
mong as many commiilionqrs duly qualified^ 
vho«in three diviiions ihould be perfonally 
«)bliged to take their yearly circuits £br that 
puroofb. 

Sut this is befide my prefent deiign» which. 
was only to (hew what degree of reTormatioA 
is in the power of the Queen, without the in^ 
terpofition of the legidature^ and which her 
majeftyis, without queftion, obliged in eon<« 
fcience to endeavour by her authority, as much 
as ihe doth by her pi-a6lice. 

It will be eafily granted, that the exampb 
of diis great town hath a mighty influencf 
over the whole kingdoni ; and it is as mani 
feft, that the town is equally infiueiKjed h 
the court, and the minilh-y, and tho(b wl 
bytheir empioymeiits* or their hopes, deper 
U]>on them. Now, if under fo excell^it 
princeft, as the prefent qu^en, we would (u 
pofe a family (triply regulated, as.} have 

b 
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bofc propoTed j a miniftry, where every fingU 
perfon vras of diftinguifhed piety j if we ihotikl 
tuppofe all great offices of flate and law filled 
after the Aime manner, and with fuch as were 
equally diligent in chafing perfons, who in 
their ieveral I'ubordinations would be obliged 
to follow the examples of their fuperiors, un- 
der the penalty of lofs of favour and place | 
will not every body grant, that the empire of 
vice and irreligion would be foondeftroyed in 
this great metropolis, '"^nd receive a terrible 
blow through the whole ifland, which hath ftf 
great an tntercourfe with it, and fo much af« 
fefts to follow Its fafhtons } 

For, if religion were once underload to b^ 
the neccffary ftep to favour and preferment^ 
can it be iraa^ned that any man would open- 
]y offend agamft it, who nad the leaft rejgai^l 
for his reputation or his fonune f there is no 
quality fo contrary to any nature, which men 
cannot effeft, and put on upon ociaiion, in 
order to ferve an intereft> of gratify a prevaiU 
ing paflion. The proudeft man will perfo- 
liate humility, the morofeft learn to flatter^ 
*the lazieft will be fedulous ai)4 a£Uve, where 
he is in parfuit of what he hath much at heart t 
how ready therffbre would moft men be to 
ftvp into the paths of rirtue stnd piety, if they 
infallibly led to favour and fortune 1 

If fwearin^ and prophanenefs, (candalout . 
ftlid avowed lewdnefs, exceffive gaming and 
in t e m per a nce, were a little difcountenanced in 
the army, I cannot readily fte what ill conle'* 
quencct eould be apprehended. If gentleriien 
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hat profeilion were at leaft obliged to ion 

.emal decorum in their conduS^ or even 

«^gate life and charaftei' were not a anea 

advancement, and the appearance of pk 

moft infallible hindrance, it it impoffib 

he corruption* theie ihould be fo \miveri 

ind exorbitant. I have been aflured by (ev 

ral great officers, that no troops abroad a 

fo illdifciplined as the EngUJb \ which cann 

well be otherwife, while tne common foldii 

have perpetually before their eyes the vicio 

example of their leaders; and it is hani 

pofiible for thofe to commit any crime, wha 

of thefe are not infinitely more guilty, a 

with Icfs temptation. 

It 18 commonly charged upon the g^entl 
men of the army, that the beaftlv vice 
drinking to excels hath been lately from di 
example reflored among us ; which for fi? 
years before was almoft dropt in E?^li 
Sut, whoever the introducers were, they ) 
fucceeded to a miracle \ manv of the yf 
nobility and gentry aie alreaay become 
proficients, and aie under no manner of 
cem to hide their talent, but are got b 
•II fenfe of fhame, or fear of reproach. 
This mifi;ht foon be remedied, if the 
would think fit to declare, that no you 
fon of quality whatfoeirer, who was 
oufly addufled to that or any other vice 
be capable of her favour, or even •■ 
into her prefence \ with podtive con 
bexLjninifters, and others in great 
treat them in the fame manner i af 
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•11 men who had any regard for their reputa- 
^don, or any profpeift of preferment, would 
avoid their commerce. Thirwonld quickly 
make that vice fo fcandalous, that thofe who 
could not fubdue, would at leaft endeavour 
to difguife it. 

By the like methods a (lop might be put to 
that ruinous practice of deep gaming; and 
the reafon wKv it prevails fo much is, becauf« 
a treatment dtreSllj oppojite in every point it 
made u fee of to promote it; by which meant 
the laws enafted againft this abufe are wholly- 
eluded. 

It cannot be denied, that the want of ftrift 
difcipline in the univerfitiet hath been of perni- 
cious confequence to the youth of this nation, 
who are there almoil left intirely to their own 
management, efpecially ihofe among them of 
better quality and fortune; who, becanfa 
they are not under a neceflity of making 
learning their maintenance, are eafily allow- 
ed to pafs their time and take their degrees 
with little or no improvement: than which 
there cannot well be a greater abfurdity. For, 
if no advancement of knowledge can be had ^ 
from thofe places, the time there fpent is^at 
beft utterly loft, becaufe every ornamental 
part of education is better taught elfewhere ; 
and, as for keeping youths out of harm^s 
way, I doubt, where (o many of them are got 
together, at M\ liberty of doing what they 
pleafe, it will not anfwcr the end. But, 
whatever abufes, corruptions, or deviations 
from ftatute» have crept into the univeriitics 
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through negl<^5V, or length of tinier thdy 
might in a great degree be reformed^by ft rift 
injunAionsTrom court (upon each particular) 
to the vlfitors and heads of houles j belldes 
the peculiar authority the queen may have in 
feveral colleges, whereof her predeccflbrs we^fc 
the founders. And, among otiier regulations^ 
, it would be very convenient to prevent the cx- 
ccfs of drinking, with that rcui*v y cuftom a- 
aiong the lads, and parent of the former vice, 
the taking of tobacco, where it is not abfo- 
lutely neceifary in point of health. 

From the univerfities the young nobility, 
and others of greatf fortunes, are ient for ear- 
ly up to town, for fear of contra£ling any 
airs of pcdantiy by a college education. Ma-* 
ny of the younger gentry retire to the inns of 
court, where they are wholly left to their own 
difcretion. And the confequence of this re- 
mifnefs in education appeals by obferving,. 
that nine in ten of thole, who rile in the 
chuich or the court» the law oi' the army, 
aie younger brothers, or new men, whofe 
narrow foitunes have forced them upon in- 
duftiy and application. 

As for the mns of court, unlefs we fuppole 
them to be much degenerated, they muft needs 
be the worft inftituted feminaries in any chrif- 
tian country i but, whether they may be cor* 
re^ed without interpofition of|the legiAature^ 
I have not (kill enough to determine. How- 
ever, it is certain, that all wife nations have 
agi*eed in the neceflity of a ftrift education, 
vhich coniifted, among other things,, in the 
3 •b- 
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ciblfirvaiice of moral duties^ efpecially |uftice» 
temperapcey and chaftity^ as well as the know- 
ledge of arts, and bodily exerctfes 3 but aU 
theie among us are lauglied out of doors. 

Without the Jeaft intention to offend the 
dergy^ I cannot but think» that, through a 
mifeken notion and pra^lice, they prevent 
tkemfdves £ron\ doing much fervice, which 
•therwiifi might lie in their power, - to religion 
and virtue : I mean^ by aitefling fo much to 
converie with each other, and caring fo Httlo 
to msnf le with the laity. They have their 
particular clubs, and particular coffee* houfes, 
where they generally appear in cluftcrs : a (in- 
gle divine dm& hardly fnew his peribn among 
mnnbera of fine gentlemen i or,.if be happens 
i»&lt into fuch company^ he is filent and 
Ibfpicious, in continual apprehenfion thatfoBfw 
pert man of pleafure fhould break an unman- 
Bcrlv jeft, and render him ridiculous. , Now 
I take this behaviour of the clergy to be tuft 
as leaibnable, as if the phyficiana ihould a- 
gree to (pend their time m vifiting one ano« 
ther, or their feveral Apothecaries, and leavd 
their patients to fhift for themfelves. Jn my 
humble opinion, the clergy^s builneia lies in«« 
tirely among the laity ) neither is theic, per- 
haps, a more effeftual way to forward tha 
lalvation of mens fouls, than for fpiritual 
peribnt to make themfelves as agreeable ai 
they can in the converfattons of the world $ 
fur which a learned education gives them 
great advantage^ if they would pleafe to iHQ^ 
jprove and apply it. It fo happens, that th« 
K a «Mm 
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f/isn offleafure^ who never go to church, i: 
ufe themfelves to read hooks of devotic 
form their ideas of the clergy from a few pc 
Ifrolers they often obfcrve in tlie ftreets, 
fneaking out of fome perfon of quality's hoa 
where they are hired by the lady at ten fh 
lings a month : while thofe of better figuj 
and paits do feldom appear to corre6^ th 
notions. And, let Ibme reafbncrs think wl 
they pleafe, it is certain that men muft 
brougnt to cftcem and love the clergy, bef( 
they can be pcrfuaded to be in love with rt 
gion. No man values the medicine, if z 
miniftered by a phyfician, whofe perfon 
hates or dcfpifes. If the clergy were as f( 
ward to appear in all companies, as other ge 
tlemen^ and would a little ftudy the arts 
conversation to make themfelves agreeab 
they mi^ght be welcome to every party, wh< 
there was the leaft regard to politenefs or go 
fenfc I and confcquently prevent a thoufa 
vicious or prophane difcourfes, as well as t 
tions ; neither would men of undcrftandi 
ccmplain, that a clergyman was a conftra; 
upon the company, becaufe they could r 
fpeak blafpheniy or obfccne jefts before hij 
While the people are fo jealous of the clcrg] 
ambition, as to abhor all thoughts of the i 
turn of ecclefiaftic difcipline among them, 
<lo not fee any other method left for men 
that function to lake, in order to reform t 
vvorld, than by ufing all honeft arts to ma 
themfelves acceptable to the laity. This, 
doubt^ is part of that wiidom^f the ferpei 
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vIkTch the author of chriftianity dire^^s, and 
B the very method ufcd by St. Pauly who be-^ 
came aU things to ali men^ to the Jrws a Jciv, 
stadaGreek to the Greeks, 

How to remedy thcfe inconveniencies may 
be a matter of fome difficulty : fincc the cler- 
fry feem to be of an opiniony that this humour 
«f fequeftring themfclvcs is a part of their 
duty ; nay, as I remember they have been 
told fo by fome of their bifliops in their pafto- 
ral letters^ paiticularly by • one among them 
of great merit and diftin6lion> who yet, in 
Lis own pra£lice, hath all his life-time taken 
acourfe direftly contrary. But I am deceiv- 
ed, if an aulcward (hame, and fear of ill ufa^e 
from the laity, have not a greater (hare in this 
miftaken conduA, than their own inclina- 
tions : however, if the outward pi'ofsnion of 
religion and virtue were once in practice and 
countenance at court, as well as among all 
men in office, or who have any hdpes or de- 
pendance for preferment, a good treatment 
of the clergy would be the necefliiry conle- 
qaence of fuch a reformation ; and they would 
ibon be wife enough to fee their own duty and 
intereft in qualifying themfelveft for lay con- 
verfation, when once they were out of fear of 
being choaked by ribaldry or prophanenefs. 

There is one further circumftance upon this 

occafion, which I know not whether it will be 

Orthodox to mention : the clergy are the only 

frtt of men among us, who conltantly wear a 

K J diftina 

• Sappofed to be Dr. Butnel V\{l\o\j «i^ ^^\^w^^.» 
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diftinft habit from others : the confeqne 
of which (not in reafon but in fi€t) it thi% 
that» as long ai any fcandalous perfons vppear 
In that drefs, it will contiaue in fome degree 
a general mark of contemj^t. Whoever liap- 

Sent to fee a fcBundrtl m a gifwn^ reeling 
ome at midnight (a (ight neither /rf^cuatf 
nor miraculous) is apt to entertain an ill idea 
of the whole order, and at the fame time to be 
extremely comforted in his own vices. Some 
remedy might be put to this, if thofe ftraggling 
gentlemen, who come up to town to feek their 
fortunes^ were fairly difmifled to the ffefi-hh' 
dies^ where there is work enough, and where 
fome better ^yifion ihould be made for 
them, than I doubt there is at prefent. Or, 
what if no perfon were allowecl to wear the 
habit, who had not fome preferment in the 
church, or at leaft fome temporal fortune fuf- 
ficient to keep him out of contempt ? thougliy 
in my opinion, it were tniinitely better, if alt 
the dergy (except the bifiiops) ware permit- 
ted to appear like other men of the graver for^ 
unlefs at thofe feafont when they are doing tke 
bufmefs of their fun^ioo. 

There is one abuie in this town, whicli 
wonderfully contributes to the promotion <rf 
vice; that fuch men are often pit into the 
commiffion of the peace, whofe intereft it is* 
that virtue fhould be utterly banilhed from 
amonff us j who maintain, or at Icaft enridi 
themielves by encouraging the groffeft inraio* 
ralities \ to whom all the bawds of the tuard 
pay contribution foe ikitUftt and ^rote^ios 




% 
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from the . laws. Tha» thefe worthy magi-> 
flratesy in&ezd of lefTening enormities, are 
the occaiion of j aft twice as much debaucherr 
as there would be without them. For tho6 
infamous women are forced upon doubling 
their work and induftr^, to anfwer double 
charges, of paying the juftice, and fupport- 
ine themfelves. Like thieves who efcape the 
allowt, and are let out to fteal in order to 
ifcharge the gaoler's fees. 

It is not to be queftioned, but the queen 
and miniftry might eafily redi'efs this abomi-i 
liable grievance, by enlarging the number of 
juftices of the peace, by endeavouring to chufe 
men of virtuous principles, by admitting non6 
who have not confiderable fortunes $ perhaps, 
by receivmg into the number fome of the moft 
eminent clergy : then, by forcing all of them, 
upon fevere penalties, to aft when there is 
occafion, and not permitting any, who are of- 
fered, to rcfufe the comraimon 5 but in thefe 
two laft cafes, which are very material, I 
doubt there will be need of the le^^iflature. 

The reformation of the ftage is intirely in 
the power of the queen 5 and, in the confe- 
quences it hath upon the minds of younger 
people, doth very wjeft defcrve the ftrifteft 
care. Befides the unflj'cent and prophane paf- 
fages ; befides the oerfttual turning into ri« 
dicule the very fvinCTJon of the prisfthood, with 
other irregularities, '5n the moft modem co- 
medies, which have been, often objected to 
them 5 it is worth obferving the diftributive 
iuftict of the authors, which is cotvtevx^^ "a:^- 
K 4 ^\v^^ 
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plied to the puniftiment of virtue,' and 
ward of vice ; dire6lly oppofite to the r 
their beft critics, as well as to the pra£ 
dramatic poets in all other ages and cou 
For example, a country 'fauire, who 
pixfented with no other vice but that of 
a clown, and having the provincial accc 
on his tongue, which is neither a fau] 
in his power to remedy, muft be conden: 
marry a caft wench, or a cracked ch: 
maid. On the other fide, a rake -hell 
town, whofe chara£(er is fet off with m 
accomplifhroent but exceiltve prodigality 
phanenefs, intemperance, and luf(, 
warded with a lady of great fortune to 
his own, which his vices had almofl r 
And, as in a tragedy the hero is repn 
to have obtained many viftories, in oi 
raife his charafler in the minds of the J 
tors } fb the hero of a comedy is repn 
to have been viftorioiis in all his intrigi 
the fame reaibn. I do not remembei 
eur Engltfi poets ever fuffered a crimi 
mour to fucceed upon the ftage, till the 
of king Charles the fecond. Ever fini 
time, the alderman is made a cuckol 
deluded vir^ is ddbauched, and ad 
and fornication are fuppofed to be com 
behind the fcenes, as part of the aflton. 
and many more comiptipns of the tl 
peculiar to our age and nsition, need co 
9o longer, than while the court is con 
connive at or negle6^ them. Surely a p 
would not be ill employed on fome r 
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wit, learning)' and virtue, who might have 
power to ttrikc out evei^ offenfive or unbe- 
tonning paffage from plays already written, 
as well as thofe that may be offered to the 
ftage for the future. By which 9nd jother 
wile regulations, the theatre might become n 
very innocent and ufeful diverfion, initead of 
being a fcandal and reproach to our religion 
and country. 

The propofals I have hitherto made for the 
advancement of religion and morality, are 
fuch as come within the i-cach of the admin i- 
ftration; fuch ay a pious afbive prince, with d. 
fteddy refolution, might foon brine to effe£(. 
Neither am I aware of dny objections to be 
sailed againft what I have advanced ; unlefs 
it (hould be thought, that the making reli- 
gion a neceffary ftep to intercft and favour 
H&tght increafe hypocrify among us : and I . 
readily believe it would. But if one in twen- 
ty fhould be brought over to true piety by thFs 
or the like methods, and the other nineteen 
be only hypocrites, the advantage would ftill 
be |;reat. Befides, hypocrify is much more 
eligible than open infidelity and vice ; it wears 
the livery of religion; it acknowledfijes her 
authority, and is cautious of giving icandal. 
Kay, a long continued difguiie is too great « 
coniftraint upon human nature, efpccially aiv 
Eagiijb difpoiitibn : men would leave off their 
wiccs out of mere wearinefs, rather than un- 
dergo the toil and hazard, and perhaps the 
expence, of praftifmg them perpetually in 
private. And I believe it is often V7'vtl\tt.\\. 
K 5 %>ft^ 



154 A PCOJECT f OH TBX 

C 11 as it is with love ; which, by much i 
bling, at laft grows real. 

All other projcds to this prett end h 
proved ineffcclual. Laws againft iininorai 
Dave not been executed, and proclamati 
occafionally ifliied out to ioforce them 
wholly unre^dedy as things of form. ] 
ligious focietissy though begun with excdl 
intention, and by peribns of true piety^ 
iaid, I know not whether truly or no, to h 
dwindled into fadlious clubs, and grow 
trade to inrich little knavifh informers of 
meaneft rank, fuch as common conftab 
and broken ihopkcepers. 

And that fome eneAual attempt (hould 
made towards fuch a i-eformation, is perh 
more ne'ceflary than people commonly app 
bend ; becauie the ruin of a date is genera 
preceded by an univerfal degeneracjr of m; 
ners, and contempt of religion j wmch is 
tirely our cafe at prefent. 

Diis ti mw9rem quod^etis, imperas, H 

Neither is this a matter to be deferred 
a more convenient time of peace and leifu> 
a reformation in mens faith and morals is 
beft natural, as well as religious means 
bring the war to a good condufion. Becai 
if men in truft performed their duty for c< 
fcience iake, affairs would not fuffer throv 
fraud. faUhood, and negle£k, as they n 
perpetually do. And if they believed a & 
•ml hia providence^ and atied according 

tJ 
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tbey ihight reafQiiably hope for bis divine ai- 
iiftance in fb jiift a caofe at oiirs. 

Nor couM the majefty of the EngUJb crown 
apmr, upon any occaiion, in n greater luftrd 
tkwat to foreigners or ful^edt, than by an 
admiiuftrationy which, jpi'oducing fuch great 
efft^b, would difcoyer & much power. And^ 
power being thi^natnnd appetite of pinces^ 
a lialtted monarch cannot io wcU gratify it in 
any thing, as a iknSk. esocntion of the laws. 

Befidcs^ all parties would .be obliged to 
dofe with fb gCKoid a work- as this, for their 
own reputation s neither it any expedient mors 
likely to unite them. For 'the moft violent 
p«|ty-infln, I have ever obierved, are fuch^ 
aa.in the eonduS of their lives have difcover- 
•d leal!, ienie of ^religion or moralifyj and 
when all inch are Jaid afide, at leaft thofe a« 
mong them as (hall be found incorrigible, it 
will be a matter perhaps of no great diificulty 
to reconcile the reft. 

The many corruptions at prefent in every 
branch of buiinefs are almolt inconceivable. 
I have heard it computed by ikiiful perfons, 
thift, of {lit millions ratfed every yeai* for the 
fervtoe of the public, one third, at leaft, it 
iunk and intercepted through the ieveral claf-< 
iet and iubordinations of artful men in ol^ce,- 
before the remainder is applied to the proper 
u£m This is an accidental ill effedi of ou0 
Imdom. And while fuch men are in truft, 
who have no check from within, nor any 
views but towards their intereft, there is no 
other fence againft them, but the certainty of 
K 6 \>^^^^ 
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eing hanged upon the iirft dUicoTerff tiy the. 
irbitniry will of an unlimited noBar»9 or 
tiit inxter. Among ut the only danger to 
be apprehended it tlM iofs of an employment | 
and that danger it to be eluded a thouiand 
vrays. Befides» when fraud it greats it fnr- 
nifliet weapont to defend itfelf : andat worft, 
if the crimet be fo flagrant, that a man it laid 
afide out of perfe6( ihame, (which rarely hap* 
pent) he retiret loaded with the fpoilt of m 
nation i et Jhutur Ms iratu. I could name 
a conuniflion, where (everal perfont, out of 
a fulary of five hundred uoundt, without other 
▼iiible revenuet, have alwayt lived at the rate 
of two thoufand, and laid out forty or fifty 
thoufand upon purchafet of landt or annui- 
ties. An hundred other inftancet of the (amt ' 
kind might eaiily be produced. What remedy 
therefore can be found againft fuch grievancet 
in a conftitution like ours, but to bring re- 
ligion into countenance, and encourage thofe, 
who from the hope of future reward, and 
dread of future puniihment, will be moved 
to a6l with juflice and integrity ? 

This is not to be accompliihed any other 
way, than by introducing religion at much af 
poflible to be the turn and fafhion of the age f 
which lies in the power of the adminiittatiott 
the prince with utmofl ftri6hie(t rf|;ulating tb 
court, the minifby, and other perfont in gnr 
emplo)rment $ ana theCe by their example n 
authority reforming all wno have dqicadaA 
•n them. 
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It it certain, that a rcformatioii fucceflf- 
fully carried on in this great town would in 
time fpread itfelf over the whole kinedom $ 
fince moft of the oanfiderable youth paft 
here that feaibn of their liyea, wherein th« 
ftrongeft impreifions are made, in/ order to 
imi>rove their educatton, or advance their for- 
tune s and thofe among them, who return in- 
to their fereral countrie$, are fure to be fol- 
lowed and imitated at tli^ greateft patterns of 
wit and good breeding. 

And n things were once in this train, tha^ 
ity if virtue and religion were eftablifhed as 
the neceflary titles to reputation and prefer- 
ment } and if vice and inndelity were not only 
loaden with infamy, but made the infallible 
ruin of all mens pretenfions } our duty, by 
becoming our intereft, would take root in our 
natures, and mix with the very genius of our 
people i fo that it would not be eafy for the 
example of one wicked prince to bring us back 
to our former corruptions. 

I have confined myfelf (as it is before ob- 
ferved) to thofe methods for the advance- 
ment of piety, which are in the power of a 
prince, limited like ours, by m ftn6t execu- 
tion of the laws alreadv in force. And this 
is enough for a projen^that comes without 
any name or recommendation; I doubt, a 
great deal more, than will be fuddenlv redu- 
ced into praftice. Thoiigh, if any diipofitiom 
ihould appear towards fe good a wonc, it is 
certain, that the afliftance of the le|;i{lative 
power would be BKcffiury to nak^ it more 
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complete* I will inftance only a few parti- 
culars. 

In order to reform the vices of this towUf 
which, u we have faid» hath fo mighty an 
inOucRCO on the whole kii)gdom» k would be 
very inftrumental to have a law made, that 
all Caverns and alehoufes fliould be obliged to 
dirmifs their company by twelve at nighty and 
(hut their doors } and tkat no woman fhould 
. be fulTered to enter any tavern or alehouie up* 
on any pretence whatibever. It ia ,eafy* ta 
conceive, what a number of ill confequences 
fuch a law would prevent ^ the miichiefs of 
quarrels, and lewclneTs, andtheftt, and mid- 
night brawls, the diieaies of intfmperanct 
and venery, and a thoufand ^thf r ayils ne^^ 
leis tomemien. Nor would itb^ af^Mfsy if 
the mafters of thofe pubiic-houfee were obli- 
ged, upon the fevereft penalties, to give only 
a proportioned quantity of dnnk tp every 
company, and, when he found his jpt iU diu 
ordered with excefs, to refufe them ajoy more* 

I believe there is hardly a nation in Cbrififn' 
dom, where all kind of fraud is pra^iied in ib 
unmeafurable a degree as with us. The law- 
yer, the tradefinan, the oMchaniCj have found 
lb many arts to deceive ia their feveral call* 
ingSn that they far outgrow the common pru- 
dence of mankind, which is in no ibrt able 
to fence againft them. Neither could the le-t 
giflature in any thing. jnorecgnfalt the pub- 
lic «ood, than by prov^iing iome eSeflual re« 
medy againft this evil, vrtuch in ieveral c«fes 

deiervea 
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dcferres greater puniflifnent, than many crimes 
that are capital among us. The vintner, wh* 
by mixing noifon with his winet deftrovt 
morft lives tnan any malignant difeafe $ tne 
lawyer, who perfuades you to^a purchafe^ 
which he knows is mortgaged for more than 
the worthy to the rnin of you and your fa- 
tmly ; the banker or fcrivenery who takes all 
your fortune to difpofe of, when, he has be* 
fore- hand refolved to break the following day» 
do forely deferve the gallows much better than 
the wretch, who is carried there, for fteal- 
iBgahorfe. , 

It cannot eafily be anfwered to God or man» 
why a law is not made-fbrltmittng the prefs ; 
at ieaft lb far as to prevent the publishing of 
fuch pernicious books, as under pretence of 
JriM^mniang endeavour to overthrow thofe 
tenets in religion, which have been, held in* 
Tiolable almoft in all ages by evcvy feft, that 
pntead ta be chriftian, and. cannot therefore 
with any*cdbur of reafon be called fimsik 

would pretend. The cJb^rine of the trimi^ 
and divmitj tf Cbri^ the immirtality of tlm 
fiuli and even the truth of all rtviiatiofgi' sore 
daily exploded and denied' in books op«nly 
printed 1 tbouffh it is to be Aippofed, adthn' * 
partjr * avow, iuch principles, of own the fup« 
porting of them to be any way necefiary to 
their i&vice. 

It 

* Neither whig nor tory« 
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It would be endlefs to fet down every c 
f ruption or det*e6l, which i-equires a rem 

/ from the legiflative power. Senates are 1 

,, j to have little regard for any propoials, 1 

'-^ come from without doors; though, undi 

due fenfe of my own inabilities, I am fully c 
yinced that the unbiaiTed thoughts of an 
neft and wife man, employed on the gooc 
H his country, may be better digefted, than 

W refults of a multitude, where faction and 

!% tereft too often prevail; as a iingle gt 

>J may dire^ the way better than five hund 

^^1 who ba^e contrary views, or look afqumti 

/but their pes. 

I fliall therefore mention but one more ] 
^i\ . ticular, which I think the parliament ov 

to take under. conAderation ; whether it 
not a ihame to our country, and a fcanda 
chriftianity, that in many towns, where ti 
is a prooig^ous increafe in the number 
houfes and inhabitants, fo little care (he 
be taken for the building of churches, ^ 
five parts in fix of the people are abfolu 
hindered from hearing aivine fervice f pi 
cularly here in London *, where a fmele 
nifter, with one or two forry curates, hath 
care fometimes of above twenty thoui 
fouls incumbent on him. A n€^le6l: of 1 
gion fo ignominious, in my opinion, tha 



^* This pangraph 11 known to have given the 
hint to certain bifiiops, particularly to biihop A 
iury, in the earl of Oxftrd'i miniflry to procu 
imai for bviJdiog 50 new churcbei ia L»nd$u» 
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dly be equalled in any chrilifed age w 

to leave thefe airy imaginations of ui<- 
ng new laws for the amendment of 
id ; what I principally iniift on, it t 
icution of the old^ which lies wholly 
crown, and in the authority derired 
ence ; I return therefore to my former 
a, that, if ftations of power, truft> 
and honour, were conftantly made the 
I of virtue and piety, fuch an admini- 
i muft needs have a mighty influence 

^ith and morals of the whole king* 
and men of great abilities would then 
our to excel in the duties of a religious 
I order to qualify themfelves for public 
I may poffibly be wrong in fome 

means I prefcribe towards^ this end : 
It is no material obje^Uon agalnft the 
itfelf. Let thofe who are at the helm 
e it better, which perhaps they may 
io* Bverv body will agree, that tfa« 
is manifen, as well as dangei^ous i that 
emedy is neceflary, and that none yet 
I hath been effe£bial ; which h a fuffi- 
xcufe for any iban, who wiihes well to 
mtry, to ofier his thoughts, when \m' 
ive no other end in view but the pub- ' 
»d. The prefent queen is a princeifs of 
ly virtues as ever filled the throne : 
Duld it brighten her chara^ler to the pre* 
ad after agM. if ihe would exert her 

audiority toniftil fbme (hare of thofe 

into her peoples which they are top de- 
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generate to learn only from her example? 
and, be it fpoke with all the veneration pof- 
fible for fo excellent a fovererign, her beft en- 
deavmirt in this ^nreighty affair are a moft im- 
portant p^rt of her duty, as well <^ of her in« 
tercft, and her honour. 

But it muft be confefTed, that» as things zrt 
now, every man thinks he has laid in a fuf- 
iicicnt flock of merit, and may pretend to any 
employment, provided he hath oeen loud and 
freqnent in declaring himfelf hearty for thfc 
governnient. It is true, he is a man offlea^ 
Jure and z Jree-tkinker^ that is, in other words, 
he is profligate in his morals, and a deipifer 
of religion ; but, in f>oint of party, he is one 
to be c&fffided in 5 he is an ailcrtcr of liberty 
and property-; he rattles it out again ft- poptfy 
and arbitrary ptrjoer^ and frie/f craft, and 
i>it:/f^cburck. It is enough; he is a perfon 
fully <{ualtfied for any employment m thtf 
cotif-t or the nary, the law or the revenue J 
where he will be furc to leave no arts untried 
of bribery, fraud, injuftice, oppreflion, that 
he can praflife with any hope of impunity 
No wonder fuch men arc true to a govern 
menr, where liberty runs high, where pre 
perty, hwevir attained, is (b well fecurw 
and where the admintftration is at leaft 
gentle : it is irapoffible they could chufe ai 
other conftittttion, vnthout changing to th 
lofs. 

Fidelity to a prefent eftfblifhment is ind) 
fhe principal means to defend it from a 
reign tnemy^ but vnthput other qualificat' 
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^11 npt prevent corruptions, from within, and 
HatelB are more often ruindd by thefe than the 
ether. 

To conclude : whether the propofals I have 
offered towards a reformation, be fuch as are 
moft prudent and convenient, may probably 
he a qtieftforf ; but it is none at aft, ^Mfiffher 
fome reformation be abfoiutcly neceiTary ; be*. 
caufe the nature of things is fuch, that, if 2* 
biifes be not remedied, tbey will certainly in- 
creafe^ nor ever ftop till they end in the fub- 
Tfffioa of "91 common wealthy AS' there muft 
alwavs of neceflitv be fame corruptions, fo m 
a weU-inftitutcd ft^fe the executive power will 
be always contending againft them, bv reJuc^ 
h^ things (as Maibiavn fpeaks) to tbeir firft 
frtneipus, never lettmg abufes grew invete- 
rtU% ot*milltipTy ib fSr that it will be ban! 
to' find remedies, and perhaps impofHble to 
apply them. As he, that would keep his 
luiu&in i^lr, moft attend every little breach 
or flaw^ and fupply it immediately, elfe time 
will bring all to ruin ;• how much moTe the 
comihoi» aecidents of ftoitns and rainf he 
maft lite tn. perpetual -danger of his boufe 
faUuig abovt his ears \ nul will find it cHeap« 
cr to tbrow it quite dowir, and build it again 
from the ground, perhaps upon a new foun<« 
datioBy or at leaft in a new form, which may 
Beitber be ib (afe nor ia convenient as the 
old. 
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Wntten in the Year 1708. " 

SIR, 

1 Received yonr letter^ wherein you 
of the ftrange reprefentations mad 
on your dde of tlie water. The in ftancf 
pleaied to mention is that of the prt 
mjkmofyf who, according to you 
bith been lately perfecuted at Drogbe 



♦ Thit traft wat repiinted in JrtU 
ivben the attempt to rq>eal the facramr 
MTiTcd* Thcic wat in explanatory 
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religion : but it is eafy to obfervc, how migh* 
ty induftrious fome people have been, for three 
or four years pad, to hand about flories of 
the hkrdfhips, the merits^ the number, and 
the power of the prejhyterians in Ireland^ to 
Sraife formidable ideas of the dangers aipopiry 
there, and to tranfmit all for England ^ im- 
jproved by great additions, and with Ipecial care 
to have them inferted with comments in thofe 
infamous weekly papers, that infeft your cof- 
fee- houfes. So, when the claufe ena^ng a 
Jfacramental tefl was put in execution, it was 
given out in England^ that half the jufticee 
of the peace through this kingdom had laid 
down their commimons : whereas, upon exa- 
mination, the whole number was found to 
amount only to a dozen ox thirteen, and thofe 
generally or the loweft rate in fortune and 
vnderftanding, and fonie of them fuperannu- 
atjd. So, when the earl of Fembroke was in 
Imand^ and the parliament fitting, a formal 
ftory was very gravely carried to his excel- 
lency by fome zealous members, of a priefl 
vevidy arrived from abroad to the north-weft 

parts 

prefixed, which is faid by lord Orrery to have beei^ 
didated, or ftri£lly rcvired, by the Dean himfelf s 
bot there are inaccuraciei in i^ which may well be 
thought fufficient to dtftroy its authenticity : that 
which in the i&rft paragraph is called the folhwing 
tttmtijt is afterwards faid to be an extraB of a dij" 
(9Kr/e,,and it ii inKnediarely added, that this extras 
'^ the vfbeie, except (ome pafl'ages of no confc^uencc } 
thefe itc included in a pannUieUi, 
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parts of Ireland, who had publicly preached 
to his people to fall a murthering the proteT- 
tants; which, though invented to fcrve an 
end they were then upon, and are ft ill drivinff 
at, was prefently handed over, and printod 
with (brewed remarks by your worthy fcrib* 
biers. In like manner the account of that per- 
fon, who was lately expelled our univeriity for 
refle6Ung on the memory of king fViluam% 
what a dufl; it railed, and how foully it was re> 
lated, is frefii enough in memory. Neither 
would people be convinced till the univerfity 
was at the pains of publiibing a Latin paper 
to juftify themfelves. And, to mention no 
more, this ftory of the pirfecutioa at Drogke^ 
day how it hath been fpread and aggravsued, 
what confequences have been drawn from it« 
and what reproached fixed on thofe who have 
lead defervcd them, wc are already tnfonncd* 
Now, if the end of all this proceeaing were a 
iecretand myftery, I (hould not pretend to 

five it an interpretation \ but fumcient cars 
ath been taken to explain it, firfi, by ad- 
dreiTes artliicially (if not illeip^ally} procured, 
to (hew the miferable ftate of the dyfenters in 
Ireland by reafon of the facramental tefi^ and 
to defire the queen*s interceilion, that it might 
be repealed, l^hen, it is manifeft, that * our 
ipeaker, when he was laft year in EngUmd^ 
iollicited in peribn feveral members of both 
hottfes to have it repealed by an a^ there j 

though 

* Mr. AUtn Brtdnitk, af^erwtfdi t htacditr of 

IrtUnd, and lcr4 Middhttn. ^ 
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tliough it be a matter pm;ely national, that 
cannot poiTibly inteifere with the trsuie and 
intereft of England \ and tliough he himfelf 
appeared formerly the moft zealous of ^ men 
againft the injuftice of binding a nation by 
lawsy to which they do not confent. And 
laftfy^ thofe weekly libellers^ whenever they 
get a tale by the end relating to Irelamd^ with- 
out once troubling their thoughts about tha 
truthy always eniT it with an application a- 
%^in9LX\L^ facramental teft^ and tiic abfolute 
neceflity there is of repealing it in both king- 
doms. I know it may be reckoned a weak- 
ncfs to fay any thing of fuch trifles, a^ ar* 
below a ferious m^^s notice ; much lei's would 
I difparage the underftanding of any party« 
to thmk uey would chuie the vileft and mo/I 
iterant among mankind, to employ them 
tor the afieitors of a caufe. I ihall only fay» 
that the fcandalous liberty thofe wretches take^^ 
would hardly be allowed, if it were not min- 
gled with opinions that fome men would be 
glad to advanpe. Befides, how infipid foever 
thofe papers are, they feem to be levelled to 
the underftandings of a great number \ they 
are ^wn a necenary part in the cofFee-houle 
furniture, and fome time or other may hap- 
pen to be read by cnftomei^ of all ranks tor 
curiofity and arauiement, becaufe they lie al- 
ways in the way. One of thefe authors (the 
fellow that was pilUried^ I have * forgot his 

name) 

* The fellow that was pilloried, was Daniel Defoe , 
whsfe name Swji well knew aii4 lemenibered, but 
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prelates oi' this aee» however bis charaflef 
may be defiied by fuch mean and dirty hands 
as thofe of the tifirvator, or fuch as Employ 
him.] 

I now come to anfwer the other part of 
your letter, and (hall give you my c^pinion 
freely about repealing the /acnuiuntal Ufi % 
only whereas you defire my thoughts as a 
friend, and not as I am a member of parlia- 
ment, I rauft aflure you they are exaoly the 
fafne in both capacities. 

I muft begin by telling you» we are gene* 
rally rurprifed at your wonderful kindneft to 
us on this occaGon, in being To very induftri- 
ous to teach us to fee our interefts la a jpoint^ 
where we are fo unable to fee it ourfelves. 
This hath given us fome fufpicion } and tho^ 
in my own particular I am hugely bent to be* 
lievethat, whenever you Concern yourfelves in 
otiiTiiffairSy it is ccitainly fir wr good^ yet ] 
have the misfortune to be fomething fmgula 
in this belief, arid therefore I never attemf 
to juftify it, but content royfelf to poflefs m 
own opinion in private, for fear of encoui 
tering men of more ^it or words, than I ha 
to fpare. 

We at this diftance, who iee nothing 
the fpring of a£lions, are forced by mere c( 
jcSurc to ailign two reafons for your defir 
lis to repeal the Jacramenial tt^ \ one is, 
coufe you are faid to imagine it will be a 
towaras the like good li^rk in England. 
other more immediate, that it ^111 op 
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wanr for rewarding fmiral perftns, who have 
Weil deferved vpon a great octafion^ but who 
are now unquaHfied through that impediment. 
I do not frequently quote poets^ efpecially 
tng^ X but I remember there is in fome of 
Mr. OufiefB love verfes a ilrain, that I 
thought exuaordinary at fifreen, and hav« 
often iince imagined it to be fpdcen bjr Ire^^ 
land, 

fvrhid it 9 hnmin^ jm^ lift flmdd hi 
We^h'dwitb btr Uafi (onvenintcj^. 

la fhort, whatever advantage you prqx>ie 
to yoorfeWet by repealing the facramMtai 
itf^ fpeak it out plamly, it is the beft argo^ 
ment yoo eta ufe, for we value your tntereft; 
moch^more than our own ; if your little fin« 
ger be fere^ and you think a poultice mad* 
tHwanfkdt will give it eafe, ipeak the word| 
and it Aall b« done : the intereil of our whok ' 
kingdom it at any time ready to ftrike to that 
of your ^poorest Jijbwg^t&wns i it is hard ^ou 
will fiot accept oar icrvices^ unleft wie believe 
at the faaw time, that you are only confult'- 
ing our profit^ and giving us maiks of your 
love. It there be a nre at fame diftance, and 
I immediately blow up my houie before there 
be occaiton, oecaufe you are a man of quali- 
ty^ and apprehend fome danger to a corner of 
jmr/ieMeiy^ why Aiould you require me 
to attend next morning at your levee, with 
By bumble thanks for the favour you have 
Mne^ 

La \^ 
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If we might be allowed to jud* 
felves, we had abundance of ben 
facramtntalufiy and forefee anum 
chiefs would be the confequence oi 
it; and we (Conceive the obje6tio 
gatnft it.bv the dijfentirs are of no 
torce. They tell us of their merit! 
war tn Irtlandy and how chearful 
gaged for the fafcty of the natio 
they had thought they had been fi| 
other people'^s quarrels, perhaps it 
cooled their zeal; and that for 
they (hall fit down quietly, and le 
work ourfelves ; n^y, that it is ne 
ihould do To, fince they cannot ta 
under the penalty of high treafbn. 
Now fuppofing them to have do 
ty, as I tNclieve thev did, and no 
them about the * ^ on the nvbeel 
Ubifiyf property f and religiofiy ha 
three fubjec^s of the quarrel ; and 
thofe been ^mply fecured to them 
at that time a mental refer^afion 
and employments i and muft thel'e i 
be added henceforward in our nal 
rels ? It is grown a mighty con< 
ibme men, to melt down the 
eburcb eftaUiJbed by law, into that 



* Alltidiog to a hhlt of a fly, who, 
•a the fpoke of t wheel belonging t» a 
was driven rapidly along the road, c 
own importance, and cried out, ** JVi 
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gmMofihi mmfi/iri/Ui » of which appeilatioii it 
IS cafier to mid the reafon than Uve fenfe : if 
by the mti^att ^y mean the fr'ma [th6 
cxpreffioB includes a falfliood ) fot when king 
Jtumt waft ftme\ the eftabliflied church vras 
the fame it is now^ If by the lame word they 
mean the leg^flature, we deiife no more. fi« 
that as •it will, we of this kin^om believe 
the church of IrtUmd to be the national churchy 
and the only one edabliihed by law» and are 
wiUing by the lame law to give a tderatkn to 
dsfeiterd s but if once we repeal our fatra- 
WMmid t^9 ^nd grant a toUratktt^ or fufpend 
the execution of the penal laws, I do not fee 
bow we can be (aid to have any eftabliihed 
church remaiaifig 1 et rather, why there wiH 
not be as many elbbliflitd churches, as thcro 
are &&t of diOeateri. No, fay they, youi» 
will ftill be the nattonal ehurch, becaufe your 
blihops and clergy are maintained br the pufo<« 
Bet wfi^tkiH I ibppofe will' be or no long 
duration, and il would be very unjuH; it fliould, 
becaufe, to ^ak in!7ttr<Ai/*3 phrafe, it is not 
RtfimabU tk^ terenueaihould be annexed to 
oat opiiiton more than- another, when all are 
tqualty lawful; and it is the fame anthor'c 
maxim, that no free-bom Aibje6l ought to 
pRT for maintaining fpeculaUons he does not 
DoieTC. Bui niufy Jhiitld any man^ ufon ae^ 
€mmt^%f &pimms be ctumot help, be deprived tbi- 
Mtrtumif ef ftrwng bis queen and country /. 
taeiraeal iac6nnnen(bble,sund, whrn employ*. 
ments go a begging for want of hands, they 
fl^'be iure to have the refvifal, onV^ >x^aci: 
L 3 cQ^- 
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condition they will not pretend to thdn up 
maxinftSy which equally inclnde otU^is^ turi 
jewSf in/uUlSf and heretics j or, which is ft 
more dangerous, even fa^fls themfelves t t 
former you allow, the other you deny t b 
cauie thefe laft own i foreign power, ai 
therefore muft be (hut out. But there it i 
great weight in this ; for their religion a 
Slit with nree ftates, with limited or abfolu 
monarchies as well as a better ; and the po^ 
power in Fratue is but a (hadow ; fo that U] 
oa this foot there need be no great danger : 
the conftitution b^ admitting petpifis tp en 
ployments. I will help you to enough • 
them (hall be ready fo allow i\\tpope as litt 
power ho-e as you pleafe ; and the bare op 
nion of his being vicar of Chrift is but a ^ 
cuiiOnte pointy for which n» man it (een 
ought to be deprived the capacity of fervin 
hii country. 

. But, if you pleafe, I will tell you thegre) 
objeftion we have a^inft repesding this fkn 
JknrameMtal tejf. It is, that we are verily pa 
fnaded, the coniequence will bean ivtire a 
tmtion of religion among tts in no -great con 
pafs of years. And pray, obierve how ^ 
reafon in Irelatul upon this matter. 

We obferve the Scots in our northern pan 
to be a brave induftrious people, extrnnfll 
devoted to their religion, and full of an m 
Jijhtrbed affeflion towards each other. Nuni 
ben of that noble nation, invited by the fler 
tilities of the foil, are glad to exchange thd 
hamn hills of Loquabar by a voyage <of thn 
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hours, for our fniitfal vHes of Doun and An^ 
trinif (b prodaflive of that grain, which at 
little trouble and Jefs expence fin^s diet and 
lodging for themfelves and their cattle. Thele 
people,, by their extreme parfimony, wonder- 
ful dexterity in duUingy and firm adherence to 
one-snother, foon grfi/w- into wealth from the 
fimaUeJk biginnings, never are rooted out whero 
they once fix, and increafe daily by new. iupM 
plies s beiides, when they are the fuperior 
number in any tra£l of ground, they are not 
- mftr patient of mixture i but fuch, whom they 
cannot affimilatej ibon find it their intereft to 
remove.' I have donejall in my power on fome 
land of my own to preferve two or three. eng^ 
ii^ fellows in their neighbourhood, but found 
it impoffible, though one! of them thought hei 
had lufficicntly made his rourt by turning 
prefbyterian: Add to all this, that they bring 
along with them from Scotland a moft formi- 
dable notion of our church, which they look 
upon at leaft three decrees worfe than popery s 
and .it is n^itural it mould be To, fince they 
come over full fraught with that fpirit, which 
taneht them- to aboliih epifeopacy at home. 

Then we proceed firther, and obferve, that 
l3bc gentlemen of employments here make a 
Terj^-aonfiderable numbeir in the houfe of com- 
monis and have no other merits but that of 
doing their duty in their feveral ftations ; 
t h ccetare , when the tieft is repealed, it will 
be highly ceafonable they ftould give place to 
thofisy who have much greater fervices to 
plead* ' The commii&ons of the revenue ^v« 
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foondifpofedofy and the coildAort ud otfao' 

officers throughout the kingdom are ^ecally 

appointtd by the conomifnonerf , whieb gitn 

them a mighiy influence in every connty* Aa 

much may be (aid of the great oflket in tbq 

law ; and when this door ia open to let diffin* 

tert into the comnufiioni of the pcaop^ t9 

malcc them hi^h-dierifrty mayors of t a rfon* 

ftionsy and ofiicera of the army and militia, I 

do not fee how it can be otherwile, confiikru 

ing their tnduibry an4 onr fiipineneia, bat 

that they may, in a very few years, gmn to s 

fnajority in the houfe of oomrnoas, and om<* 

ibt|oentJy make themfelvca the national rdi* 

fion, and have a fair pretence to demand ibn 

fevemies of the chmnch for their teaeheri. I 

knoew it will be ob|e£M^ tfast, if all this ikould 

happen as I 4efcrrt>e, yet the prcfliyterim re« 

}igion coqld never be made the national by wS^ 

of parliament, becauft oor biihopa are fo neat 

n number m the houJe of lords j and, winiool 

a majority there, the ^hureh could not be a- 

boliihed. Bot I have two Wfy fsorf gx/ntS^ 

tnts for that, which I ihali Icate you to giie6y 

aiHl I dare fwear oor (ipeaker hm haaoliai 

fhovsht on, efpecially having ende a voured at 

mu^tkem fo l*tdy. To convince you, tbel 

fhis defign is not K> foreign ixfm/omt fmfltn 

tiKiugfats, Imuftletyouknow, thatanmeft 

hiif»watbir * of our houfe (you h«ve hwi 

fMw in itif^atuif I wiih you could keep him 

timers) ha4 the impudence fome years age^ in 

■ .p*- 

t $»fPQledtO.^V^«Bro«{erK4^ 
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pdrliamcnt-time, to (hake my lord bifhop of 
KHaloo * by his lawn fleeve, and tell hiin, in 
a threatening manner, that be toped to li'uetf 
Jie the dajt *wken there fiould not be one of bis 
order in the kingdom, 

Thefe lad lines pcrha)>s you think a dlgref-? 
fion ; therefore to return, I told you the con^ 
fequences we fully reckon upon from repeal* 
ing the facramental te/f, which although tho 
greateft number of fuch as are for doing i^ 
are afhially in no manner of pain about it« 
and many of them care not three- pence whe-r 
ther there be any churchy or no ; yet, becauie 
they pretend to argue from confcience as well 
at policy and intereft, I thought it proper to 
underftand and anfwer them accordingly. 

NoW^ fir, in anfwer to ydur queftion, whe^ 
ther, if any attempt ihould be made here for 
repealing the facramental tefi^ it would be 
likely to.fucceed? the number of profeflcd 
diflenters in this parliament was, aa; I remeinT 
ber, fomething under ^ dozen, and I cannot 
call to mind above thirty others, who were 
expe^td to fall in with them. This is cer.. 
taiDt that the preibyterian party liaving with 
great induftry muftered up their forces, did 
endeavour one day, upon occafion of a hint 
ID my lord \ Pembroke"^ fpe^ch, to introduce 
a debate about repealing the tefl claufe^ whea 
there appeared at leafl ^our to jne odds againft 
them } and the ableft of thofe, who were rec- 
koned 

* Dr. Lindfof, afc^i-wards kfd vT\T«\tt% 
f Then lord lieutenant of Irclan ^« 



i A LETTER concbrking thk 
ined the mod (linch and thormigli-b^^^^ 
ftigs upon ail other ocGafions, fell olr%„y^ 
1 abhorrence at the firft mention of tiii«. 
I muft defire you to take notice, ihmt th^ 
ermt of luhi^ and tofy do not properly ex<^ 
^reft the different intereft in our parliament^ 
^I remember, when I was laft in S^gUmt, W 
told the king, that the higheft toriet we had 
with ua would make tolerable whiga there : 
this was certainly right, and ftill in the gene* 
ral continues fo, unlefs yon have (ine« admit* 
ted new chara^riftics, which did not come 
within our definition.] Whoever bean a 
tme veneration for the glorious memory of 
Ung ffHUoMf at our great deliverer from po« 
pcry and flavery ; whoever is firmly loyal to 
•or Drefent queen with an utter abhorrence 
and detelbtion of the pretender ; whoever ap« 
proves the fupeeinon to the crown in the hoofe 
t( Htm§ver^ and is for prefefving the doftrine 
and difcipline of the church of EnfUuul, with ^ 

an mdulgince for fcrupulous confciences ) ibch ^ 

a man we think afta upon rieht principleti 
and may be juf^ly allowed a •ivK^j^ ; and I be* 
lieve there are not fix members m our hovA 
of commons, who may not fairly come under 
this defcription. So that the parties among 
us are made upon one fide of wndtrate m^higSt 
and on the other of priflytirums and their 
mbettors^ by which laft I mean fuch who can 
equally ^ te a church or coHventklft or foch 
who are mdifferent to all religion in general j 
or, laftly, fuch who afFe£l to bear a perfonal 
rancour tovrards t^e clergy s the(e hm aie a 

fttr 
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fett of men not of our own growth, their 
principles at leaft hare been imported of lato 
years j yet this whole party put together will 
icarcey I am confident^ amount to above fifty; 
men in parliament, which can hardly be work- 
ed up into ti majority of three hundred. 

As to the houfe otlordt^ the difficulty thert 
is conceived at leaft as great as in ours* $^ 
tnany qf our temporal pe^rs live in EngUmd^ 
that the bilhops are generally pretty near a 
pdr of the houfe^ and we reckon they will bo 
all to a man againft repealing the Ufi \ and yet 
their lordfhips are generally thou^t as good 
whigs Upon oiir pnnciples as Any in the iung* 
dom. Therb are indeed a few lay-Urdsi wha 
appear to have nO great devotion for epifco« 
pacyi and perhaps one or two itiore, with 
whom fertam poiitetful motives might be ufed 
for reiboving any diffic\ilty whattoever 1 but 
thefe are, in no ibit, a number to carry any 
poiiit againft a contunAion of the reft and dw 
whole bench of biihops. 

Befides, jthe whole body of our clergy it 
utterly againft repeating the tefi^ though they 
are intirely devoted to her majefty, and hara« 
ly one in an hundred, who are not very goo^ 
ijubigs in our acceptation of the word. And 
1 muft let you know, that ^ of IfeUm^ aiir 
not yet coihe up to other folks refinements, for 
we generally love and efteem our clergy^ and 
thii3: they deferve it ; nay, we are af»t to lay 
feme weight upon their opinion^ and would 
not wijliogly diibblige them, at leaft, unleft 
it were upon fome greater point of intereft 
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an this. _ And their judgment in the j 

nt affair is the more to be regarded, bcca 

aey are the laft perfons, who will be aflW 

>y It : this makes vs think them impart 

ind that their concern is only for relj^on s 

the intereft of the kingdom. Becaufe the : 

Y^hich repeals the teft^ will only qualify ai 

191^ for an employment, but not a freJbyU 

ak or anabaptifi preacher for a church-livi 

Now I muft take leave to inform you, t 

fbveral members of our hdufe, and myfeli 

mong the reft, knowing fome tiifie ago w 

was upon the anvil, went to all the clergy 

. l|^ncw of any diftin£lion, and defired th 

judgment in the matter j wherein wc founi 

moS wonderful agreement, there being 1 

Me di*vine that we could hear of in the wh 

kingdom, who appeared of a contrary, fei 

ment, wherein be afterwards flood alonf 

iht con*vocation, very little to his credit^ t 

as he hoped, very much to. his interefl, 

I will now confider a little the argunr 
tiffered to fhew the advantages, or rathe 
necefTity of repealing the ie^ in Ireland, 
are told the popifh interefl is here fb for 
b)e, that all hands fhould be joined to \ 
under j that the only names of diftin6^ 
inong us ought to be thofe of pretcftc 
fapift\ and that this expedient is th 
means to unite all proteflanis upon or 
mon bottom. All which is nothing \ 
reprefentatioh andmiftake.. 
' If we wci-e under any real fear of tl 
m this kingdom, it would be h'.:rd to 
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To ihipid, as not to be equally appreheniive 
with others^ fince we are likely to be the grea** 
eft, and more immediate fufferers: but, od 
the contrary, we look upoo them to be alto- 
gether as inconiiderable as the women and 
children. Their lands are alraoft intirely ta- 
ken from them, and they are rendered unca^p 
pable of purihafing any more ; and, for the 
little that remains, proviiion is made by the 
late a&againft popery, that it will daily crum** 
ble away : to prevent which, fome of the moll , 
confiderable among them are already tui-ned 
proteftants, and fo in all probability will ma- 
ny more. Then, the pppifti prielts are all 
regiftered, and without permimon (which X 
hope will not be granted) they can have no 
fuccefTors ; that the proteftant clei^ will find 
it perhaps no difficult matter to bring great 
numbers over to the church j and in the mean 
time the common people, without leaders, 
without difcipline, or natural courage, being 
little better than betuers oftwod, eud dra^ju* 
irs ofvoater^ ai*e out of all capacity of doing 
any mifchief, if they were ever fo well incUn-) 
cd. Neither are they at all likely to join in 
any confidera>>le numbers with an invader^ 
having found fo ill fuccefs when they wero 
much more numerous and powerful: when 
they had a prince of their own religion tip head 
them, had been trained for fome year9. under 
a fo^/k diUay^ and received fuch mighty aids 
from the fiYicr^ king.**. . 

M . As 

• In the reign' of king 7tfm«t 1I..«n<l till afim 
iSb^^iCe of the Bojntxn i6i90, ; 
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kS to that argument ufed for repeating 
, that it will unite all proteibnts agai 
: commoH enemjf \ I wonder by vidiat ngi 
ofe gentlemen ijpeak, who are pleafed 
Ivance it : fuppofe, in order to increafe i 
-iendlhip between you and me, a l»r fhoi 
>ars, that I muft nave half vour eftate \ 
/ou think that would much advftice the uni 
retween us ? or fuppofe I ihare my fortv 
equally between my own children anda/r^ 
|vr, whom I take into mv prote6lion \ \i 
that be a method to unite tneni ? it is an o 
way of uniting parties to deprive a majef 
cf part of their ancient right, by confeiri 
it on zfa£l'tfm who had never any right at a 
and therefore cannot be faid to fuffer any 1< 
or injury, if it be refufed them. Neither 
it very clear, how far fome people may ftret 
the term of commw etuntf. How many 
there of thofe who call themfelves protefta' 
who look upon our worihip to be idolati 
as well as that of the papifts, and with f 
charity put pnUuy and popery togetlier as t 
convertible ? 

And therefore there is one fjoiall dc 
would be willingly fatisfied in, before I 
to the repealin'g of the tejl ; that is, w 
thefe i^mtprpteftanis^ when they have 1 
Jlexterity made themfelves the nation 
gion, and di^ofed the church revenuef 
i^tvepaftors^ or tbemfelves, will be fo 
allow us difenterSf I do not fay a ifaa 
ployments, but a bare toleration by i? 
rtuon of my doubt is, becaufe I hav 
1 
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very idle as to read above fifty pamphlets writ-^ 
ten by as many pre(bytenan divines^ loudly 
diiclaiming this idol toleration^ fome of tbem 
calling it (I know not how properly) a rag tf 
fopety^ and all agreeing it was to eftablijb im^ 
fuitjf by a law* Now I would be glad ta 
know, when and where tbiir fuccejfors have 
renounced thisdo&rihe^ and before what wit- 
aefles. Becaufe, methinks, I (hould be loth 
to fee my poor titular bilhop in partibus ieis- 
cd on by miftake in the dark for a jefuit, or 
be forced royfelf to keep a chaplain diiguifed 
like my butler, and deal to prayers in a back 
ffoom^ as my grandfather ufed in thofe times^ 
vhen the church of England was malignant. 

But this is ripping up old quaii els long 
forgot } popery is now the common enemji^ 
againfl which we muft all unite : I have been 
tired in hiftory with the perpetual folly of 
thofe ftatesy wh6 call in foreigners to aflift 
themagajnft a {ommon enemj : but the mif- 
chief was, thefe allies would never be brought 
to allow, that the common enemy vras quite 
liihdued. And they had reafon i for it prov« 
ed at lafty that one part of the common ene- 
my YnL% thofe who called them in, and fo the 
allies became at length the mafiers. 

It is agreed among natural! fts, that a lion 
as a larger, a ftronger, and more dangerous 
enemy than a cat \ yet if a inan were to have 
his choice, either a lioti at his foot^ bound 
faft with three or four chains, his teeth drawn 
6Ut| and his claws pared to tho quick, or an 
M % an* 
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ry cat in foil liberty at his throat j 1u 
uld take no long time to determine, 
i have b4*en fometimes admiring the won- 
rful fignification of that ^rd ferfecuiimi 
id iwhat various interpretations it hath ac* 
uired even within my memory. Whenl 
iras a boy, I often heard the prefl>yteriaai 
:omplain, that they were not permitted tc 
ferve God in their own way j they faid the] 
did not repine at our employments, bui 
thought that all men who live peaceablj 
ought to have liberty of confcience, and leav< 
to afTemble. That impediment being remov< 
ed at the revolution, they foon learned tc 
fwallow. the facramental ref, and began ti 
take Ycfy large fteps, wherein all who offer- 
ed to oppofe them, were called men of^ferfi- 
cutingjpirit. During the time the bill againf 
occalional conformity was on foot, ferfecu 
thn was every day rung in our ears, and noi 
at laft tY» Jlacramental tefi itfelf haa the fan 
name. Wt^ere then is this matter likely 
end, when the obtaining of one requell is c 
ly uied as a ftep to demand another ? A lo 
is ever complaining of cruelty j while • 
thing is denied him ; and, when the lady i 
fes to be cruelf fhe is from the next'mor 
at his mercy : fo terfecutton^ it Teems, i^ 
ry thing, that will not leave it in mens p 
to perficute others. 

There is one argument offered ag? 
facramental tejf by a fort of men, w) 
content to be ftiled of the church ot £i 




SACRAMENTAL TEST. 1K5 

mho perhaps attend its fervice in the morning, 
and go with their wives to tl comjenttcle in the 
aftemoon^ confefiing they heard veiy good 
dodrine in both. Thefe men are much of- 
fended, that fo holy an inftitution, as that of 
the Lord*9 fupper, ihould be made fubfervient 
to fiich mercenary pui'pofes as the getting of 
sn employment. Kow it feems, the law, 
concluding all men to be members of that 
church wnunre they receive the facrament ; and 
fixppoiing all men to live like chriftians (efpe- 
cially thofewho are to have employments) did 
imagine they received the facrament in courfe 
about four times a year \ and therefore only 
defired it might appear by certificate to the pub* 
licy that fiidiy who took an office, were mem- 
bers of the church eitablifhed, by doing their 
ordinary duty. However,, leji nue Jlxnild of- 
fendtbenty we have often defired they would 
deal candidly with us : for, if the matter fluck 
only there, we would propofe it in parlia- 
ment, that every man, who takes an employ- 
ment, fhouldysnftead of receiving the facra- 
ment, be obliged to fwear, that he is a mem- 
her of the church of Ireland by law efbblifh- 
cd,, with epifcdpacy, and fo firtb $ and, a» 
they do now in Scotland, to be true t9 tbe kirk* 
Btft, when we drive them thus far, they aU 
ways retire to the main body of the argument, 
tnrge the hardihip that men fhould be deprived 
the liberty of ferving their queen and country 
<m account of their conference : and, in fhort, 
have recourie to the common &i\\t of their 
kdf-brethren* Now,Nvheihev\\\\sVi^^^'<«sfe 
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- of arguing, I will appeal to any other 
gment but theirs. 

There is another topic of clamour fome* 
lat parallel to the foregoing : it feemt by 
e tcft-claufe the miUlarj ofHcert are obli« 
.ti to receive the facrament, ai well as the 
'vil. And it is a matter of fome patience 
3 hear the diflenters declaiming upon th^a 
tccafion : they cry they are (tifarmed^ the^ 
lie ufed like papiih : when an enemy appears 
at home^ or fsom abroad, they muft (it ftil!^ 
and fee their throats cut, or be hanged for 
hiffh-trcafon if they offer to defend themfelves. 
Miftrable condition \ woful dilemma ! it n 
happ^ for Its all, that the pretender was not 
apprifed of this taffive trejbyterian princi- 
ple, elfe he would infallioly nave landed in 
our mrtbfrm parts, and found them all fat 
down j'n their formalities, as the Gauls did 
the fiomau fenators, ready to die with honour 
in their callings. Sometimes, to appeafe thei 
indignation, we venture to give tnem hopei 
that in fuch a ca(e the government will pei 
haps connive, and hardly be fo (eveie to har 
them for defending it againft the letter of t 
law I to which they readily aitfwer, that tb 
will not lie at our mercy, but let us fight c 
battles ourielves. Sometimes we offer to 
an ad, by which, upon all popijb infurre 
ons at heme, orp^i/b invafions from abn 
the government ihall be im powered to g 
commiflions to all proteftants whatfof 
without that perficuting circumftance of o 
MBg them to fetf tbtir frajert when the 
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ceive .the facrament : but they abhor all 
thougirts of occafinnal commifnon? ; they will 
not do our drudgery, and we reap the bene* 
fit : it is not worth their while to ftght^ro arts 
ei facts J and they had rather iofe their eftates, 
liberties^ religion, and lives, than the plea- 
fure oi governing. 

But to bring this difcourfe towards a con- 
clufion : if the diifenters will be fatisfied with 
fu:h a toleration by law, as hath been granted 
them in England, I believe the majority of 
both houfts will fall readilv in with it j far- 
ther it will be hard to perluade this houfe of 
commons, and perhaps much harder the next. 
For, to fay the truth, we make a mighty dif- 
ference here between fuifering tbijiles to grow 
among us, -and wearing them for fojies, Wt 
are fully convinced in our confciences, that 
nue (hall always tolerate them ; but not quite 
fo fully that tb$^ will always tolerate tu, when 
it comes to their turn ; and ive are the ma|0- 
rity, and nve are in pofleiHon. 

He who argues in defence of a law in foree» 
not antiquated or obfulete, but lately enad«l, 
is certainly on the fafer fide, and may be al* 
lowed to point out the dangers he conceives to 
forefee in the abrogation ot it. 

For, if the conlequences of repealing this 
claufe (hould at fomc time cr other enable the 
preibyterians to work themfelves up into the 
national church, inftead of uniting ^rotehoiUf 
it would fow eternal divi^ons among them* 
Firfty their own fe£ts, which now lie.donnant, 
would be foon at cuffs again with each other 
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about power and preferment $ and the dijfei 
ing epifcopalsf pernaps difcontcnted to Aid 
degree, as, upon fomtfair unbapfy occafi< 
would be able to fliake the firmeft lojal 
which none can deny theirs to be. 

Neither is it very difikult to conj^6hi 
from fome late proceedings, at what a r 
t\i\% faSiott ts like to dri/e, where- ever it g 
die ijobip and the feat. They have alrca 
fet up courts of fpiritual judicature in op 
contempt of the laws : they fend mij/ltmar 
evcry-where, without being invited, in on 
to convert the ckurchof Engltmd folks to ch 
tumity. They are as vigilant as Ikn(nv iu, 
to attend perfons on their death-beds, and I 
puipofes much alike. And wh^t praflit 
ftich principles as thefe (with many other tl 
might be invidious to mention) may fpaw 
when they aVe laid out to the fun, you m 
determine at jeifure. 

Laftly, Whether we arc fo intircly fure 
their loyalty upon the prefent foot of gover 
ment as you may imagine, their detra^Vc 
make a qireftion, which however does, I thin 
by no means aflfe6l the body of dilTenters: fa 
the inftance produced ts of^fome among Uk 
leading teachers in the north, who, having i 
fuied the abjuraiion oatb^ yet continue th^ 
preaching, and have abundance of followei 
The particulars are out of my head ; but t 
£a£t is notorious enough, and I believe ha 
been publifhed ^ I think it a pity, it hath n 
beta ffflwrftfrf. ' 

Th 
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*h}it J have fairly given you, dry. m^fiwxt. 
akm, as <we]l at &t of » great majority 
oth houfes here, relating to thia weighty 
r I upon which I am confident you may 
rely reck^. f will leave you to make 
tufe of ft you pleafe* 

/ am twitb great rej^efff 



ilin». Dec. 4> 



Sir, 



Yours, iic. 



M 
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nenv. I have been of late offended <i 
njotiteti of effays and moral difcourfei 
nittg into ft ale topics and threadbare \ 
and not handling their futjeSi fully a 
all nvbicb errors I have carrfully a<uo 
Jbllofwing effay, fwhicb I have propi 
pattern for young ^writers to imita 
thoughts and obfervatumr leing inti 
the quotations untouched by others y thi 
mighty importance, and treated wifh si 
and per^cuity^ it hath coft me agn 
titnet\ and I defireyou tvtll accept an 
it as the utmoft effort of tny genius. 

PHiIorophei*s fay, that man is a m 
or little worlds refembling in i 
every part of the great : and, in m> 
the body natural may be compared t< 
dy politic : and, if this be io^ hQ\ 
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eficureau'^ opinioB be true» that the univerfe 
was forhaed by a fortuitous concourle of atoms % 
which I will no more believe, than that the 
accidental jumbling of the alphabet could fall 
by chance into a mod ingenious and learned 
trealife ofjphilofophy. Rijum teneatis amid T 
[Hor.] Xbis falfe opinion muft needs creatft 
many more $ it is like an erroi' in the firft con* 
co£lion, which cannot be corre6led in th§ fe- 
cond I the foundation is weak, and whatever 
fuperltrudlure vou raife upon it, muft of ne- 
c^ty fall to the ground. Thus men are led 
from one error to another, until with Ixiom 
they embrace a cloud inftead of Juno : or, like 
the dog in the fable, lofe the fubftance in 
gaping at the (hadow. For fuch .opinions 
cannot cohere ; but, like the iron and clay in 
the toes of Nebuchadnezzar s image, muft fe- 
pirate and break in pieces. I have read in a 
certain, ^uthor, thzt Aiexamier vft^t^ becaufe 
he had no more worlds to conquer ; which he 
needed not have done, if the fortuitous con* 
courfe of atoms could create one : but this it 
ian opinion fitter for that many-headed besdt 
the vulgar to entertain, than for fo wife a 
mAn as Epicurus y the corrupt part of his feft 
cnly borrowed his name, as the monkey did 
the cat's cl^w to draw the chefiiut out of the 
fre. 

However, the firft ftep to the cure is to 
know the difeafe \ and though truth may be 
difficult to find, becaule, as the philofophtr 
obfcrves, fhe Jives in the bottom of aweJl» 
>n we need not, like blind men, grope in 
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open dav-light. I hope I may be 
snnong fo many far more learned me 
fcr my mite, fmcc a ftandcr-by m; 
times perhaps fee more of the ^ame, 
that inays it. But I do not thmk a 
pher obliged to account for every j)] 
iron in nature, or drown hhnfelr wri 
//f, for not being abie to folve the eb 
i!owmg of the tide, in that fatal fei 
paft upon himfelf, ^ia te non capio 
me. Wherein he was at once the ji 
tfie criminal, the accufer and exe 
Socrates on the other hand, who faid 
liothiney was pronounced by the ora 
the wileft man in the world. 

But, to return from this digreflion 
it as clear as any demonftration ii 
that nature does nothing in vain ; if 
able to dive into her fecret receffes, v 
find that the fmalleft blade of grafs, 
contemptible weed, has its particular 
file is chiefly admirable in her nrinut 
pofitions, the leaft and moft contemj 
feA moft diicovers the art of nature, 
fo call it, though nature, which de 
vaiiety, wrll always triumph over art 
the poet obfenrcs, 

Naiuram expeUasfurca licet y ufque r 



But the various opinions of phi! 
have fcattered through the world 
plagues of the mind, aS Pandora'% 
Ihoic of the body, only with this d! 
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Aat they liave not left hope at the fcottotn. 
And, it tnitlh be not fled with AJhrea^ flie is. 
Certainly ^s hidden as the fource of Nile^ and 
can be found only in Utopia, Not that I 
would reflet on thofe wife fages, which would 
be a fort of inn-atitude; and he that calls a 
itAn ungi-ateful, fums up all the evil that a 
man can be guilty of: 

Iffgrafumfi dixms, <tmnia- diets* 

But what I blame'^ the philofophers for 
(though (bme may tHink it a paradox) is 
chiefly, their pride; nothing lefs than an ipfe 
iiixitf and you mud pin your faith on their 
ileeve. And, though A'^^^^i lived in a tub, 
there might be, for aught I know, as much 
pride under his rags, as in the fine fpun gar- 
ment of the divine Plato. It is reported of 
this Diogenes, that when Alexandef came to 
fee him, and promifed to cive him whs^tever 
he would alk, the emic only anfwered, Take 
n.tfrom me <what thou canfi not gi*ve me, but 
fiand from between me and the light \ which 
was almoll as exti^vagant as the philofopher, 
that fiun^ his money into the fea with this 
remarkable faying — 

How different was this man from the ufu- 
rer, who, being told his fon would fpehd all 
he had got, replied. He cannot take more plea^ 
jure in^e^ding, that I did in getting it. Thefo* 
men could fee the faults of each o'hcr, but 
i\ot their own 5 thof« they flung into the bag 

behind 




Li 
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L^':;:r. 1 • ; sss vUeaau id wuaitie^ a 
iergo ff, I may perhaps be cenTurcd i 
free opinion by thofe carping momus*s» 
authors worfliip as the iadtams do the 
i'or fear. They will endeavour lo gii 
lepuutJon as many wounds as the man 
aimauack ; but I value it not: andpe 
like flies p the\' may bua fo often abo 
cknrllep till they bum their «wings. 
inuft pardon me, if I venture to give 
this advice, not to rail at what they i 
underftands it does bot diicover tha 
tormenting paflion of envy, than whi( 
greateft tyrant never invenled a bumtc 
tormenu 

beuidia StcuU nan invemnt ^fyramiti 
Tormattum nu^us.^^"^ 

I mud be fo bold'to tell ray critics an 
lings, that they can no more judge of 
than a man that is bom blind can hzn 
tmc idea of colours. I have alwap o 
cd, thst your empty veflels found loud 
value their lafhes as little as the fea did 
of XerjQts^ when he whipped it f . Tl 



* Alluding to the fable of Fbdtdrus, that ; 
hjid hoog over every man's (houlder two fiitcb 
which one hoog before, and contained tbe h 
hit neighbours ; and the other behind, whid 
taioed bit own. 

t Ic U told of Xerxe^t that when the fica 
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Hioft favour a man can expe^l from them is, 
that wliicb Folypbtmus promised Uljjfes^ that. 
he would devQui biih tne laft : they thiok to 
fubdue a writer, as Cgtfar did his enemv, with 
a yeniy in£t %)ici„ I confc(s I value tne 6|>t. 
nton of the )u4ici«us few, a Rjtner, uDemu^ 
or a JV-r^k } but for^ the reft, to give njy 
iudgment at once, I think the long dii'pnte a- 
mong the philofophers about a vaatum may 
be determined in the afBtinativ^, that it is to 
be found in a critic's head» They are at beft 
but the di'ones of the learned world, who de« 
vour the honey, and will not work them- 
selves ; and a writer need no more rtgwd 
them, than the moon does the baikin? of a 
little fenftlefs cur. For, in fpite of their 
terrible roaring, you may with half an tye 
difcover the ajj under the //«s*s ikin. 

But to return to our difcourfe : DemofibintSp 
being aiked what was the firft part of an oi*a-> 
tor, replied, aQton : what was the fecond, 
aStion: what was the third, aSHon: and fo 
on ad infinitum* This may be true in ora- 
tory $ but contemplation in other things ex-- 
ceeds a£lion. And therefore a wife man ia 
never lefs alone, than when he is alone : 

Nunquam minus fohSf quam cum faluf. 

And ArcbimedtSy the famous mathematicT- 
an, was fo intent upon his problems, that he 
never minded tlie ibldieS: who came to kill bim« 

There- 

dffwn the bridge of boats, wb'th he had hid over the 
Hflkfjxifitt he ordered it to be lafhed, aod fetters to 
be thrown into it* 
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Therefore, not to detraft from the juft praife 
which belongs to orators, they ougnt to con- 
fider that nature, which gave us two eyes to 
i'eei and two ears to hedr, has given us but 
one tongue to fpeak, wherein however fome 
do Co abound, that the viiiiuori, who have been 
fo long in fearch for the perpetual motion, 
may infallibly find it there. 

Some men admire republics, becaufe ora- 
tors flourifh there moft, and are the great ene- 
mies of tyranny : but my opinion is, that one 
tyrant is better than a hundred. Befides, 
thefe orators inflame the people, whofe an- 
ger is really but a (hott fit of madnefs : 

Ira furor bre^is ^.— HoR. 

After which, laws are like cobwebs, which 
may catch fmall flies, but let wafps and hor- 
nets break through . But in oratory the great- 
eft art is to hide art t 

Ariis efi celan Artm* 

But this may be the work of time, we muft 
Jay hold on opportunities, and let ^ip no oc- 
cafion, elfe we (hall be forced to weave FnU' 
lope*s web, unravel in the night what we fpua 
in the day. And thertfore I have obfcrved, 
that time is painted with a lock before, and 
bald behind, fignifying thereby, that we mu(( 
take time (as we ray> by the forelock, for, 
when it is once paft, there is no recalling it. 

The mind of man is at firft (if you will 

J»ardon the expreflion) like a tabula rafa^ or 
ike waX| which, while it is Mt, is capable 

gf 
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(^f any impt^iTlon, till time has harJenetf tu 
Aud at leij|th death, that gnm tyraiii, iioji* 
us in the mldft of our career. The greatcft 
conquerors have at laft been conquered by 
deadly which ipares none, from the iceptre to 
the fjpade: 

Mors omnibus communis. 

All rivers go to the fea, but »onc return 
from it. Xerxes wept when he beheld his ar- 
my, to confider that in lefs than an hundred 
years they would be all dead. Anacreon was 
choalced with a grape-ftone ; and violent joy 
lulls aswdl as violent eiief. There is no- 
thing in this world conltanty but inconftan- 
cy : yet Plato thought, that, if virtue would 
-appear to the world in her own native drefs, 
all men would be inamoured with her. But 
DOW, fince intereft governs the world, and 
men negleft the golden mean^ Jupiter him* 
felf, if he came on the earth, would be de- 
fpifed, unlefs it were, as he did to Danaey in 
a golden fliower : for men now-a-days woi;- 
ihip the rifihg fun, and not the fetting. 

Donee erisfelix vmltos mmerabis amscos^ 

Thus have I, in obedience to your com- 
mands, ventured to expofe myfslf to cenfnre 
in this critical age. Whether I have done 
right to my fubjea, muft be left to the judg- 
ment of the learned : however, I cannot but 
hope, that my attempting of it may be an en- 
couragement for fome able peri to perform i^ 
with more Aiccefs. 



PREDICTIONS 

FOR, 

The Y E A R 1708. 

Wherein the month and day of the month 
are fct down, the perfons named, and the 
great a6lions and events of next year |>ar- 
ticularly related^ as they will come to pafs. 

Written to prevent the people of England from 
being farther impofed on by vulgar almanack* 
makers* 

By ISAAC BICKERSTAFF, Eiq; 

1HAVE lonjg coniidered the grofs abuft 
of aftrology m this kingdom, and, upon 
debating" the matter with myfelf, I could not 
poiTibly lay the fault upon the art, but upon 
thofe grofs iropoftors, who fet up to be the 
artifts. I know feveral learned men have con- 
tended, that the whole is a cheat ; that it is 
abfurd .and ridiculous to imagine the ftars 
can have any influence at all upon human ac- 
tions, thoughts, or inclinations $ and who- 
ever hath not bent his ihi'dies that way, may 
be excufed for thinking fo^ when he fees in 
how wretched a ntanner that noble art is treat- 
ed by a few mean illiterate traders between 
us and the (lars; who import a yearly (lock 
of nonfenfe, lyes, folly, »id impertinence. 
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\flitch they offer to the world as genuine (lom 
thf pLsnetSi though th^yde fecund from no grcjU 
er 3 hei§:ht thin their own brains. 

1 iJitend in n ihon cime to pubLLlh a large 
and rati on ar defence of this art, and tberefoie 
Akall fay no more in its juflificatiDn at pre* 
isiitf than thai it hath in all aze&l>eeA defend -» 
cd by many kerned mtni and amnng the reft 
by^^(i£Y-A/#/ himlelf, whom I Ipok upon as un- 
doubtedly the wife£l of uninfpired mortaU i 
to which if we add , that thofe who have con- 
demned ihtK art, tho^ other wife learned ^ hair-, 
ing been fqch u& cither did mtt apply their ftu-* 
dir» this wUy, or at leatt did tat (ueceed in 
tlictr apiftUcaEiohs ; their teftimony will not be 
of mveh weight to Us difadvantage» iince 
they wre liabk t& the coTninon obje£tton of 
condemning what they did not underftarid. 

Nor am I.at ail offbnded, or do 1 thhk it 
an injurjr to the art, when I fee the common 
dealers in it, the ftudsnts in afir^Ugj^ the tbU 
hmathff'taad the reft of that tribe, treated by 
wile men with the utmoft icorn and contempt ;• 
but I rather w<mder when I obfenre the gen- 
tlemen io the tountry» rida:. enough to ierve 
the nation in parliament, poring in Partrulge'% 
almanack to iind out the events of the year 
at home siikI abroad ; not daring topropoie a 
himting-match, till Gadbuty or be mvic fixed 
tbc weather* 

I will allow either of the two I have men* 
tioned, or any other of the fi-atemity, to be 
not only ^bologers, but conjurers too, if I 
do not fji-oduce a hundred inftances in all their 



too ♦PREDICTIONS for 

2lnianacks to convince anj reafonable maiit 
chat they do not (6 much as und«rftand com- 
mon grammar and iyntax that they are not 
able to fpeil any word otiC of the uuial road, 
nor even in their prefaces to write comrtion 
ien(e or intelligible en^ifo* Tlien, for their 
obfervations and predi^liofas, tney are (bch as 
will equally fuit any age or country in. the 
world. This month a certain great ferfin nm& 
he threatened with death orfiatmft . This the 
news-papers will tell themi for there we find 
at the end of the year, that no month pafe 
without the death of fome perfoB* of not^s 
and it «x>ukl be hard, if it mould be other- 
wife, when there are at leaft two choufimd 
perfons of note in this kingdoni, many of 
them old, and the almanack-maker has the 
liberty of chufmg the ficklieft feafon of the 
year, where he may fix his prediftion. Agaii^ 
tins monih an eminent clergyman nuitt be fre^ 
ferred\ of virliich there may be 'fome hun- 
areds, half of them with one foot in the 
grave. Then, fiuh a flanet in faeh a hfufe 
Jhenvs great machtnations, phtt and cvn/ptr^" 
cies, that may in time he brought to light : af- 
ter which, if we hear of any difcovery» the 
aftrologer gets the honour ; if not, his pre- 
diaion ftifi ftands good: And at laft, God 
prefer*ve ib*D]^ William fr<im ail his <ipem and 
fecret enemies, amen. When if the kn^ 
fhould happen to have died, tht aftrolog^ 
plainly foretold it ; otherwife it paffeth iof 
the pious ejaculation of a loyal falneft } thb* 
it unluckily happened, in ibme of tneif alma- 
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DsdtSf that pcHDr king WiUiam ^^t pt^yml for- 
uitny nwmhi after ht was tfe*<d, hec^aule it 
fdl ffiit, tliat he died about the h^gmmng of 
the year. 

To mention no more of their impcrtinenc 
^redi^ions, what have we to do with their 
aKtvcrtiiements about ^///j oW drink for the ve^ 
nereai difkaft? or their mutual xjuarrels in 
▼erie and profe of ^uubig and t^ry^ wherewith 
the ihurs have little to do ? 

Having long obferved and lamented thefc* 
and a hundred other abufes of this art too te- 
dious to re)>eaty I refolved to proceed in a new 
way, which I deubt not will be to the gene- 
ral iatisfa^ion of the kingdom : I can this 
year produce but a fpecimen of what I defign 
tor the future $ having employed moft part of 
my time in adjusting and correcting the cal- 
culations I made fome years paft, becaufe I 
would oiier nothing to the world, of which 
I am not as fullv ^tisiied, as that I am now 
alive. For thefe two laft years I have not 
faileti in above one or two paiticulars, and 
thole of no very great moment. I exactly 
foretold the m. {carriage at Tculofi, with all 
its particulais^ and the lofs of admiral Sk&vel, 
though I was miftaken as to the day, placing 
that accident about thirty- fix hours fooner 
than it happened j but, upon reviewing my 
Jchemes, I quickly found the caufe of that 
error. I likewife foretold the battle of AU 
mhnza to the very day and hour, with the 
lofs on both fides, and the confequences there- 
of. All which I (hewed to Ibmc friends many 
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months before they happened, 
them papers fealed up, to open 
after which they were at liberty 
and there they found my pred 
every article, except one or ttv 
. As for the few following pr 
offer the world, I forebore to 
till I had penifed the feveral 
the 3rear we are now entering v 
them all in the ufual ftrain, 
jfeader will compare their man 
and here I make bold to tell ( 
I lay the whole credit of m] 
truth of thefe predi^ons | and 
tent, that Partridge^ and the r 
may hoot me for a cheat and 
fail in any fmgle particular of n 
Jieve, any ofian who read^ tl 
Jook upon me to be at leaft i 
much honefty and underftandi: 
mon maker of almanacks. I 
the dark ; I am not wholly ui 
wvrld ; I have fet my name at 
a mark of infamy to mankind 
find I deceive them. 

In one point I muft defire t 
that I talk more fparingly of he 
it would be imprudence to difci 
ftate, fo it might be dangerous 
but in fmaller matters, and ft 
of public confequence, I fhall 
and the truth of my conje6lure 
appear from thefci as the othei 
imoft iignal events abroad ia Fn 
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'y and Spain f I ihall make no fcniple to 
i&. them in plain terms : fome of them 
>f importance, and I hope I (hall feldom 
ake the day they (hall happen j thertfore» 
ink good to inform the reader, that I all 
r make ufe of the oldfljle obferved in 
€Uid^ which I deiire he will compare with 
of the news-papers, at the time they re- 
the anions I mention, 
muft add one word more s I know it hatk 
the opinion of fcTeral learned peribns, 
think well enough of the true art of af- 
»gy, that the ftars do only incltnt^ and 
force the actions or wills of men : and 
;fore, however I may proceed by right 
(y yet I cannot in prudence fo conndently 
e the events will follow exadly is I pre- 
them. 

hope I have maturely confidered this ob- 
>n, which in fome cafes is of no little 
ht. For example : a man may, by the 
ence of an over-ruling planet, be difpo- 
r inclined to luft, rage, or avarice, and 
y the force of reafon overoome that evil 
ence ; and this was the caCb of Socrates * : 

but, 

k phyfiogDomift, being brought by Socratu*t 
jt to examine the features of their iMfler, pio- 
«d him, according to the rules of art, pafltbnate,. 
peratCy and libidinous } and, when be was re- 
led and derided by them for a judgment fo re- 
from the truth, Saerates refcued him from their 
by declaring, that his natoril difpofition was 
II had been defcribed, bcforf it was cet(t4le4 
: ^udy of phiiofophy. 
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but, the gmt events of the world uftu 
pending upon numbers of men, it' ea: 
expeft^^they ihould til unite to cro 
inclinattonsy for purfuine a general 
wherein they ananimoufly agree, 
the influence of the ftars reaches to m 
tions and events, which are not any 
the power of rea(bn ; as (ickneft, dea 
what we commonly call accidents^ 'wii 
more needlefs to repeat. 

But now it is time to proceed to my 
tions, which I have begun to calcula 
the time that theyiw enters into Arses 
this I tak:e to be properly the begir 
the natural year. I purfue them to 1 
that he enters Librae or fomewhat mon 
is the bufy period of the year. The 
der I have not yet adjufted, upon ace 
feveral impediments needlefs here to re 
befides, I muft remind the reader aga 
this is but a fpecimen of what I defigr 
ceeding years to trejat more at large, i 
have liberty and encouragement. 

My firft predi^ion is but a trifl 
will mention it to fliew how ignora 
fotti(h pretenders to aftrology are in t) 
concerns: it relates to Partridse th 
nack- maker } I have confulted tne fts 
nativity by my own rules, and find 
infallioly die upon the s9th of Mar 
about eleven at night, of a ragim 
therefore I advife him to cosJider of 
. fettle his affairs in time. 
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The month of AprU will be obicrvable for 
the death of many great perfons. On the 
4lh will die cardinal de Noaliis, archbifhop 
of Paris: on the izth the youn^ prince of 
4fiuriai, fon to the duke of Amou: on the 
14th a great peer of this reahn wul die at his 
country- houfe : on the 19th an old Ur^man 
of great fame for learning ; and on the »3d 
an eminent goldfmith in lambard-JIreet. I 
could mention others, both at home and a^ 
broad, if I. did not confider fnch events of ve- 
ry little ufe or inftruflion to the reacfer, or to 
the. world. 

As to public affairs : on the 7th of this 
month there will be an infurredlion in -d^u* 
fbmit occafioned by the ^pprefliont of the 
-people, which will not be quieted in fome . 
months. 

On the 15th will be a violent ftorm on the 
ibuth-eaft coait of France^ which will deftroy 
many of their ihips, and fome in the very 
harm>ur. 

The 19th will be famous for the revolt of 
a whole province or kingdom,, except one city, 
by which the affairs of a ceitain prince in tne 
alliance will take a better face. 

May^ againft common conjectures, will be 
no ver^ bufy month in Europe^ but very fig-r 
nal for the death of the Daupbin^ which will 
happen on tho 7th, after a (hort fit of ficknefs, 
and grievous torments with the ftrangury. 
He dies lefs lamented by the court than the 
kingdom. . 
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On the 9th a marefcM oi Trance will bmir 

his leg by a fall from his horie. . I have not 

been able to difcover whether he will then die 

or not* 
On the 1 tth will b»in a moft important 

fiege, which the eyes of all Europe will be up^ 

on t I cannot be more paiticular : for in re 

lating' affairs^ that fo nearly concern the cm*' 
fidermfeSf and confequentlv this kingdom, I 

am forced to confine myfelf, for fevend rea* 

fens veij^ obrious to the nader. 

On th(i X5th news will am'ire of a vnyfif* 
fri/mg evemtf than which nothing could be 

more untetpciSted. 

Ota ^e t^th three noble ladies of thxi 
Jun^dom willy againft ail cxpe^lation^ provt 

with ehild^ to the great joy of their huf*- 
bands. • ''» 

On the t jd a famous bliffbon of the play- 
houfe will die a ridiculous death foiubie tot 
his vocation^ 

Jwie. This month will be diftinguifh)si at 
hotot^ by the utter difperiing of thofe ridicu- 
lous deluded enthufiafts, commonly called tht 
pi'apheti ; eccafioned chiefly by feeing the time 
come, when many of their prophecies flioUld 
be fulfitiedy and then finding themiclves de- 
ceived by contrary events. It is indeed to 
be admired, how any deceiver can be fo weak 
to foretel things near at hand, when a few 
months mufl of neceility difcover the impof- 
ture to all the world } m this point lefs pru- 
dent than common almanack- makers, wha 
%|C fo wife to vvander in generals, and talk 

d'tJUvQuflyk 
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4ttbidufly, and leave to the reader the bufi* 
n^fs of interpreting. 

On the I ft of thU month a firn^b general 
will be killed by a random (hot of a cannon* 
bdll. 

On the 6th a fire will break out in the fub* 
iirbs of Parist which will deftroy above « 
thoufand houses, and feems to be the fore« 
b^ng of what will happen to the forprife 
•f all Eufpi^ about the end of the following 
month. 

. On the loth a great battle will be fought^ 
which will begin at four of the clock in th« 
afternoon ; and laft till nine at night with 
mat obftinacyj but no very dccifivf event. 
I fiall not name the place fo4- the reafons a* 
forcfaid i| but the commaadera on each Idt 
wifig will be kilUd.^I iee boniiret, «nd bear 
the aoile of guns for a vi6iory* 

On the 14th there will be a UMk nrport of 
the fr€ncb king> death. 

On the aotK cardinal FsrtQctaruro will dif 
a dy(entery» with |;reat fufpicion qi f^^ 

m \ but the rqport of his intention ,ta reff^Jt 
to king Cbarks will prove falle. 

Jufy^ Tfk iSth of this month a €irtamg§^ 
tt^ai willf by a glorious a£Uon, recover the 
r^utation he loft by former misfortunes. , 

On the 1 2th a great commander will die a 
prifoner in the liands of his eaenuei(» 
. Oh the 14th a (hameful diicove^ will bo 
iMde of a ftwcb jefuity giving potfon to a 
gnrat foreign general ; and, when he it put t^ 
N a the 
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the torture, he will make wond^ul di(ctve<« 
ries. 
! In Ihort this will prove a month of great 

4 a^^ion, if I might have liberty to relate the 

I particulars. 

i • At home, the death of an eld famous fe* 

I nator will happen on the if^that his country- 

i| houfe, wpm with ag^e and difeafet. 

^ But that which will make this month me«- 

I morableto all pofterity, is the death of the 

! frtncb king, Lewis the fourteenth, after a 

• week*s ficknefi at MarK^ which will happen 

on the S9th9 about fix o'clock in the evening* 
I It feems to be an eflFeft of the -govt in his fto- 

mach, followed by a flux. • And in three 
I days after mmifieur Chmmttard will follow hia 

Jl mafter, dying fuddenly of an apoplmcy,- 

I '■ In this month likewife an imbaffador wilt 

die in London ; but I cannot aifign the day, 

At^. The affairs o£ France will feem'to 
fuflfer nor change for a while under the dukcf 
of Bwr^mdft adminiftratidn ; but the genius 
that animated the whole maehine being gone^ 
will be the caufe of* mighty turns and revo* 
lutions in the following year. The new king 
makes ^et little change either in the army or 
the miniftry i but the libels againft his grand* 
father, that fly about his very court, give him 
uneafinefs. 

I .fee an exprefs in mighty hafte, with jor 
and woilder in his looks, arriving by break 
^f dav on the a6th of this month,' having 
travelled in three days a prodigious jouiney 

by 
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\j land ind ica. In t^ evening I h<«r bei: 
and SttJQS^ and fee the blaxing of a ihwiiiMi 
bonnret. 

A young admiral of noble birth does like 
^ife this month gain immbital honour by 
great atchievement. 

The affairs of P§Uuul are this month in 
tirely fettled t Jh^ifm refigns his ^rtteaiions 
v^ich he had again taken up for lorae time 
Stmufimu is peaceably pofleflcd of the thiwie 
and the king of Smmdn declares for the on 
pcror* 

J cannot omit one particular aociijent t 
bome % that near the end of this month muc 
■lifchief will be done at Bartboiomiw fair, b 
the fall of a booth. 

Sifi^ffkir. This month beeins with a ver 
fiirpriiing fit of frofty weather^ which wl 
laft near twelve 'days. 

The pope, having long languiihed la 
month, the (welling in his Tegs breaking, an 
ihe flefli mortifying, will die on the i ith in 
Atnt t \nA in three weeks time, after « migh 
pjf conteft, be fucceeded by a cardinal of th 
impirial l^ion, but a nauve of Tif/cm^f wh 
is now about fixty years old. 

The Frmch army a&s now wholly on tii 
defeiifive, ftrongly fortified in their trenches 
and the younjg; frfncb king fends ovcrtun 
for a treaty ofpeace by the duke of NhaUma 
which, becaufe it is a matter of ftate that con 
earns us bete at home, I ihall fpak no far 
therof^ 

N 3 I (hal 
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I fhall add but one prtdiflion more^ and 
that in UByftical tenn$f which Diaii be ijidiid« 
cd in a verfe out of yirgU f 

Atiir mi Jam Tipbjs, et altera gust vetat 

Argo 
DeleBos Hcroas. 

Upon the 15th day of this month, the fbU 
filling of this predi^ion will be manifeft to 
every body. ^ 

This is the fartheft I have proceeded in my 
calculations for the prefent vear. I do not 
pretend, that thefe are ail the great events, 
which will happen in this period, but that 
thofe I l^ve fet down will infalliblv come to 
pafs. It will perhaps be ftill obicacd, why 
1 have not fpoke more particularly of affiiirt 
at home, or of the fuccefs of' our armies a- 
broad, which I might, and conld very lai^-* 
ly haye done ; but thofe in power have wifely 
difcouraged men from meddling in public 
concerns, and I was refolved by no means to 
give the leaft offence. This I will venturo 
to fay, that it will be a glorious campaign 
for the iiUieSy wherein the tngH/b forces, both 
by fea and land, will have their fall ftiare of 
honour x that her majefly queen ANHE will 
continue in health and profperity : and that 
no ill accident will arrive to any m the chief . 
miniflry. 

As to the particular events I have mentU 
oned, the readers may judge by the ftilfiUing 
of them, whether J am on the level with coi»\ 
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iBon.aftrolog*rs} who^ with an old payltry 

canty and a few pothooks for planets, to a-' 

mufe the vulgar, have, in mv opinion, too 

long been funered to abuTe the world : but 

an honeft phyfician ought not to be defiled, 

becaufe there are fuch things as mountebanks. 

I hope I have fome (hare t>f reputation, which 

I would not willingly forfeit for a frolic or 

humour: and J believe no gentleman^ wlf6 

reads this paper, will look upon it to be of 

the fame caft or mould with the comraoni 

fcribblers that are every day hawked about* 

My fortune hath placed me above the little 

regard of .writing for a few pence, which t 

neither value or want : therefore let not wife 

tnen too haftily condemn this efTay, intended 

for a good dengn> to cultivate and improve 

an ancient art^ long in dif^ce by having fal« 

len into mean and unskilful handsi A little 

time Diall determine whether I have deceived 

others or myfelf : and I think it is no verv 

unreafonable requeft> that men would pleaie 

to fufpend their Judgments till then. I was 

once of the-opinion with thofe, who defpife 

all predi^o0S from the ftars^ till, the year 

1686, a man of quality (hewed me writtea 

in his alhtm *$ that the moft learned' aftro-. 

nomer, captaiB HaUeyl aflured him, he would 

never 

* jOium, is the name of a paper, book, ia which 
It was ofual for a man*t frieodi to write down • fen* 
tance with their aamei, to keep them in his remem-' 
Vranee j it is ftiU conuaoft in foae sf tfajs foreign ani« 
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never believe aay tlmg cf tiie flm iv^tBvw^, 
if there wtn dm a grttt revolntiffi in Mag- 
Imtd in the yeir i6SS. Since that time I be- 
gan to h^ve other tfaopghtsy and, after dgh* 
teen jeart diligent ftody and applicatioii, I 
think I have bo realbo to lepent of my pains. 
I (hall detais ^ leader no longer, than to 
let him Jmow that the aocoont I de^n to 
giVe of next year's events, Audi take ra die 
principal affairs that happen in Bwr§f€\ wodp 
if I be denied tha liberty of ofeing h to m^ 
own country, I ihall appeal to the lemned 
vorid, by publiihing it in LtUm^ and gif ins 
•rdar to ^ve it printed in BJUmdm 
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THE 

ACCOMPLISHMENT 

or the f irft of 

Mr. Bickerfiajps Prcdiaions; 

BBING AN 

ACCOUNT 

Of the Death of 

Mr* ParfriJge, the ALMANAClc-MAKfiRi 

Upon the T^ih Inftant, 

In a Letter to a Perfon of Honour. 

Written in the Year 170S. 

My Lord» 

IN obedience to jautmrdfhip*^ cbmnaixids^ 
at well as to ^tisfy mf own cariofityy I 
have Tome days paft inquired conftantly after 
Partru^g the almanack-makert of whom it 
was foretold in Mr* Bickerjii^^% predif^iont, 
publiihed about a month ago, that he (hould 
die the «9th inftaUt about eleven at ntgfas 
of a raging fever. I had fome fort of know- 
^ Jcdge of him> when I was employed in tibe 
^ revcnut^ becaufe he ufed evtr^ ^|^ax ^ 
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fent me with his almanack, as he did other 
gcntlemeiii vpon the icore of fome little gra- 
tuity we ga,ve him. I faw him accidemally 
once or twice about ten days before he died, 
and obferved he beean very mqch too droop 
and languiih, though, I hear, his friends did 
not feem to apprehend him in any danger. 
About two or three days ago he grew ill, was 
confined firft to his chamber, and in a few 
hours after to his bed, where * Dr. ^Cafi and 
Mrs. KirUus were font for to viiit, an^l to 
prefcribe to him. Upon this intelligence I 
Knt thric^ every day one fervant or other to 
inquire after bis health j and, yefterday about 
four in the afternoon, word was brought meg 
that he was paft hopes : upon which I pre- 
vailed with mvfelf to go and fee him, partly 
out of commiieration, and, I confeis, partlv 
, out of curiofity. He knew me « -y well, 
feemed furprifed at my condefcenfion, and 
made me compliments upon it, as well as ha 
could in the condition he was. Tl^e people 
about him faid, he had been for fome time 
delirious \ but, when I faw him, he had his 
vnderftanding as wdl as ever I kntw, gq4 
fpoke ftrong and hearty, without any leemiitr 
uneafineis or conftraint. After I kad tola 
him how forry I was to fee him in thoib mCf 
lancholy circumftances, and fald ibsM otker 
ctYilities, fuitable to the occafioa^ I defired 
kim to tell me freely and ingenuoufljr wkt« 
ther the prediaions Mr;£frltfi^!i{^had.pub- 

l&fld 

• Turp faqiotti quacks i^ ^V ^^ 
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liAied relating to his death, had not too much 
aft<£led and worked on his imagination. He 
tonfeiTedy he had often had it in his head, 
but never with much apprebenfiany till about 
a fortnight before ; fince which time it had 
the perpetual polTeflion of his mind and 
thoughts, and he did verily believe was th« 
true natural cauie of hit prefent diftempen 
foj*, faid he, I am thoroughly perfuaded, and 
I think I have very good reafons^ that Mn ,« 
Biciet^i^ 'fpokc altogether by guels, and' 
knew no more what will happen this year» 
than i did myfelf. I told hms his difcourio 
ftrprifed me { and I would be glad> he wer« 
in a ftate of health to be Mt to tell me, what 
toealbii he had to be convince of Mr. Bicker'^ 
JfiSir^ ignorance. He replied, I am a poor 
ignorant fellow, bred to a mean trade, yet ( 
&vt fenfe enough to know, that all pretences 
of foretellirg by aftrology are deceits, for 
this manifeft reafoa, becaufe the wife and 
learned, who can ,only judge whether there 
be any truth in this fcienoe, do all uaanimoudy 
agree to laugh, and defpife it ; and none but 
the poor ignorant vulgar give it any credit^ 
and that only upon the word ef fuch poor 
(illy wretches as I and my fellows, who can 
iianlly write or read, t then aiked him, why 
he had not calculated his own nativity, 10 wn 
whether it agreed with Mr. Bickerfl^^s pre* 
diftion ? at which he ihook his head, and fasd» 
ohl fir, this is no time forjeftiag, but for 
repenting thoft fooleries, as I do n^w fron 
the very bottom of my heart. My what I ca^ 
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g tther from you, uid I, the obfcfvations and 
p 'editions you printed with your almanacks, 
were mere impontions on the people. He re- 

{»lied, if it were othervi-ifc, I ihould have the 
cfs to anfwer for. We have a common form 
for all thofe things ; as to foretelling the wea- 
ther, we never meddle with that, but leave it 
to the printert who takes it out of any old 
a-manack, as he thinks fit j the reft was my 
own invention to make my almanack fell) 
having a wife to maintain, and no other way 
to get my bread ; for mendin? old (hoes is a 
poor livelihood and (added ne, fighins) I 
wifh I may not have done more miichief by 
my phyiic than b^ my aftrology ; thoueh I 
had fomc good receipts from my gran£no« 
ther, and my own compoiitions were fucht. 
as I thought could at leaft do no hurt, 

I had ibme other difcourfe with him, which 
now I cannot call to mind ; and I fear I have 
already tired your lordfhip. I (hall only add 
one circumftance, that on his death-bed he 
declai-ed himfelf a nonconformift, and had 
a fanatic preacher to be his fpiritual guide. 
After half on hour's convcrfation I took my 
leave, being almoft ft i fled by the clofenefs of 
the room. I imagined he could not hold out 
long, and therefore withdrew to a little cof- 
fee- hpufc hard by, having a (en-ant in the 
houfe with orders to come immediately, and 
tell me, as near as he could, the minute when 
Fartriifge Ihould expire, which was not above 
two hours after; when, looking upon my 
^atch, I found it to be above five minutes 

after 
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after fcrcn 5 by which it is clear that Mr. 
Bickerflaff was miftaken almoft four hours in 
his calculation. In the other circumllances 
he was exa6t enough. But whether he hath 
not been the caufe of this poor man's death, 
as well as the predi^lor, may be very reafon- 
ably difputed* However it muft be confefT- 
ed, the matter is odd enough, whether we 
flisill endeavour to account for it by chance^ 
or the effect of imagination : for my own 
party though I believe no man hath lefs faith 
in thefe matters, yet I (hall wait with fome 
impatience, and not without fome expe6lati- 
on, the fulfilling of Mr. Bickerftaff^s fecond 
prediftion, that the cardinal de Noailles is to 
die upon the fourth of April, 'znd, if that 
Ihould be verified as exactly as this of poor 
Partridge, I muft own I fhould be wholly 
(brprifed, and at a lofs, and fhould infallibly 
expeft the accompliihment of all the refl. 



Tbii 



Ikis piece being on the fami rab^eft, and i 
rare, nve have thought fit to adii it^ tbi 
not written by the Ume hand. 

N. B. In the DubU* edition it is faid tc 
written by the late N» Rowe, Efq) wl 
is a miftake : for the reverend Dr. Tal 
preacher of BridenucU^ Mr. Partridge*^ \ 
neighbour, drew it up for him. 

'Squire BICKERSTJFF Dctca 

O R, T H E 

Aftrological IMPOSTOR Coaviaed 

B y 

JOHN PARTRIDG 

Student in Phylic and AArology* 

IT is hard, my dear countrymen of tl 
united nations, it is very hard, tha 
Briton bom, a proteftant albologer, a c 
of revolution principles, an afferter of the 
berty and propeity of the people, ihouki 
out in vain for juftice againft a Frencbman 
papift, and an illiterate pretendg: to fciei 
that would blaft my reputation, moft in 
manly bury me alivc^ and defraud my nat 
country oi thofe fcrviccs, which, in my d 
ble capacity, I daily offer the public* 
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What great provocations I have received, 
let the impartial reader judge, and how un-» 
willing]]r> even in tny^own defence, I now en. 
ter the lifts againft falfehood, ignorance, and 
envy : but I am exafperated, at leneth, to 
drag out this Caciu * xrom the den otobfcu- 
rity whdre he lurlcs, dete£i him by the light of 
thoie ftars he has fo impudently traduced, and 
ftew there is not a monfter in the dues lb per. 
aicious and malevolent to mankind, asanig* 
Borant pretender to phyfic and aftrology. I 
ihall not dire£Uy fall on the many grofs er* 
fors, nor expofe the notorious abfurdities of 
this proftituted libeller, till I have let the 
learned world fairly into the controverfy de- 
sending, and then leave the unprejudiced to 
pidge of the merits and juftice of ray caufe. 

It was towards the conclufion of the year 
B707, when an impudent pamphlet crept into 
the worlds intitled, predtSionSf &c. by Ifaac 
BickerftaiF, i?/5fi— Amongft the many arro- 
gant ailiertions laid down by that lying fpirit 
of divination, he was pleafed to pitch on the 
cardinal de NoaiUes and myfelf, among many 
ckther eminent and illuftrious perfons, that 
were to die within the compafs of the enfuing 
^ear ; and peremptorily fixes the month, day^ 
and hour' of our deaths : this, I think, is 
Iporung with great men, and public fpirits, 
to the fcandal of religionj and reproach of 
power $ and if fovereign pnnces and aftrolo* 
gers muft make diveriion for the vulgar—-^ 
O % wh|^ 

'ilt&iief/eitedio&canmV^ Hcrculn% _ 
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whv then farewel, fay I, to all TOverament 
ecciefiiftical and civil. But, I thank my be 
ter ftars, I am alive to confront this falfe an 
andacious predictor, and to make him rue tl 
hour he erer affronted a man of (cience an 
refcntmcnt. The cardinal may take whs 
meafures he pleafes with him ; as his exce 
lency is a foreigner^ aod a papift, he has n 
reafon to rely upon me for his juftification ; 
fliall only afiure the world he is alive — — bi 
as he was bred to letters, and is mafter of 
pen, let him ufe it in his own defence. I 
the mean time I ihall prefent the public wit 
a faithful narrative of the ungenerous treai 
ment and hard ufage I have received {rom th 
virulent papers and malicious praflices of thi 
pretended aftrologer. 

A true and impartial account of the proceeding 
^IfaacBickerftaffy efq; agcdiffime* 

. ^ The 28th of Marcbf anno Dom. 170S, be 
ing the night this (ham-prophet had fo impu 
dently fixed for my lad, which made littl 
impreffion on myfelf $ but I cannot anfwe 
for my whole family 5 for my wife, with i 
concern more than ufual, prevailed on met 
take fomewhat to fweat for a cold } and, be 
tween the hours of eight and nine, to go t< 
bed s the maid, as (he was warming my'bcd 
with a curioftty natural to young wendieft 
runs to the window, and afks of one paffinj 
the ftrcet, who the bell tolled for ? Pr. Par 
fru/ge, fays he, the i%nio\x% ^imanac-maker 
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ymho died fnddenly this eveninflr : the poor 
girl provoked told him, he lyed like arafcal ; 
the other very fedately replied, the fexton had 
ib inforjned him, and, if falfe, he was to 
blame for impofmg upon a ftranger. She 
aiked a fecond, and a third, as they pafTed^ 
and every one was in the fame tone. Now, I 
do not fay thefe are accomplices to a certain 
aftrologiral ^fquire, and that one Bickerjiaff 
mieht be faunlrtng thereabouts ; becaufe I 
will aflert nothing here, but what I dare at* 
left, for plain matter of fa£(. My wife at 
this fell mto a violent diforder $ and I mud* 
own I was a little difcompofed at the oddnefs 
cf the accident. In the mean time one knocks 
at my door; Bitty runs down, and, opening, 
£nds a fober grave perfon, who modeftly in- 
quires, if this was Dr. Partridge's ? (he tak- 
ing him for fome cautious city-patient, that 
came at that time for privacy, ihews him into 
the dining-room. As foon as I could com- 
pofe mvlelf, I went to him, and was furpriled 
to find my gentleman mounted on a table 
with a two- foot rule in his hand, meafuring 
my walls, and taking the dimeniions of the 
room. Pray, fir, fays I, not to interrupt 
y«u^ have you any bufinefs with me ? only. 
Sir, replies be, oi*der the girl to bring me a 
better light, for this is but a very dim one. 
Sir, lays I, my name is Partrid^i : oh ! the 
doAor's brother, belike, cries he; the ftair- 
cafe, I believe, and thefe two apartmenta 
hung in cloie moumijag, will be fi^ffioentb 
and only a iSxip of baysrpund the otheccooj^ 



W8« diMbaided from the blood't&nk. 
that I afliitned a great air of autnorit 
demanded who employed him, or ii 
came there? Why, I was lent, fir, 1 
company of undertakers, l^ys 1^, an 
were employed by the hdneft gentleraai 
it executor to the good dodor Atj 
and €«ir raically porter, I believe, u 
fall afleen with the Made dcNih and r< 
M-heliaalieenhere, andwemighthaA 
ttdun^ up by this timis. Sir, favt 1 
be adviM by alHend, ^llnd ihake me 
ycvit fyted out of my dodfsV for I hf 
'wile*t toice^ Twhtch, Vy £he*by, ii 
It^fltaMe)" aind it that corn^ of the 
Aaiiat 9'fiOdd cud^i, whidi fbni^KM 
l^t before liow ; if thatl^t ih her 
thdtelulofrthe b|ifiii«ft you conk 
iHtfamtt eoBlultin^ the'fiiAt, t tiui 
joa it "wfli be eiuji^oj^ 'fitf'¥iaA 
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he that put^ things and things fairly together^ 
^ill not be much wide of the mark. 

Well, once more I got my doors clofcd, 
and prepared foi* bed, in hopes of a little re* 
pofe after fo many ruffling adventures ; jult 
as I was putting out my light in order to it, 
aaother bounces as hard as he can knock ; I 
open the window, and afk who is there, and 
what he wants? I am ^cJ ihx: fexicfty replies 
he, and come to know whether the doftor 
left any orders for a funeral feimon, and 
where he is to be laid, and whether his grave 
is to be plain or bricked ! Why, firrah, l'ay«« 
I, you know me well enough 5 you know I 
am not dead, and how dare you affront me 
after this manner ? Alack-a-day, fir, replies 
the fellow, why it is in print, and the whf^le 
town knows you are dead 9 why there is Mr. 
IKbite the joiner is but fitting icrews to your 
coffin, he will be here with it in an inftant : 
he was afraid you would have wanted it be- 
fore this time. Sirrah, fnrah, fays I, you 
ihall know to-morrow to your coft, that I 
am alive, and alive like to be. Why, it is 
ftrange, fir, fays he, you fliould make fiich 
m fecret of your death to us that are your 
neighbours ) it looks as if you had a defi^n 
to defraud the church of its dues $ and let 
me tell you, for one that has lived fo long by 
the heavens, that is unhandfomely done. 
Hift, hift, fays another rogue that ftood by 
him; away» do£lor, into your flannel star 
M faft as you can, for here is a whole pack of 
diiinals comipg to you with their blfl» cqvU 
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page, and how indecent will it look for you 
to ftand fiightening folks at ^our window^ 
when you mould have been in your coffin 
this three hours ? In (horr, what with under- 
takers^ imbalmers, joiners, fextons, and 
your damned elegy- hawkers upon a late 
practitioner in phyfic and aftrology, I got 
not one wink of deep that night, nor fcarce 
a moment^s reft ever fmce. Now I doubt 
not, but this villainous Yquire has the im- 
pudence to afferty that thefe are intirely Gran- 
gers to him ; he, s;ood man, knows nothing 
of the matter, and honeft Ifaac Bickerftaff^ I 
warrant you, is more a man of honour, than 
to be an accomplice with a pack of rafcals, 
that walk the ftreets on nights, and difturb 
good people in their beds } but he is out, if 
he thinks the whole world is blind ; for there 
is one John Partridge can fmell a knave as 
far as Gr«^^^^,— although he lies in the 
moft exalted garret, and writes bimfelf Tquire : 
—but I will keep my temper, and proceed in 
the narration. 

I cpuld not ftir out of doors for the /fpace 
of three months after this, but prefently one 
comes up to me in the ftreet : Mr. PartriJget 
that coffin you was laft buried in I have not 
been )xt paid for : do£lor, cries another dog, 
how do you think ipeople can live by making 
of graves for nothing? next time you die, 
you may even toll out the bell yourfelf for 
Ifed. A third rogue tips me by the elbovt^, 
and wonders how I have the confcience to 
incak abroad without paying my funeral ex. 
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pcnctu LorcL fays one, I diu'ft have fwore 
that was hdheu Dr. Partric^ey my oI4 friend j 
but poor man, he is gone. I beg your par- 
don, fays another* you look fo like my old 
acquaintance, that 1 ufed to confult on fome 
private occafions ; but, alack, he is gone the 
wav of all fleih.-— Look, look, look, cries 
a tnird, after a competent fpace of ftaring at 
me, would hot one think our nei|hbour the 
almanac- maker was crept out of his grave to 
take the other peep at tne ftars in this world, 
and (hew how mucU he is improved in for- 
tune-telling by having taken a journey to the 
other ? 

May, the very reader of our parifh, a good, 
fbber, difcreet perfon, has fent two or three 
times for me to come and be buried decently, 
or lend him fufficient reafoh to.the contrary, 
or, if I have been interred in any other pa- 
ri Oi, to produce my certificate, as the an * 
requires. My |^oor wife is almoft run dif- 
tra^led with being called widow Partridgiy 
when (lie knows it is falTe ; and once a teim 
ihe is cited into the court to take out letters of 
adminiftration. But the greateft grievance 
is, a paultry quack, that takes up my calling 
juft under my nofe, and in his printed direc-r 
tions with ^ B. — fays, he lives in the hou(e 

O 5 Qi 

• The ftatute of 30 Car» IL for hunfing in wool« 
kn requires, that oath ihtll be made of the eooipii- 
ante with this a^ and a cext-fi^ate thereof Iod|eA 
with the minifter of. the pariih frlthia d||kt 4s|t ni> 
tninttrmtat. 
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of the late ingenious Mr. Jobn Partrl^i^ « 
eminent pricticioner in leather, P^yAc, tiA 
aftrology. 

Buty to (hew how far the wicked (pirit di 
envy, malice, and refentment can huny fome 
men, my namelefs old perfecutor had provid- 
ed me a monument at the ftone-cutter*t, and 
would have ere6led it in the pan(h>church; 
and this piece of notorious and expenfive vO- 
lainy had a6tually fucceeded, if I had not nfed 
my utmoft intereft with the veftrjr, where it 
was carried at 1 aft but by two voices, that I 
am alive. That ftratagem failing, out comes 
a long fable elegy, bedecked with nour-glafles, 
mattocks, fculls, fjpades, and ikeletons, witk 
an epitaph as confidently written to abufe me^ 
and mv profeflion; as if I had been under 
grouna thefe twenty years. 

And, after fucn barbarous treatment ai 
this, can the world blame me, when I alk, 
what is become of the freedom of an EngUJb^ 
man? and where is liberty and property, that 
my old gracious fritnd came over to aflcrt ? we 
have drove popery out of the nation, and feot 
llavery to foreign climes. The arts only re- 
main in bondage, when a man of confcience 
and character mall be openly infulted in the 
midft of the many nfeful fervices he is daily 
paying the public. Was it ever heard, even 
in Turkey or Aigiers^ that a ftate-aftrologer 
was bantered out of his life by an ifirnorant 
impoftor, or bawled out of the world by a 
pack of villainous deep-mouthed hawkers? 
though I print almanacs, and public adver- 
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ti/ements ; though I produce certificates under 
the minifters and chvrch- wardens hands I am 
alive, and atteft the fame on oath at quarter- 
fedions, out comes a full and true relation of 
the death and interment of John Partridge j 
truth is bore down» atteftations neglefled, the 
teftimony of fober perfons defpifed, and a 
man is looked upon by bis neighbours as if he 
had been feven yean dead, and is buried a« 
li\rc in tlie midli of his friends and acquaint- 
ance. 

Now can any man of common ien(e think 
it contiftent with the honour of my profeflion, 
and not much beneath the dignity of a philo- 
fopher, to ftand bawling before his own door? 
•-alive ! alive ho \ the famous Dr. Partridge! 
no counterfeit, but all alive !-~as if I had the 
twelve celeftial monfters of th« xodiac to fliew 
within, or was forced for a livelihood to turn 
retailer to May and Bartbolome^-w fairs. There- 
fore, if her majefty would but gracioufly be 
pleafed to think ahardfhip of this nature wor- 
thy her royal confideration, and the next par- 
liament) in their great wifdom, caft but an 
eye towards the deplorable cafe of their old 
philomatb, that annually bellows his poetical 
good wifties on them, I am fure there is one 
Ifaac Bickerflaffy efcj j would foon be trufTed up 
for his bloody predictions, and putting good 
fubje^s in terror of their lives : and that 
henceforward to murder a man by way of 
prophecy, and bury him in printed letters, 
either to a lord or commoner, (hall as leeally 
intitlc him to the prefent poffciTiouoCTjEKrK^' 
6 '•» 
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as if he robbed on the highwajr, or cut your 
throat in bed. 

t (hall dcmonftrate to the judicious, that 
Tranci and K^me are at the bottom of this 
horrid conrpinrcy againft me ; and that CaU 
prit afbrefaid is a popifli emiflary^ has paid hts 
vifits to St. Germainsp and is now in the mea.- 
fures of Lewis XIV. That, in attempting 
my reputation, there is a general ma£&cre of 
learning defigned in thefe realnis ; and thro* 
my (ides there is a wound given to all the pro- 
tenant almanac-makers in the univerfe. 

Fivat Rigma» 
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ISAAC BICKERSTAFF, Efqs 

AGAINST 

What 18 obje£(ed to him by Mr. Partridgt 
in his ahnanac for the pretent year 1 709. 

By the (kid ISAAC BICKERSTAFF, Efqi 

Written in the Year 1709. 

MR. Partridge \i9X\i been lately pleafed to 
treat me after a very rough manner, 
in that lubicb is calUd, his almanac for the 
prefent years Aich ufage is very undecent 
from orn gentleman to another ^ and doth not 
at all contribute to the difcovery of truth, 
which ought to be the great end in all dif- 
putes of the learned. To call a m?ji fool and 
nnilain, and impudent fellow ^ only for differ* 
ing from him in a point merely fpeculative, 
is, in my humble opinion, a very improper 
ilyle for a perfon of bis education. I appeal 
to the learned world, whether in my laft year> 
prediftions I gave him the leaft provocatioa 
for fuch unworthy treatment. Philofopheri 
have differed in aU ag«t i but ^ diicreatcft^ 
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among them have always differed as became 
philo£phers. ScuiriJity and paifiony in a 
controverfy among fcholars, is' juft fo much 
of nothing to the puxpof^ and, atbeft, a taicit 
confeflion of a weak cauie : my concern is not 
i'o much for my own reputation, as that of the 
fiptihUc of letters^ which Mr. Partridge hath 
endeavoured to wound through my fides. If 
men of public fpirit muft be fupercilioufly 
treated fof their ingenious attempts, how will 
true ufeful knowledge be ever advanced ? J 
wi(h Mr. Partridge knew the thoughts, which 
foreign uni'verfities have conceived of his un- 
generous proceedings with me ; but I am too 
tender of nis rcjputation to publifh them to the 
world. That Ipirit of envy and pride, which 
blafts fo many riiing geniuses in our nation, 
is yet unknown among frofeffbrs abroad : the 
neceflity of juftifying myfeif will excufe my 
vanity, when I tell the reader, that I have 
near a hundred honorary letters from fev^rai 
parts of Europe (fome as far as Mufcov^) in 
ipraife of mv performance. Beiides ieveral 
others, whicti, as I have been credibly in- 
formed, were opened in the poft-ofiice, and 
never &nt me. It is true the ittquifition in 
Portugal was * plesfed to burn my predi£lions^ 
and condemn the author and readers of them } 
but I hope, at the fame time, it will be confii^ 
dered, in how deplorable a ftate learning lies 
at ptefent in that kingdom : and, with the pro- 

foundeft 

^ Thh it fketf as the a,utHor was aiToraa by Sir 
JPaui Metbuen^ then ambaiSiudot \.ov\i«x^\^«Ti» 
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fbundeft venentioii for crvwned heads ^ I wi)l 
preiuroe to acid, that it a little concerned his 
wu^efly of Poriujial to interpofe his authority in 
behallT of zfiboTar and a gentleman^ the fuhje^t 
of a nation, with which he is now in fo ftrift 
an aUiance. But the other kingdoms and 
ftates of Ettrope have treated me with more 
candour and generofity. If I had leave to 
print the Latin letters tranfmitted to me from 
foreign parts, they would fill a volume, and 
be a full defence again ft all that Mr. Par^ 
triage, or his accomplices of the Portugal in- 
qttifition^ will be ever able to obje6V; who, by 
the way, are the only enemies my predictions 
have eVfer met with at home or abroad. Bi>t 
I hope I know better what is due to the ho- 
nour of a learned correjpondence in io tender 
a point. Yet fome of thofe illuftrious per- 
ions will perhaps excufe me for tranicribing 
a paffage or two in my vindication *. The 
moft learned monfieur Leibnits thus addreflfes 
to me his third letter : iUufinJ/imo Bickerflaffio 
tifirologidt mfiauratori, &c. Monfieur le CUrc, 
<|aoting n^ predictions in a treatife he pub* 
lifhed laft year,* is pleafed to fav, iia mit>er^ 
rime Bickerftaffius magnum iilua Angliajdus, 
Another great profeffor, writing of me, has 
thefe woHs : Biekerflajfius, ttobilis Anglus Af" 
tr9logorum bujufce feculi facile prtnceps. Si gnior. 
MagUabeccbiy the great ditke^s famous library- 

keeper^ 

* The quotations here inferted ire animitarfov 
of Dr. Brmtley^ in fome ptrt of thftfainoai waXfQn 
rerfy between him and Mt, BogU* 



5^» he feems to lay the ccvor opMi the. 
(as indeed it ought) and fays, vilfm 
ror tYfograpbif cum alio^tim Bickerfiafi 

If Mr. Partridge had followed thdlc 

Elct in the centroveify between its, be 
ave fjKired me the trouble of jnftifyii 
ftlfin To public a manner. 1 believe i 
is readier t» own hit errors than I, c 
thankful to thofe, who will pleaie to 
1^ of them. But it feeou this geiii 
inftcad of encouraging theprogrele of I 
art, is pleafed to \o3k upQn all attei 
that kind as nn invafion ot his provinc 
hath been indeed ta wifii as to make 
jeStion againft the truth of my pred 
except in one fin^ point relating to h 
and, to demonftrate now much men an 
ed by their own partiality, I *lio iblcai 
fans the reader, that he it the only 
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tmrdinal de Noailles nioasflUl ative, not*witb» 
/landing tbt pretended prophecy of monfteur Bi- 
querftafTe : bat how far a Frenchman, tLpapift, 
and an enemy is to be believed in his own 
caufe againft znEngli/b protejiant^ who is true 
to the government, I (hall leave to the candid 
and impartial reader. 

The other objection is the unhappy occafion 
of this difcourfey and relates to an article in 
iny prediftions, which foretold the death of 
Mr. Partridge to happen on March if, 1708. 
This he is pleafed to contradifV abfolutely in 
the almanac he hath publifhed for the prefent 
year, and in that ungentlemanly manner (par- 
don the expreflion) as I have above related. 
In that work he very roundly afTerts, tliat he 
is not only no<w alive, but ivas likewfe alive 
upon the ifth 0/* March, ivben I had foretold 
he /bouLi die. This is the fubjefl of the pre- 
fent controverfy between us ; which I deiign 
to handle with all brevity, perfpicuity, and 
calmnefs : in this difpute, I am fenfible the 
eyes not only of England, but of all Europe, 
will be upon us ; and the learned in every 
country will, I doubt not, take part on that 
fide, where they find moft appearance of rea- 
Ton and truth. 

Witiiout entering into cridcifms of cbronO' 
logy about the hour of his death, I fliall only 
prove that Mr. Partridge is not alive. And 
my firft argument is thus : above a thoufanfl 
gentlemen having bought hit almanac for 
this year, merely to find what he faid againft 
me } at every line they read, they wpuul lift 



^ 
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up their eyes, and cry oat, betwixt rftge tnd 
Uuehter, thty iwer$ (ur$ no man mlive ever 
Qvntjuch datmUd ftujf as tbis. Neither «tid I 
ever hear that opinion difputed : fo that Mr. 
Partridge lies under a dilemma, either of dif- 
owning his almanac, or allowing himfelf to 
be no man aliw. But now if an uninfbnmi 
carcaTe walks ftill about, and is pleafed to call 
itfelf Partridge, Mr. Bickerftaff does not 
think himfelf any way anfwerable for that. 
Neither had the (aid carcafe any right to hot 
the poor boy, who happened to pals by it in 
the ftreet, crying, a fidl and true account •f 
Dr, Panrids£j death, Sec, 

Secondly rrMr. Partridge pretends to tell 
fortunes, and recover ftolen goods; which, 
all the pariih fays, he muft do by converfing 
with the devil and other evil fpirits: and no 
wife man will ever allow, he could converfc 
perfonally with either, till after he was dead. 

Thirdly, I will plainly prove him to be dead 
out of his own almanac for this year, and 
from the very paifage which he produceth to 
make us think him alive. He there {tiys,be 
is not only now ali<ve, but nvas alfo alive upcn 
that very z^tb of March, ivbicb I foretold itf 
/hould die on : by this) he declares his opinion, 
that a man may be alive now, who was not 
alive a twelvemonth ago. And indeed, there 
lies the fophiftry of his argument. He dares 
not aiTert, he was alive ever iince thata^ch of 
March, but that h« is now afivo, andnveuft 
on that dtPjf : I grant the latter ; for he did not 
die t211 night, as appears by tlie printed ac« 
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ccmnt of his death, m|a Utter to alcrd; and, 

whether he be fince revived^ I leave the world 

to judge. This is indeed perfedl cavillings 

and I am aftiamed to dwell any longer upon it. 

Fourthly, I vrill appeal to Mr. Partridge 

lunafelf,* whether it be probable I could have 

been (6 imlifcreet to begin my prediflions 

with the cmfy falfliood, that ever was pretend. 

cd to be' in them ; and this is an affair at 

iMme, where I had fo many opportunities to 

be exa6l ; and muft have given fuch ad van - 

tapres a?ainft me to a jperfon of Mi . Partridge'^ 

wit and learning, who, if he could pofTibly 

liave railed one Angle objcQion more again (I 

the truth of my prophecies, ^rould hardly 

kave fpared me. 

And here I mufi take occafion to reprove 
tftc abovementioned writer of the relation of 
Mr. Partridge^i death in a letter to a lord \ 
who was pleaifed to tax me with a miflake of 
fwr ^vbole hours in my calculation of that e- 
Tent. I muft confefs, this cenfure pronoun- 
ced with an air of certainty, in a matter that To 
nearly concerned me, and by a gra*ve judicious 
mttbor^ moved me not a little. But, though I 
waa at that time out of town, yet fever al of 
my friends, whofe curiofity had let them to 
be exadly informed (for, as to my own part, 
baving no doubt at all in the nutter, I never 
once thought of it) aflurcd me, I computed 
to ibmething under half an hour y which (I 
Jjpeak my private opinion) is an terror of no 
great magnitude, that men fliould raife a cla- 
mour about it. I fliaU only iay)!!^ wouM 
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not be amifs, if that author wouM bencefordi 

be more tender of other mens reputation as well 

I as his own* It is well known there were n* 

I more miftakes of that kind | if there had, I 

prefume he would have told me of them with 

. as little ceremony. 

There is one obieflion againft Mr. Fmr^ 
triiige^s death, whicti I have Sometimes met 
with, though "^indeed very flightly* oficredy 
that he ftill continues to write almanacs. But 
this is no more than what is common to all of 
that profeiiion j Gadbury^ poor Robm^ Dow^ 
Wingy and feveral others do yearly publifli 
their almanacs, though feveral of them haVie 
been dead fiifte before the revobaiosi. Now 
the natural reafon of this I take to be, that 
wheieas it is the privilege of other authors to 
li've after their deaihe ; almanac-makers are 
alone excluded, becaufe their diflfertations, 
treating only upon the minutes as theypafs, 
become ufeleikas thofe go off. In conmen* 
tion of which, tinu^ whole regifters they art, 
gives them a leafe in reverfion, to contimie 
their works after their death. 

I (hould not have given the public or myielf 

the trouble of this vindication, if ray name 

I bad not been m^de u(e of by feveral perfons, 

t to whom I never lent it \ one of whicn, a few 

days ago, was pjeafed to father on me a new 

fett ot predi^lions. But I think thefe are 

I things too ferious to be trifled with. It griev* 

ed me to the heart, when I faw my labitara^ 

which had coft me 6> much thought and watch'^ 

ingf bawled about by common hawkers, whadi 
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I only intended for the weighty confideratton 
cf the graveft pcrfons. Tnis jpfe)udiced the 
%wrld fo mu^h at firft, that ieveral of my 
friends had the affu ranee to afk me, whether 
I were in ieft i to which I only anfwered cold- 
ly, that tie e-vent fwouldjbetv. But it is the 
talent of our age and nation to turn things 
©f the fjrcateft importance into ridicule. When 
the end of the year had verifigJ all my predtc* 
tknsy o«t comes Mr. Partricfgf^ almanac, 
difputing the point of his death \ (o that I am 
employed, like the general who was forced to 
kill his enemies twice over, whom a nrcro- 
mancer had raifed to life. If Mr. Partridge 
hnrh prailifed the fame experiment upon him- 
felf, and be again alive, ' long mav ne conti- 
■ne (o\ that doth not in the Icarf contradi^ 
my veracity: but I think 1 have clearly prov- 
ed, by invtndble demonflration^ that he died 
at fartheil within half an hour of the time I 
foretold, and not four hours fooner, as the 
ahoremcntfoned author, in his letter to a lord, 
hath malicioufly fugortftcd, with defign to 
blaft my credit by chiirging me with I'o gvofs a 
iiiiilaj(e. 
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FAMOUS PREDICTION 

O P 

MERLIN 

The Britijh Wizard. 

Written above a THoafand Years ago, an 
relating to the Year 1709* 

With explanatory Notes, by T. N. Philoraicl 

J : T ^ ^y ^^^ ^"^' pobliihed a paper of p« 



di^ons, pretended to be written by 011 
Ifaac Bkkerftaffi efq^ but the true defign i 
It was to difcourage the art of aftrology» an 
expofe its profefibrs as ignorant or impofton 
Againft this imputation Dr. Partru^e hat 
learnedly vindicated himlelf in his alman^ 
for that year. 

For a farther vindication of this famoi; 
art, I have thought fit to 'prefent the wor] 
with the following prophecy. The origin; 
is faid to be of the famous Merlin^ who live 
about a thoufand years ago $ and the foliovi 
ing tranllation is two hundied years old, f< 
it feems to be written near the end of Htm 
the feventh's reign. I have found it in a 
old edition of Merlin's prophecies, imprinti 
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at London by John Hawkins in the year X53o> 
p€i^ 39. I fet it down word for word in the 
old orthography^ and (hall take leave to fub- 
join a few explanatory notes : 

Sttven and Ten addyd to Nme, 
Of Fraunce her Woe this is the Sygfte^ 
lanrfs Rivere ttwjnsj-froscen, 
Walkefans ivetyng Shoes ni Hoxen. 
^ben comythfoortbe, Icb underftonde, 
from Towne of Stoffe tofattyn Londe, 
An bardie Cb^jftan^ woe the Mome 
To Fraunce that ever be ijoas bom. 
fTben Jball the Fyjbe beweyU his^offe% 
fior Jball grin Berry s make up the Loje* 
Yonge Symnele Jball again mi/carry et 
And Norway s Pry d a^ain Jball mar rey. 
And from the Tree where Blojunis feele. 
Ripe Fruit Jball come, and au is weU, 
Keaums Jball daunce Honde in Honde^ 
And it Jball be merry e in old Inglonde, 
Then old Inglonde Jbcdl be no more^ 
And no Man Jball beforie therefor e^ 
Ceryon Jball ba've three Hedes agayne^ 
TiUHafJburge malyth them but twayne^ 

Explanatory Notes* 

. Seven and Ten. This line deicribes the year 
when thefe events (hall happen. Seven and 
tea makes feveBteen, which I explain feven- 
teen hundred, and this number added to nine, 
makes the year we are now in ^ for it muft be 
under ftood of the natural y#ar, which begins. 
t\m ErSt of Jammrji. 
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Tamys River e tvys, &c. The rivei 
frozen twice in one year^ To as men 
on ity is a very iignai accident, which 
hath not fallen out for feveral hundr< 
before, and is the reafon why fome 
gers have thought, that this prophe 
never be fulfilled, bccaufe they imagi 
a thing would never happen in our cli 

From *f(nvu rf Stoffct &c. This is 
defignation of die duke of Marlboroi 
kind of ftuffufed to fatten land is calle 
and every body knows that Borough \\ 
for a town ; and this way of exprefli 
ter the ufu^ dark manner of old ail 
predictions* 

Ihenfiall the Fyjbe, &c. By the^ 
derftood the dauphin of France, as th( 
eldeft Tons are called : it is here faid, 
lament the lofs of the duke of Burgm 
ed the Boje, which is an old engl^ ^ 
hump'/bouUery or crook-back^ as that 
known to be; and the prophecy i 
mean, that he fhould be overcome < 
By the green berrysy in the next line, 
the young duke of Berryt ^^* dauphl 
fon, who fhall not have valour or fc 
nough to fupply the lofs of his eldeft 

Tofige SymneUf &c. By Symnele is n 
pretendedfprince of W'ales^ who, if he 
attempt any thing azainft England, il 
carry as he did before. Lambert Sj 
the name of a young mani noted in 
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tones for perfonating the fon (as I remember) 
of Ed'ward the fourth. 

And Norway" s Pryd^ &c. I cannot guefs • 
who is meant by Norway s pride, perhaps the 
reader may, as well as the fenfe of the two 
following lines. 

Reaums Jiall, &c. ReaumSf or, as the word 
is now, reabfUf is the old name for kingdoms : 
and this is a very plain prediction of our 
happy unioftf with the felicities that (hall at- 
tend it. It is added that Old EngUmd (hall be 
no more, and yet no man (hall be finrry for 
it. And indeed, properly fpeakinff, England 
is now no more, for the wnole iluoid is one 
kingdom under the name of Britain. 

Ceryon Jhall, &c. This pr^di6lion, though 
fomewhat obfcure, is wonderfully adapt. Ge- 
rxon is faid to have been a kiiig ox Stain y whom 
fiertutei flew. It was a £6Vion ot the poets, 
that he had three heads, which the author fayt 
he (hnll have again : that is, Spain fliall have 
three kings ; which is now wonderfully veri- 
fied ; for, befides the king of Portugal, which 
is propeily part of Spainy there are now two 
rivals for Spain^ Cbof hs and Ptilip : but Charles^ 
being defcended from the count of Hapjburgh, 
founder of the Auflrian family, ihall foon make 
Uioie heads but two by overturning Philips and 
.driving him out of Spain, 

Some of thei'e predi^ions are already ful- 
filled, and it is highly probable the reft may 

r P b« 

\ 
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be in due time c and I think I have 
ced the words by my explication into i 
ienfby than what they will naturally bei 
be granted^ I am hire it nAuft be alfo 
that the author (whoever he were) ¥ 
ion of extraordinary fagacity ; and tl 
logy brought to fuch perfection as t 
no means an art to be defpiiedy what 
Bickerfti^y or other merry gentlemen i 
cd to think. As to the tradition of tl 
havine been writ in the original by 1 
confeU I lav not much weight upon 
it is enougn to juftify their autnor 
the book from whence I have tranfcril 
was printed 170 years ago, as appear 
title-page. For the fatisfa^tion of a 
tleman, who may be either doubtfu 
truth, or curious to be informed ; I i 
order to have the very book fent to 
ter of this paper, with dire^ions to 
body fee it that pleafes, becaufe I I 
is pretty fcarce. 




MEDITATION 



UPON A 



BROOM-STICK. 

Accor^ff to the (lyle and manner of the 
hanonrable Robert BofUfi Meditations *• 

THIS.fiaele ftick, which you now be« 
bold ingloriouily Ij^ing in that neglect- 
ed corner^ I once knew in a flourilhing (late 
in a foreft : it was full of fap, full of £aves> 
and fall of boughs : but now in vain does 
the bufy art of man pretend to vye with na* 
ture, by tying that withered bundle of twigs 
to its faplefs trunk : it is now at beft but the 
rererfe of what it was, a tree turned upikle 
down, the branches on the earth, and the 
root in the air } it is now handled by every 
dirty wench, condemned to do her drudgery, 
and, bv a capricious kind of fate, deftined to 
make ner thmgs clean, and be nafty itfelf $ 
Pa at 

* The fword of wit like the fcythe of time cots 
iumn friend and foe, and attacks erery objed that 
acetdentaJly fiei in its way s but, fliarp and imj^lk 
as tiie edge of it nay be, Mr. J9<^ will, always r»-. 
main imvulaerakUt Oa a xa Yt 
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nt length worn out to the ftumo! 

vice of the maids, it is either tii 

difortf or condemned to the laft t 

VwK a Are. When I beheld th 

and faid within myfelf, Surelj^ m 

a Broom-fiick ! nature fent him ii 

fiiong and lufty, in a thrivin 

wearmg his own hair on his he 

per branches of this reafoning ve 

til the axe of intemperance ha 

hli green boughs, and left hit 

trunk : he then flies to art, an 

ftrrvwigy valuing himfelf upon 

Dundle of hairs, all covered \ 

HvkX. never grew on his head \ bu 

this onr broom-flick pretend to en 

proud of thofe birchen fpeils ii 

and all covered with duft, thouj 

ings of the flneft lady^s chambf 

be apt to ridicule and defpife its ^ 

tial Judges that we are of our < 

cies, and other men^s defaults I 

But a broom-flickf perhaps yo 

am emblem of a tree ftanding 

and pray what is man, but a 

creature, his animal facultiei 

mountea on his rational, his h 

heels ihould be, groveling on t1 

yer> with all his faults, he fets 

i^niyerfal reformer and corre£lo: 

remover of grievances, rakes ini 

comer of nature, bringing hidd^ 

to the lij^t, and raiiei a migh 
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there was none before, Cbaring deeply all 
the whife in the very fanie pollutbns he pre- 
tends to fweep away : his laft days are ipent 
jn flavery to women, and generally the leaft 
deferring ; till worn to the ftnraps, like his 
brother &^/0»gr, he is either kicked out of doors^ 
or made ufe of to kindle flamea for others to 
varm themfelves by. 
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For corre^g, iinpro?ii]& aad a(cert«inin| the 

ENGLISH TONGUE. 

In a letter to the moft honourable Roitri 
earl of Ox/or J and Mortimer, lord high 
trcafurer of Gnat Britain. 

To tbemofi honourable Robert earl of Oxford, e1c» 

My Lord, 

WHAT I had the honour of mention- 
ing to your lordfhip fbrae time ago 
in converfation, was not a new thought^ jaft 
then darted by accident or occaiion, but the 
refult of long refledUon, and I have been 
confirmed in my fentiments by the opinion of 
ibme very judicious perfons, with whom I 
confulted. They all agreed, that nothing 
would be of greater ufe towards the improve- 
ment of knowledge and. politenefs, ihanfome 
efTefhial method for correSing^ etdarging^ and 
ofcertMmng our language \ and they think it 
a work very poflible to be compafled under the. 
protection of a prince, the countenance and 
encouragement of a miniftry, and the care of 
proper peribns chofen for fuch an undertak- 
ing. I was glad tp find your locdflup^s an- 

fwer 
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fwer in To diflcrent a ftyle, from what hath 
been commonly made ui'e of on the like oc- 
caiions for fome years paft. That all fucb 
tbougbts mufl be deferred to a time of peace : 
a topic which (bme have carried fo far, 
that they would not have us by any means 
think of preferving our civil or religious con- 
ftitution, becaufe we are engaged in a war a* 
broad. It will be among the diftinguiihing 
marks of your rainiftry, my lord, that you 
have a genius above all fuch regards, and 
that no reafonable propofal for the honour, 
the advantage, or the ornament of your coun- 
try, however foreign to your more immediate 
office, was ever negle£led by you. I confefs 
the merit of this candour and condefcenfion is 
very much leflened, becaufe your lord (hip hard* 
ly leaves us room to offer our good wifhes t 
removing all our difficulties, and fupplying 
our wants, fafter than the viiionary projector 
can adjuft his fchemes. And therefore, my 
lord, the defign of this paper is not fo much 
to offer you fways and means^ as to complin 
of a gne-vance^ the redreffing of which is to 
be your own work as much as that of pay- 
ing the natiotCs debts j or opening a trade into 
the Soutb'Sea ; and though not of fuch im- 
mediate benefit, as either of thefe, or any 
other .of your glorious a£tions, yet perhaps in 
future ages not lefs to your honour. 

My lord, I do here in the name of all tha 
learned and polite perfons of the natioQ com- 
plain to your lordfhip ^Mfrfl mm^^ that 
our laoguage U c«treincly'un|feiCB8;\ ^bk|lki^^ 
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daily improvements are bjr no meant m pr»* 
portion to its daily corruptions } that the yrt* 
tenders to polifh and refine it have chieiy 
multiplied abufes and abfurdities } and tint 
in many inftances it ofFends againft everv ptit 
^f grammar. But, left your lordihip fliouM 
think my cenfure too fevere^ I ihall take lean 
to be more particular. 

I believe your lordihip will agree with me 
in the reaion, why our language it lefs re- 
fined than, tboie of Itatj^^ Spam, or France, 
*Ti8 plain, that the Latm tongue in ite purity 
was never in this ifland, towards the conqueft 
of which few or no attempts were made till 
the time of Claudius ; neither was that lan- 
guage ever fo vulgar in Britain^ as it is known 
to have been in Gaul and Spam. Furthers 
we find" that the Roman legions here were at 
length all recalled to help their cotmtry againft 
the Gctbs, and other barbarous invaders. Meaii 
time the Britons left to ihift for theofiielves, 
;ind daily harrafTed by cruel inroads from the 
PWs^ were forced to call in the Saxons for 
their defence ; who confequently reduced the 

Sreateft part of the ifland to their own power, 
rove tne Britons into the moft remote and 
mountainous parts, and the reft of the coun- 
try, in cuftpms, religion, and language, be- 
^ame wholly Saxon. Thw I take to be the 
reafon, why there are more Latin words re- 
maining in the Britifi tongue than in the old 
Saxon^ which, excepting lome fiew variationt 
in the orthography, is Uie fame in moft origi-p 
17a] words with pur prefent MngBf^ at wf K 
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with the German and other Nortbem dia- 
b. 

Edijuard the Confeffor^ having lived long in 
inci, appears to be the firft who introduc- 
any mixtare of the French tongue with the 
xw \ the court affe^ling what the prince 
s fond of, and others taking it up for a 
hion» as it is now with us. Ifilltam tke 
tquerwr proceeded much further ; bringing 
IT with him vaft numbers of that nation, 
ttering them in every monaftery, giving 
»n great Quantities of land, direfting all 
ladings to be in that language, and endea* 
uring to make it univerial in the kingdom. 
\\9 at leaft is the opinion generally receiv- 
:- but your lordihip hath fully convinced 
*, that tne French tongue made yet a greater 
ogrefs here under Harry the Seconal who 
d large territories on that continent both 
>m his father and wife, made frequent 
amies and expeditions thither, and was al- 
lys attended with a number of his country* 
:n, retainers at his court. For fome centu* 
•s after there was a conftant intercourfe be- 
een France and England, by the dominions 
: poiTefTed there, and the conquefts we made ; 
that our language between two and three 
mdrtd years ago feems to have had a greater 
ixture with French than at pre(ent ; many 
ords having been afterwards rejeAcd» and 
me fmce the time of Spenfir^ although W0 
ive ftill retained not a few, which hm 
:en long antiquated in France. I covld pfo-- 
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duce feveral inftances of both kinds, if it 
were of any ufe or entertainment. 

To examine into the feveral circumftanc^ 
bv which the language of a covintry may be 
altered, would force me to enter into a wide 
field. I fliall only obferve, that the Latm, 
the French, and the Engtijb^ feem to have un- 
dergone the fame fortune. The firft, from 
the days of Romulus to thofe of JuUut (Atfeor^ 
fuffered perpetual changes : and by what we 
meet in thofe authors who occafionally fpeak 
on that fubje6l, as well as from certain nrag* 
ments of old laws, it is manifeft that the Ia" 
tin three hundred years before ^uRj was as 
unintelligible in his time, as the Eaglijb and 
French of the fame period are now i ^id thefe 
two have changed as much iince WtUiam tba 
Conqueror (which is but little leis than feven 
bundred years} as the Latin appears to have 
done in the like term. Whether our lan- 
guage of the French will decline as faft as the 
Koman did, is a queftion, that would perhaps 
admit more debate than it is worth. There 
were many reafons for the corruptions of the 
laft : as, the change of their firovernment to a 
tyranny, which rumed the ftudy of eloquence, 
there Ming no farther ufe or encouragement 
for popular orators : their giving not only the 
freMom of the city, £ut capacity for employ- . 
ments, to feveral towns in Gaul^ Sfauh >m 
Gernuarf, and other diftant parts,' as far at 
J^fia \ which brought a great number of fo- 
reign pretenders into Konui the ilavifli di^pp- 
iidpn of ^e fen^te and the people, by which 

the 
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tlie wit and eloquence of the age were wholly 
turned into panegyric, the molt barren of all 
fubjefts : the great corruption of manners, 
and introduction of foreign luxury, with fo- 
reign terms to exprefs it, with feveral others, 
that might be afligned ; not to mention thofe 
invafions from the Gotbs and Vandals ^ which 
are too obvious to infift on« 

The Roman language arrived at great per* 
fe6tion, before it began to decay: and the 
French for thefe laft fifty years hath been po- 
liihing as much as it wilUbear, and appears 
to be declining by the natural inconftancy of 
t&at people, and the afFcCtation of fome late 
authors to introduce and multiply cant words, 
which is the moll ruinous corruption in any 
language. La Bruyere, a late celebrated wri- 
ter amongthem, makes ufe of many new terms, 
which are not to be found in any of the com- 
mon dictionaries before his time. But the 
EngUpj tongue is not arrived to fuch a degree 
of perfection, as to make us apprehend any 
thoughts of its decay \ a?, if it were once re« 
fined to a certain (tandard, perhaps there 
might be ways found out to fix it for ever, or 
at leaft till we are invaded and made a conqueit 
by (bme other ftate ; and even then our beft 
waitings might probably be preferved with 
care, and grow into efteem, and the authon 
have a chance for immortality. 

But without fuch great revolutions as thefe 
(to which we are, I think, Icfs fubjeft than 
kingdoms upon the continent) I fee no alifo- 
lute seceffity i^hy any language fiufuUL to 
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perpetually changing j for we find examples 
to tnc contrary. From Homer to Plutarcb art 
above a thoufand years ; {o long at leaft the 
jurity of the Greek tongue may be allowed to 
aft, and we know not how far before. The 
Grecians fpread their colonies round all the 
coafts of Afia Minora even to the Northtm 
parts lying towards the Euxiney in every i- 
tland of the JEgdtan Tea, and feveral others m 
the Mediterranean \ where the language was 
preferved intire for many ages, after thev 
thcmfelves became colonies to Rome, and till 
they were over-run by the barbarous nations 
upon the fall of that empire. The Cbinefi 
have books in their language above two thou- 
fand years old, neither nave the frequent con- 
quefts of the Tartars been able to alter it. 
The German f Spanijby and Italian, have ad- 
mitted few or no changes for fome ages paft. 
The other languages of Eurape I know no- 
thing of $ neither is thei*e any occafion tt 
conhder them. 

Having taken this compaf?, I return to thofi 
conftderations upon our own language, whid 
I would humbly offer your lordfhip. Thi 
period, wherein the EngUJb tongue receive< 
moft improvement, I take to commence will 
the beginning of queen Elifahetb*% reign, am 
to conclude with the great rebellion in forty 
two. 'Tis true, there was a very ill taft 
both of ftyle and wit, which prevailed undc: 
Vjng James the firft \ but that feems to havi 
been coneAed in the firft years of his fuc 
cdTor, wlip among other qualifications of ai 

exccilea 
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ofccellent prince, was a great pation -of learn- 
ing. From the civil war to this prefent time, 
I am apt to doubt whether the corruptions in 
eur language have not at leaft equalled the 
refinements of it ; and thefe corruptions very 
few of the beft authors iii our age have whoUy 
tfcaped. During the ufurpation, fuch an in* 
fufion of enthufiaftie jargon prevailed m every 
writing, as was not maken off in many yeaM 
after. To this fucceeded that licentioufnefs 
which entered with the reftoration, and from: 
infefling our religion and morals fell to cor^f 
rupt our language ; which laft was not like to 
be much improved by thofe, who at that time 
made up the court of king Charles the fecond ;' 
either fuch who had followed him in his ba* 
nifhment, or who had been altogether con* 
veriant in the diale6l of thofe fanatic times ;• 
<)r young men, who had been educated is 
the fame country j fo that the court, which 
ufed to be the ftandard of propriety and coT'^ 
re6lnefs of fpeech, was then, and, I thinks 
hath ever iince continued the worft fchool im 
Efiglandfot that accompliihment ; and fo will 
remain, till better care be taken in the edu« 
cation of bur young nobility, that they may 
fet out into the world with fome foundatioi^ 
of literature, in order to qualify them for pat» 
terns of politenefs. The confequence of thif 
defe£l: upon^ our language may appear froni 
plays, and other compoutions written for en» 
tertainment within fifty years paft $ filled witl^- 
a fucceilion of affeAed phrafes and new con^ 
cnted'Wprds, tither borrowed from the cur.*. 
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1 ent ftylc of the court, or from thoie, who 
\inder the charaAer of inea of wit and plea- 
lure pretended to give the law. Many of thefe 
reHnements have already been long antiquat- 
ed, and are now hardly intelligible, wbich is 
no wonder, when they vrere the product only 
of ignotance and caprice. 

I have never known this great town with- 
out one or more dunces of Sgure, who had. 
credit enough to give rife to fome new wordy 
and propagate it in moft converfations, tho* 
it had neither humour nor fignificancy. If 
it (Iruck the prefent tafte, it was foon tranf- 
fcrrtd into the plays and cun'ent icriblers of 
the week, and becaitie an addition to our Ian- 
CTi<)g" i ^hile the men of wit and learnings 
1)1 (lead of early obviating fuch corruptions, 
were too often feduced to imitate and comply 
Willi them. 

There is another fet of men, who have 
contributed very much to the fpoiling of the 
Engltjb tongue ; I mean the poets from the 
time of tlie reftoration. Thefe gentlem^eny 
uUhough they could not be infenfible how 
much our language was already OTerftocked • 
with monofyllables, yet to favetime and paint 
introduced that barbarous cuftom of abbre- 
viating words, to fit them to the mea^iut of 
their verfes ; and this they have frequently 
ck>ne fo very iujudicioufly, as to form fuch 
hHrHi unharmonious founds, that none but a 
northern ear could endure : they have jomed 
the moft obdurate confonants without <kii9 in- 
tuvening vowel, only to ihorten a fyUablei 

and 
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and their tafte in time became (6 depraved, that 
what was at firft a poetical licenfc not to be 
jvftiiied, they made tlieir choice, alledging, 
th^t the words pronounced at length founded 
faint and languid. This was a pretence to 
take up the fame cuilom in proie : £0 that 
moft of the books we fee now-a-days, are full 
ef thofe roanglings and abbreviations. In- 
ftances of this abufe are innumerable : what 
does your lordfhip think of the words, drvd^^dy 
dtfiurb^di nbuk^d^JUdg^d, and a thoufand others 
every- where to be met with in profe as well as 
verfe ? Where by leaving out a vowel to fave 
a fyllable we foim fo jarring a foimd, and 
§0 4^fficult to utter, that I have often won- 
dered how it could ever obtain. 

Another caufe (and perhaps borrowed from 
the formes) which hath contributed not a 
little to the maiming of our language, is a 
fooliih opinion, advanced of late years, that 
we ought to fpell exa£lly as we fpeak j which, 
befide the obvious inconvenience of utterly 
deftroying our etymology, would be a thing 
we (hould never fee an end of. Mot only the 
6veral towns and counties of England have a 
different way of pronouncing, but even here 
in Lmdm they clip their words after one 
manner about the court, another m the city, 
and a third in the fuburbs t and in a few 
years, it is probable, will all differ from them- • 
lelvesy as fancy or fafliion (hall dire5l i. all 
which reduced to writing would intirely con- 
found orthography. Yet many peof^e ard ^ 
fond of this conceit, that it is ^sietimes m' 
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difiicilt matter to read modem books and- 
pamphlets ; where the words are fo curtailed^ 
and varied from their original fpeHing, that 
whoever hath been ufed to plain Englift will 
hardly know them by fight. 

Se?eral young men at the univeriities, ter- 
ribly pofleffcd with the fear of pedantry> run 
into a worfe extreme, and think all politeneft 
to coifift in reading the daily trafti lent down 
to them from hence : this they call knowi/ig 
the tmrld^ and reading men and manners. Thus ' 
fumiihed they come up to town^ reckon all 
their errors for accompli (hments, borrow the 
neweft fet of phrafes ; and, if they take a pea 
into their hands, all the odd words they have 
picked up in a coffee -houfe, or a gamine or- 
dinary, are produced as flowers of Sf\t% 
and the orthogi-aphy refined to the utmoft. 
To this we owe thole monftrous produ£lions, 
which, under the name oi trips ^jpies^ anrnfe^ 
menfs, and other conceited appellations, have 
over-run us for feme years pan. To this we 
owe that ftranee race of wits, who tell us» 
they write to Uie humour of the age. And I 
wim I could fay, thefe quaint fopperies were 
wholly abfent from graver fubje6ts. In fhort, 
I would undertake to (hew your lordfhip fe- 
veral pieces, where the beauties of this kind 
are fo predominant, that with all your (kill 
in languages you could never be able to read 
or underftand them. 

But I am very much miftaken, if many of 

thefe falfe refinements amone us do not arife 

from a principle, which would quite deftroy 

% - their 
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their credity if it were well tinderftood and 
Cdnfidercd. For I am afraid, my lord> that 
with all the real good qualities of our couA* 
try vice are naturally not very polite. This 
perpetual difpofition to {horten our wotdt, by 
retrenching the vowels, is nothing elfe but a 
tendency to lapfe iiito the barbarity of thofe 
northern nations, from whom we are defcend* 
-cd, and whofe languages labour all under the 
fame defe6^. For it is worthy our obfcrvati- 
on, that the Spaniards^ the French, and the 
Italiansy although derived from the fame nor- 
thern anceftors with ourfelves, are with the 
utmoft difficulty taught to pronounce our 
words, which the Swoedes and Danes, as well 
as the Germans and the Dutch, attain to with 
cafe, becaufe our fyllabies refemble theirs in 
the roughnefs and frequency of confonants* 
Now, as we ftruggle with an ill climate to 
improve the nobler kinds of fruits, are at 
the expence of walls to receive and reverbe- 
rate the faint rays of the fun, and fence 
aeainft the northern blafts, we iometimes by 
the help of a good foil eaual the produSlion 
of warmer countries, who nave no need to be 
at fo much coft and care. It is the (ame thing 
with refpe^l: to the politer arts amon^; us ; 
and the fame defeft of heat which gives a 
fircenefs to our natures, may contribute to 
that roughnefs of our language, which bears 
fome analog to the harfli fruit of colder 
countries, ror I do not reckon that we want 
ngemus more than the reft of our neighbours i 
but your lordfliip will be of my opinion^ that 
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lowed to be bcft qualified for fuch a work, 
without any regard to quality, pra'ty, or pro- 
fcflion. Thcic, to a certain number at Icaft, 
ftiould aflcmble Ht fome appointed time and 
place, ^n<l fw on rul^s, by which they de- 
lign to proceed. What m-Jthods they will 
take, is not for me to prcfcribe. Your lord- 
Ihlp, and other perfons in great employment, 
n>ight pleafe to oeof the number; and lam 
afraid iuth afociety \vo«kl want your inftruc- 
tion and exantple as much as your protection j 
for I have, nor without a little envy, ohierved 
of late the ftylc of foine [\reat miniftcrs very 
much to exceed that of any other produc- 
tions. 

The pei Tons who are to undertake this work 
will have the example of the French before 
them to imitate, where thefe have pioceoded 
right, and to avoid their milUkfs. Bcfides 
the grammar- part, wherein wc ar^: allowed to 
be very defeftive, they will oblLrve mnny 

frofs improprieties, which however aiithoiilbd 
y pra6lice, and grown familiar, ought to he 
difcarded. They will iind many words that 
de(crve to be utterly thiown out of our lan- 
guage, many more to be corrct:\ed, and per- 
haps not a few long fince antiquated, which 
ought t6 be redored on account of their ener- 
gy and found. 

But what I have mod at heart, is, that 
fome method fhould be thought on for ^ycr r- 
t^inintr and fixing our langua^ for ev^, 
after fuch alterations are made in it a» fliall 
be thouj^ht requifite. For I ajn q€ q^««^ 
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that It is better a language Aiould not be whoft 
ly perfect, than that it ftiould be perpetually 
changing ; and we muft give over at one tinie» 
cr at length infallibly change for the. worfe, 
at the Romans did, when they began to quit 
thtir Jhn^kity of ftyle for affe&ed refinements, 
fuch as we meet in Tacitus and other authors | 
which ended by degrees in many barbaritiei, 
even before the Gotbs had invaded Itafy. 

The fame of our writers is ufualiv confined 
to thefe two iilands, and it is hard it ihould 
be limited in. time as much as place by the 
perpetual variations of our fpeech. It is your 
iorafliip^s obiervation, that, if it were not fos 
the BiiU and Common Prayer Book in the vui« 
gar toneue, we (hould hardly be able to un* 
derftand any thing, that was written among 
tis an hundred years ago ; which is certain^ 
true : for thofe books, being, perpetually read 
an churches, have proved a kind of ftandard 
/or language, efpecially to the common peo- 
ple. And I doubt, whether the alterations 
£nce introduced have added much to the 
beauty br ftrength of the Engli/b tongue, 
ihough the^ have taken off a great deal mm 
thztjtmplirtty, which is one of the greateft 
)>erfe6lions m any language. You. m^^ lord, 
ti^ho are £o converfant in the facred writings, 
tnd fo great a judge of them in their origt* 
nals,, will agree, that no tranilation our coun- 
try ever, yet produced hath come up to that 
of the Old and Ne^ Tejiament: and by the 
many beautiful pnfTages, which I have often 
liad the honour t« hear your lordihip cite from 
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tlichc^, I am perfuaded^ that the tranflatord 
•f the bible were mailers of an Engli/b ftyle 
much fitter for that work, than any we fee in 
our prefent writings ; which I take to be ow- 
ing to the faftplicUy that runs through the 
whole. Then as to the greateft part of our 
hturgjf compiled long before the tranflation 
of &e Bibie now in ufe, and little altered 
(ince ; there feem to be in it as great fh-ains of 
true fublime eloquence, as are any where to 
be found in our language ; which erery man 
of good talle will obferve in the communion 
ferivicet that of bunal, and other parts. 

But when I fay, that I would havs our Ian- 
guage, after it is dulycorredt^ always to hil^ 
I do not mean that it fliould never be enlar- 
ged. Provided that no word, which a fociety 
fhali give fan6lion to, be afterwards antiqua- 
ted and exploded, they may have liberty to 
receive whatever new ones they (hall find oc- 
cafion for ; becaufe then the old books will 
yet be always valuable according to their in- 
rrinfic worth, and not thrown ailJe on ac- 
count of unintelligible words and phrafes, 
which appear harfti and uncouth, only be- 
cnuie they are out of fafhion. Had the Rq- 
man tongue continued vulgar in that city tiil 
this time, it would have been ablblutely n«*- 
cefliuy, from the mighty changes that hav« 
been made in law and religion, from the ma- 
ny terms of art required in* trade and in war, 
from the new inventions that have happened 
^in the world, from the vaft fpreading of navU 
gatlon and commerce, with VBaxc\ c^Sftm ^fer^' ' 
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ous cii'cum (lances, to have ma 
tions to that language; yet the 
itijl have been read and underfi 
lure and cal'c. The Gr^ek t 
many enlargements between t 
mer and that of Plutarch^ yet 
thor was probably as well und 
jau^$ time as the latter. What 
fworjs going off and pirijbing i 
nerw ones coming in their place, 
he laments, rather than a thin 
but I cannot fee why this (hou 
ly neccflfaryy or, if it were, w 
become of his monumentum are 
Writing by memory only, 
fent, I would gladly keep wit 
»nd therefore (hall not enter ir 
ticulars. Neither do I pretem 
(hew the ufcfulnefs of this defig 
feme general obfervations, iea^ 
that iociety, which I hope wil 
tution and patronage to your 
fides, I would willingly avoid i 
ing about a year ago commv 
public much of what I had to 
fubjedl, by the hands of an inj 
man, who for a long time die 
divert or inftru£t the kingdom 
and is fuppofed to purfue the 
prefent under the title of SpeBa 
thor, who hath tried the force 
our language, with fo much 
intirely with me in moft of my 
Uting to it J fo do tVkit yxiUs^^ 
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of wit and learning, whom I have had the 
happincfs to conveife with -, and therefore I 
imagine that fuch a fociety would be pretty 
unanimous in the main point. 

Your lord(hip muft allow, that fuch a work 
as this brought to perfeflion would very much 
contribute to the glory of her majefty's reign { 
which ought to be recorded in words more 
durable than bni&, and fuch as our poilerity 
may read a thoufand years hence with pica- 
fare as well as admiration. I always difap- 
proved that falfe compliment to princes, that 
the moft lafting monument they can have, is . 
the hearts of their fubje^s. It is indeed their 
ereateft prefent felicity to reign in their Tub- 
)e£ls hearts ; but theie are too perishable to 
preferve their memories, which can only be 
done by the pens of able and futhful hiitori* 
ans. . And I take it to be your lordfhip's du- 
ty, as prime mintfter^ to g^ve order for in- 
fpe^ling our language, and rendering it fit to 
record the hiftoiy of ib great and good a prin- 
cefs. Beiides, my lord, as difinterclk-d as 
you appear to the world, I am convinced, 
that no man is more in the power of a \*i. 
vailing favourite paflion than yourfelf j I 
mean that defire of tine and hfting honour, 
which you have borne along with you thro' 
every ftage of your life. To this you have 
often facrificed your intereft, your eafe, and 
your health: for preferving and incrcafing 
this you have expofed your perfon to fecret 
treachery and open violence. There is not 
perhaps an example in hiftoi^ of any minifter. 
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tlcfire of fame hath been' no inconiid 
motive to quicken you in the purfuit 01 
anions, which will beft deferve it. ] 
the fame time I muft be fo. plain as 1 
your lordfliip, that if you will not take 
care to fettle our language, and put it 
Hate of continuance, I cannot promii 
your memory (hall be preferved abo 
Aundred years, farther than by imperfe 
dition. 

As barbarous and ignorant as we \t 
former centuries, there was more efl 
care taken by our anceftors to prefer 
anemory of times and perfons, than vi 
in this age of learning and politenefs, 
are pleafed to call it. The rude Latin 
monks is ftill very intelligible ; wherea: 
their records been delivered down only 
▼ulgai- tongue, fo barren and fo barb 
fo fubie6l to continual fucceedins ch 
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this rate, all I can promife your lordfhip, if, 
that about two hundred years hence fome 
painful compiler, who will be at the troublt 
of ftudying old language, may inform the 
world, that, in the reign of queen Amte, Ro- 
bert earl of Oxford, a very wife and excellent 
man, was made bigb treafurery and faved his 
country, which in thofe days was almoft ruin* 
ed by a foreign twar, and a domefilc fa&'um. 
Thus much he may be able to pick out, and 
willing to transfer into his new hiftory ; but 
the reft of your character, which I or any 
other writer may now value ourfclves by draw- 
ing, and the particular account of the great 
thmgs done under your miniftry, for which 
you are already fo celebrated in moil parts of 
Europe, will probably be dropped on account 
of the antiquated ftyle and manner they are 
delivered in. 

How then ihall any man, who hath a geni- 
us for hiftory equal to the beft of the ancients, 
be able to undertake fuch a work with fpirit 
and cheaiiulnefs, when he confiders that he 
will be read with pleafure but a very few 
years, and in an age or two ftiall hardly be 
underftood without an interpreter? This is 
like employing an excellent natuary to work 
upon mouldering ftone. Thofe, who apply 
their ftudies to preferve the memory of others, 
will always have fome concern for their own. 
And I believe it is for this reafcn, that fo few 
writers among us of any diftinftion have turn« 
ed their thoughts to fuch a di(coura|^g em- 
pUyment : for the beft BM^fifb hiftorua mnft' 
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lie undrr thit mortific&tion, that, w 
1ky\c grfiw» aittiqtiated, he will be on 
lldcicd as a cedious reUttur of fafls i a 
hmpet conftilted in his turn among i^ 
le^ed author* to furaiih m^tefials fi 
future colleftor, 

I doubt your lordihip ii but iil entc 
with a few fcattered thoughts upon a 1 
that dderves to be tieated with abil 
c!irc: howcvei% I muft htg leave to 
lerw word^ inore^ perhapa not altoget 
Tcign to the fame matter. ^ I know no 
ther that which I am going to fay m 
for caution, advice, or i^proach^ 
which will be Juflly thought ^ery m 
from one in my ftation to one in 
However, I mufi venture to afi^rm, i 
geniut and J earning be not eocouraged 
your lordfbip's adrntniAration, you a 
moft inexctifable perfon alive, AU you 
virtues, my lord, wili be defe£live v 
ihiR ; your affability, candour, ai>d go 
ture I that perpetual agreeablenef^ of c 
lation, fo a j ten gaged in the niidfl cf 
weight of b^iiineii and oppofition ^ eve 
iullice* orudence, and macfnaniinitv 
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' influence and pioteflion : befides, who knows 
h^t Come true genius may happeh to arile tin* 
dcr your miniftryy exortus ut atberiusfoL £* 
very age jntght ^rhaps produce one or two of 
tbeto to acforn it, if they were not funk un-* 
der the cenfure and obloquy of plodding, 
icnriley imitatiBg pedants : I do not mean by 
a true genius any bold writer, who breaks 
through the rules of decency to diftingnifh 
himfelf by the iingularity of his opinions i 
but one, who upon a deierving fubje^ is able 
to open new fcenes, and difcover a vein of 
true and noble thinly ing, which never entered 
into any imagination before : every fti^ke of 
wbofe pen is worth all the paper blotted by 
hundreds of others in the compafs of their 
lives. I know, my lord, your friends will 
offer in your defence, that in your private ca- 
pacity you never refufed your purfe and credit 
to the fervice and Aipport of learned or inge- 
nious men : andjthat, ever iince you have been 
in public employment, you- have conftantly 
beftowed your favours to the maft deferving 
perfons. But I defxre your lordfliip not to k£ 
deceived ; we never will admit of thefe excu- 
ief, nor will allow your private liberality, as 
great as it is, to atone for your exceiHve 
public thrift. But here again I am afraid 
moft good fubje^s will interpofe in your de- 
fence, by alledging the defperate condition 
you found the nation in, and the neceflity 
there was for fo able and faitliful a (leward 
to retrieve it, if poffiblc, by the utmoil fru- 
gality. We grant all this, my Icrd \ but 
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then it oueht likewiie to be confidered, that 
you have suready faved feveral milliont to the 
publicy and that what we aik it too inconfi- 
derable to break into any rules of the ftriftcft 
good hufbandry* The French king beftowi 
about half a dozen penfions to learned roes 
in feveral parts of Europe, and perhaps a do« 
zen in his own kingdom ; which in the whole 
do probably not amount to half the income of 
many a private commoner in Etiglaxdf yet 
have more contributed to the glory of ^at 
prince, than any million he hath otherwife 
emploved. For learning, like all true merit, 
is eafify fatisfied ) whilft the falfe and coun- 
terfeit IS perpetually craving, and never thinkf 
it hath enough. The fmalleft favour given 
by a grent prmce, as a mark of efteem, to re* 
ward the endowments of the mind, never 
fails to be returned with praiie and gratitude, 
and loudly celebrated to the world. I have 
known fome year& ago feveral penfions given 
' to particular perfons, (how deiervedly Iihall 
not inquire) any one of which, if divided in- 
' to fmaller parcels, and diftributed by the 
crown to thofe who might upon occafion di* 
ftingui(h themfelves by fome extraordinary 
produ£^ion of wit or learning, would be am- 
ply fuflicient to anfwer the end. Or if any 
iuch perfons were above money, (as every 
great gm/K/ certainly is with very moderate' 
conveniencies of life) a medal, or fome mark 
of diftin^Uon, would do full as well. 

But I forget my province, and find myfelf 
i turning proje^or before I am aware ^ anho' 
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it be one. of the laft charaAers under which I 
ihould defireto appear before your ]ord(hip» 
cfpecially when I have ttie ambition of afpir- 
ing to that of being with the greateft refpeft 
and truthy 

Nfy Lord, 

Your Lnrdflnp^s 

moft obedient , moft obliged^ ' 

and moft bumble fervent, 

London^ Feb. is, 
1711-11. 
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AB O U T a raomh before the demifc of 
queen Anne, the dean, having laboured 
to reconcile the minifters to each other with* 
out fuccefs, retired to the houfe of a friend in 
Birkjhirty and never faw them more. But 
during this retreat he wrote the following 
treatife, v^hich he thought might be of fome 
ufe even in that jun6lure, and fent it up to 
London to be printed \ but, upon fome diiFer- 
ence in opinion between the author and the 
late lord Bolingbroke^ the publication was de- 
layed till the queen'^s death, and then he re- 
called his copy : it was afterwards placed in 
the hands of tne late alderman Barber, from 
whom it was obtained to be printed. The 
ruin of the miniftry by this ammofity among 
themfelves was long forefeen and foi'etold by 
Sivifty and it appears by lord BoHngbrokfz 
letter to fir William Wyndbaniy that in his heart 
he renounced his friendihip for Oxford long 
before the conclufton of the peace^ though it 
did not appear till afterwards. *< The peace, 
<< fays he^ which had been judged to be the 
*^ only folid foundation whereupon we could 
** erc£t a tory fyftem, and yet when it was 
** made we found ourfelves at a ftand ; nay 
*« the very work, which ought to have been 
<< the bafis of our ftrength, was in part de« 
«' mplifhed before our eyes, and we were 
** ftoned with the rains of it.'* This event 
probably rendered the difunion of the miniftry 
vifiblc } fome principally endeavouring to fe- 
cure themfelves, fome dill labouring to efta- 
blifli at all^vents the party they had efpoufed* 
iv/iich faw nothing but " increafe of mortifi- 




catioii'and nearer approaches to ruin/' and it 
is not be wondered, that, when this treatiie 
was written, the dean*s attempts to reconcile 
his friends were unfuccefsful j for Bolingbroke 
declares, that be abhorred Oxford to liich a 
di^ree, that he would rather have fuffcred ba- 
ni&ment or death, than have taken meafores 
in concert with him to have avoided eitlier. 
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occafion for employing this gift of the- \omti 
politics, whenever the tide runs high againi 
the court and minilhrvy which feldom hap 
pens under any tolerable adnainiftration, whili 
the true intereft of the nation h puribed 
But, here in England (for I do not pretenc 
to eftabliih maxuns of government in gene 
ral) while the prince and miniftryy the clergr. 
the majority of landed-meo, and bulk of tn 
people appear to have the fame views and tbi 
fame piinciples, it is not obvious to me, ban 
thofe at the helm can have many opportunitia 
of (hewing their (kill in myftery and refine' 
ment, bclides what tliemfelves think fit tc 
create. 

I have been a(rured by men long praQifbci 
in 1)ufmefs, that the fecrets of court are muc) 
fewer than we generally fuppofe ; and I hoM 
it for the greatcll fecrct of .court, that they an 
fo : becaufe the firft fprings of great eventtj 
like thole of great rivers, are oiften fo mean 
and fo little, tiiat in decency they ought to be 
hid : and therefore minifters are fo wi(e to 
leave their proceedings to be accounted for by 
reafoners at a di(l:ance, who often miould then 
into fyftems, that do not only go down very 
well in the co(Fee-houfe, but are (upplies fof 
pamphlets in the prefent age, and may pro- 
bably futoifh matehaU for memoirs and hifto- 
ries in the next. 

It is ti-ue indeed, that even thofe who are 
very near the court, and are fuppo(ed to have 
a large /hare in the management of public 
matters^ are apt to dedu^ ^^rong confequen- 

ces 




THE PRESENT STATE, &c. tys 
by reafoning upon the caufes and motives 
thofe a^ionsy wherein themfelves are em- 
yed. A great miniiler puts you a cafe, 
1 aiks youi* opinion, but conceals an efTen- 
. circumilance, upon which the whole weight 
the matter turns ; then he defpifcth your 
lerftanding for counfelling him no better, 
I concludes he ought to truft intii^ly to his 
n wiidom. Thus he grows to abound in 
Yts and referves even towards thoie, with 
Dm' he ought to 2i£t in the greateft confi- 
ce and conceit $ and thus the world is 
ught to judge, that, whatever be the iffue 
: event, it was all forefeen, contrived, and 
ught to pafs by fbme mailer- ftroke of his 
itics. 

could produce innumerable inflances, from 
own memory and observation, of events 
»uted to the profound ikill and addrefs of 
linifter, which in reality were either the 
•e tffefls of negligence, weaknefs, hu- 
ir, pa(!ion, or pride, or, at beft, but, the 
Lii*al courfe of things l^t to themfelves. 
>uring this very ieflion of parliament a 
\ ingenious gentleman, who hath much 
lit with thofe in power, would needs have 
that in the late diifenfions at court, which 
w too high to be any longer a fecret, the 
»le matter was carried with the utmoft dex- 
y on one fide, and with manifeft ill con- 
t on the other. To prove this he made 
of the moft plaufible topics, drawn from 
nature and difpofition of the feveral per- 
; concerned, as well as of her majefty ; 



iflue ot thofe difleniions, as to the 
had in the court and houfe of lords, 
]y owing to very different caufes^ ai 
to the ficuation of affairs, from when 
conjunfture they could not eaiily 
otherwife than they did, whatever 
confeouences they may have for the 

In like manner I have heard a 
pronounce with great gravity, that he 
£6 many patients of malignant fevei 
many more of the fmall-pox; w 
truth nine parts in ten of thofe who 
ed owed their lives to the ftrength • 
and a good conftitution, while fuch i 
pened to be their doftor. 

But, while it is fo difficult to 
(prings and motives.of (bme fa£b, ; 
fy to forget the circumihuices of otl 
no VTonder they (hould be fo grofly 
fented to the public by curious 
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I muft acknowledge hath very much abated 
my veneration for what they call arcana im* 
periii whereof I dare pronounce, that the 
fewer there are in any adminiiiratioDy it is 
)uft fo much the better. 

What I have hitherto faid, hath by no 
mes^s been intended to deti-aft from the qua- 
lities requifite in thofe, who are ti-ufted with 
fhe adminiilration of public affairs ; on the 
contrary, I know no (lation of life, where 
great abilities and virtues of all kinds are fo 
highly neceffaiy, and where the want of any 
is fo quickly or univerfally felt. A great mi» 
nifter hath no virhie for which the public may 
not be the better, nor any defea by whicn 
the public is not certainly a fufferer. I have 
known, more than once or twice within four 
years paft, an omiflion, in appearance very 
fmall, prove almoft fatal to a whole fchemc, 
and very hardly retrieved* It is not always 
jTufEcient for the perfon at the helm, that be 
is intrepid in his nature, free from any tinc- 
ture of avarice or corruption, and that he hath 
great natuial and acquired abilities. 

I never thought the reputation of much fe- 
crecy was a chai-after of any advantage to 
a mmJfter, becaufe it put ^11 other men upon 
their guard to be as fecret as he, and was con- 
fequently the occailon that perfons and things 
were always raifreprefented to him : becaufe 
like wife too great an affciftation of fecrecy is 
^fually thought to be attended with thofe lit- 
tle intrigues and refinements, which among 
fj^e vulgar denominate a roan a great politi- 
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cian ; but Among otheri is apt, whether defert- 
cdly or no» to acquire the opinion of cun- 
ning : a talent, which differs as much from 
the true knowledge of government, at that 
of an attorney from an able lawjer. Nei- 
ther indeed am I altogether convinced, that 
this habit of multiplying fecrets may not be 
carried on fo far as to ftop that communica- 
tion, which is neceflary in foroe degree amoog 
all who have any conhderable part in the ma- 
nagement of jmblic affairs t becaufe I hate 
ohlerved the mconveniencies, arifmg from a 
want of love between thofe who were to gift 
dii-e6lions, to han/e been of as ill conftquence, 
as any that could happen from the diicovery 
of fecrets. I fuppofe, when a buildin|r is to 
be erected, the*model may be the contrivance 
onl V of one head ; and it is fufficient that tbe 
under- workmen be ordered to cut ftones into 
certain Ihapes, and place them in certain po- 
iitions I but tlie feveral mafter- builders rauft 
have fome general knowledge of the defign, 
without which they can give no orders at all. 
And, indeed, I do not luiow a greater mark 
of an able minifter, than that of rightly a- 
dapting the feveral faculties of men j ner is 
2fiy thmg more to be lamented than the ini« 
prafticablenefs of doing this in any great de- 
gree under our prefent circumftances, while 
fo many (hut themfelves out by adhering to 1 
fa£lion, and while the court is enflaved to the 
impatience of otheis, who defire to fell their 
vote, or their interefl^, as dear as they can. 
JSut whether ih\^ Kaih not been fubmitted to 

oioro 
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ire than was neceflary, whether it hath not 
m dangerous in the example, and pernici- 
s in the practice, I will leave to the inqui- 
of thofe who can better deteimine. 
[t nay be matter of no little admiration to 
ifider in fome lights the ftate of affaifB a- 
ngr us for four years paft. The queen 
ding herfelf and the majority of her king- 
n grown weary of the avarice and info- 
ce, the miftaken politics, and deftru^live 
nciples of her former minifters j calls to 

fervice of the public another fet of men, 
o by confeilion of their enemies had equal 
littes at leaft with their predeceflbrs ; whofe 
sreft made it neceflary tor them (although 
ir inclinations had been otherwife) to zdi 
)n thofe maxims which were moft -agree- 
e to the conftitution in church and ftate $ 
ofe birth and patrimonies gave them weight 
he nation ; and who (I (peak of thofe who 
-e to have the chief part in affairs) had 
g lived under the ftri£krft bonds of firiend- 
> : with all thefe advanta^ fupported by 
ift majority of the landed interm, and the 
:rior clerzy almoft to a man, we have fe- 
ll times feen the prefent adminiftration in 

greateft diftrefs, and very near the brink 
*uin, together with the cavUe of the church 
. • monarchy committed to their charge , 
:her doth it appear to me at the minute I 
now writing, that their power or durati- 
are upon any tolerable foot of fecurity : 
ch I do not fo much impute to the addrefs 
indu(b7 of their enemies > as to Cottvt Cai~ 
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Itires among themfelvesy which I think havd 
been full as vifible in their caufes as theif 
cfFeas. 

Nothing hath given me greater indignation 
than to behold a minilhy, who c^e with the 
ad\rantages "F^iave reprefented^ ai5ling ever 
fince upon the defenfivr in the houfe of lords 
with a majority on their iide, and inftead of 
callins others to an account, as it was rea- 
fonably expe6ked> mifpending their time and 
loiing many opportunities of doing good^ be- 
caule a ftruggling fa£lion kept them conti- 
nnally in play* This courage among the ad- 
verfaries of the court was infpired into them 
by various incidents^ for every one of which 
I think the mimfters, or (if that was the cafe) 
the mntfter alone is to anfwer. 

For, firft, that race of politicians^ who \ti 
the cant phrafe are called the ijoUmficals *, 
was never fo numerous, or at leaft fo active, 
as it hath been fmce the great change at court f 
many of thofe, who pretended wholly to be in 
with the principles upon which her roajefty and 
her new fervants proceeded, either abfenting 
themfeives with the ntmoft indiffer^ce, in 

thofs 

* Whiinficals were toriei wlu» had been eager for 
the conclufion of the peace till the treaties were per- 
fe£ted, then they eould come up to no dired appro- 
bation $ in the clamour raifed about the daoger of the 
fucceflion they joined the whigs, and declared diredly 
againft their party, and affeded in moft other points 
a moSt glonous acotx)Uty« See B^m Lett, to H^jndt 
f. 4^,49* 
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mfturcs whereon the whole caoft 
or fiding direftly with the enemy. ' ^ 

cH remember, when this miniftry 1 

»ove a year old, there was a little ^ 

; among fuch as are called the high- ^ 

churchmen, that quicker progrefs 
ide m removing thofe of the dif- i 

party out of employments. I re- | 

Icewife, the reafonings upon this 
e various, even among m&nv who ^ 

ed to know a good deal of tne in- > 

court-, feme fuppofed the queen ' J 

h prevailed on to make that great ^ 

h no other view, than that of aft- - 

I future upon a moderating fchemt ; 

reconcile both parties 5 and I be- ^ 

might poflibly have been fome 
* this fuppofition. Others conceiv- 
loyments were left undlfpofed of, 
keep alive the hopes of many more 
andidates than ever could be gra- ■' 

.is hath fince been looked on as a jj. 

b-ain of politics, and to have fuc- ^\ 

•rdingly $ becaufe it is the opinion t^l 

that the numerous pretenders to 
Id never have been kept in order, 
6lation had been cut off. Others ,,' 

ore refined ; and thought it neither ',^ 

fe wholly to extinguifh all oppo(i> '•'(j 

:he other fide ; becaufe in the na- 
igs it was abfolutely neceffaiy that 
d be parties in an En^lifi parlia- 

a faclion already odious to the !• ' 

ht be fuffercd to coii\xol>i<^ Wv»iei > 

R a V*^^ 
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icfs danger, than anj new one that 
arife. To confirm this it was faid, ll 
majority in the houfe of commons w: 
great on the fide of the high- church, a: 
gan to form themfelves into a body (1 
name of the 03ober»club) in order to f 
miniftr^ under iUbje^ion. . Laftly, th 
ger of introducing too great a number 
experienced men at once into office 
urged zt an irrefragable reafon for n 
changes by flow degrees. To-<lifcard s 
officer from an employment, or part of ; 
miflion, where the revenue or trade wei 
cemed, for no other reafon but diffei 
fome principles of government, might 
terrible confequence. 

However it is certain, that none of 
excufes were able to pafs among men 
argued onlv from the principles of § 
reafon. For, firft, they looked up 
fchemes of comprehenfion to be as vii 
and impoffible in the fhite, as in the c 
Secondly, while the fpirit raifed by th 
of dr. Sacbrverell continued in motion 
were not fo keen upon coming in them 
as to fee their enemies out^ and deprl 
all affiftance to do mifchief i and it is 
fuither, that this general ambition of 
ing after places grew chiefly from fpeinj 
£> long undifjpoiied of, and from too s 
an encouragement by promifes to all 
were thought capable ot doing either g 
hurt. Thirdly, the fear of creating a 
^rty, in cafe the pv^fexiV. i^^«w hi we ^ 
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fubdued, waS| in the opinion of plain men^ 
and in regard to the fituation of our aflBairs^ 
too great a facrifice of tlie nation's fafety to 
the genius of politics j confidering how much 
was to be done, and how little time might 
probably be allowed* Befides, the divifion 
of a houfe of commons into cnu7't and coun^ 
try paities^ which was the evil they feemed 
to apprehend, could never be dangerous to a 
good miniftiy, who had the, true intereft and 
conftitution of their country at heart : as for 
the apprehenfion of too great a majority ia 
the houfe of commons, it appeared to be fa 
vain, that upon fome points of importance 
the court was hardly able to procure one* 
And the OSiober-club^ which appeared fo for- 
midable at firft to fome politicians, proved ia 
the fequel to be the chief fupport of thofe wha 
fufpe6ted them. It was like wife very well 
known that the greateft part of thofe men, 
whom the former miniftry left in pofleflion o£ 
cniployments, were loudly charged with in<« 
fumciency or corruption, over and above their 
obnoxious tenets in religion and government ; 
ia that it would have been a matter of fome 
difficulty to make a worfe choice: beildes» 
that plea for keeping men of fa6lious princi-* 
pies ia employment^ upon the fcore of their 
abilities, was thought to be e^t^nded a little 
too far, and conftrued to take in all employ- 
ments whatfoever, although many of thein 
required no more abilities than would fcrve 
to qualify a gentleman -uiher at court: fo 
that this hft exiuft £6r .the \^i\ (low (]bc\t<i 
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made in difarming the adverfaries of the crovint 
was allowed indeed to have more plaufibilit) 
but lefs truth, than any of the former. 
I I do not here pretend to condemn the coin 

! . fels or actions of the prcfent minifby : the 

» \ lafety and intereft are vifibly united with tho 

>; , of the public, they are peribns of unqueftioi 

'' able abilities, altogether unfufpefted of avi 

J ice or corruption, and have the advantage 
he further recommended by the dread ar 
hatred of the oppofite faction. However, 
is manifeft that the zeal of their friends hai 
been cooling towards them for above tv 
years paft : they have been frequently d( 
iferted or diftrefTed upon the mod preiiing 01 
cafions, and very near giving up in deipaii 
their characters have b^en onen treated wii 
the utmoft barbarity and injuftice in bo 
houfes by fcurrilous and enraged oraton 
while their neareft friends, and even thofe wl 
muft have a (hare in their difgrace^ never o 
i fered a word in their vindication. 

When I examine with myfelf what occai 

ons the rainiftry may have givftn for this coli 

nefs, inconftancy, and difcontent among th< 

friends, I at the fame time recoUeft the var 

ous conjectures, reafoning^, and fufpicion 

which have run fo freely-ror fhrec years pal 

concerning the defigns of the court : I do n 

,^ only mean fuch conjeClures, as are bom in 

'!< coffee- houfe, or invented by the malice of 

! party J but alfo the conclufions (however mi 

J taken) of wife and good men, whofe quali' 

fipd /ration fitted tUtnv to >iM^y&u4 ihfi re 



} 
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Ton of public proceedings, and in whofe pow* 
er it lay to recommend or difgrace an admi- 
niftration to the people. I muft therefore takd 
the boldnefs to affertj that all thefe difcon* 
tents, how ruinous foever they may prove in 
the cohfequencc's, have mo& unneceftarily a* 
rifen from the want of a due communicatioit 
and conart. Every man muft have a light 
fufficient for the length of the way he is ap- 
pointed to go : there is a degree of confidence 
due to all ftations ; and a petty conftable will 
neither aft cheaifully or wifely without that 
(hare of it which properly belongs to him t 
although the main fpring in a watch be out 
of fight, there is an inteimediate communis 
cation between it and the fmalleft wheel, ot 
elfe na ufeful motion- could be performed* 
This referved myfterious way of afting upon, 
points, where there appeared not the leaft oc* 
caiion for it, and towards perfons, who at 
leaft, in right of their pofts, expefted a morcL 
open treatment, was imputed to feme hiddea 
deiign, which every man conjeftured to be 
the very thing he Was moft afraid of. Thofe 
who profeiFed the heighth of what is called 
the church principle, fufpefted, that a cotnpre* 
benfion was intended, wherein the moderatt 
inea on both fides might be equally employ^ 
ed. Others went farther, and dreaded fuch a 
comprehenfion, as direftly tended to bring th* 
old exploded principles and perfons once 
more into play, A^ain, fome affefted to be 
uneafy about the fucccffion, and feemed to 
think thcr« was a vitw of iiitwd^icvw^ tJaa*. 
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perfon, whatever he is, who pret^ds to clain 

the rrown by inheritance. Others, efpeciall; 

j ot late, Airmifed on the contrary, that th 

I demands of the houfe of Hanover were in 

j duftriouily fomented by fome in power, with 

rj • out the privity of the — or ■ ■ >. Now 

. - although thefe accufations v«rere too inconiifb 

i j cnt to be all of them true, yet they were ma< 

i '. licioufly fufFered to pafs, and thereby took ol 

I' much of thit popularity, which thofe at th< 

\ r helm flood in need of to fupport them undei 

; \ the difficulties of a long perplexing negocia- 

' tion, a daily addition of public debts, and ai 

\ cxhaufted treafury. 

j But the effe£ls of this myftical manner oi 

\ proceeding did not end here: for the lad 

r difTenfions between the great men at cour 

\.^ {which have been, for iomt time paft, the 
in public entertainment of every cofTee-houfe] 
1 :.- ar^ faid to have arifen from the fame foun- 

f I tain ; while on one fide very great referve, 

; : and certainly very great reientment on the 

j other *, if we may believe,general rej^rt (foi 

I pretend to know no farther) have inflamed 
animofities to fuch a heighth, as to make aU 
reconcilement impra^licable. Suppofing thii 
to be true, it may ferve for a great ieflbn 
of humiliation to mankind, to behold the 
habits and pafTions of men, otherwife highly 
^^ accorojplifhed, triumphing over interefl, friend- 

'![ Ihip, honour, and their own perfonal fafety, 

■( *« 

• Lot6 OxfcrS^i itfei^txu^vbtuafe of BoKtim* 
^roh*$ idcntfflcnt. 
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ts well as that of their country, and proba- 
bly of a mod gracious princefs who hath in- 
truded it to them. A mip^s crew quarrding 
in a ftorm, or while their enemies are within 
gun-fhot, is but a faint idea of this fatal in- 
fatuation : of which, although it be hard to 
fay enough, fome people may think perhaps I 
have already faid too much. 

Since this unhappy incident, the defertion 
of friends and lofs of reputation have been £0 
^reat, that I do not fee how the ininifters 
could have continued many weeks in their fta« 
tioKS, if their oppofefs of all kinds had afi;reed 
aboUi** the methods by which they ihouTd b« 
ruined : and their prefervation hitnerto feems 
to refenoble his, who had two poifons given 
him together of contrary operations. 

It may feem very impertinent in one of 
my level to point out to thofe, who fit at 
the helm, what courfe they oueht to fteer. 
I know enough of courts to be teniible, how 
inean an opinion e;reat minifters have of moft 
inen*8 underftandmg ; to a degree, that in 
any other fcience would be called the grofleft 
pedantry. However, uttlefs I ofier my fenti- 
mentB in this point, all I have hitherto faid^ 
will be to no purpofe. 

The general wiihes and defires of a people 
are perhaps more obvious to other men than 
to minifters of ftate. There are too points 
of the higheft importance, wherein a very 
mat majority of the kingdom appear per« 
fcftly hearty ami unanimous. Firlt, that the 
church of Engia^'d ihould be preferved intii^e 
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in all her i :ghts, powers, and privileges 5 all 
do61rines relating to government difcouraged^ 
which (lie ccndcmns ; all fchifhnSy fe6ls, arii 
herefics dilcountcnanccd and kept under due 
fubjc£lion, as far as confifts witli the lenity of 
our ccnltitution ; .her open enemies (among 
whom I iuchulc at leaft difftnters of all deno- 
mir.ations) not trullcd with the fmalleft degree 
of civil or military power ; and her iecret ad- 
verfarie?, under the names of whigs, low* 
churchy republicans, moderation-men axKl 
the like, receive no marks of favour from the 
crown, but what they ihould deferve by a fin- 
cere reformation. 

Had this point been fteadily purfued in all 
its parts, for three years pad, and aflerted as 
the avowed rtlblution of the court, there muft 
probably have been an end of fa6Hon, which 
hath been uble ever fmcc willi fo much vigour 
to difiu:b and infult the adminidration. I 
know very well, that feme refiners pretend 
to argue for the ufefulnefs of parties in fuch a 
goveiTirjient as ours : I have faid fomething 
of this already, and have heard a great many 
idle wife topics Uj:on the fubjeft. But I fliafl 
not argue that matter at prefent : I fuppofe, 
if a man thirtks it r.eccflary to play with a feT" 
pent, he wiii cbufe one of a kind that is leaft 
mifchiev.ous j otherwise, akhough it appears 
to be cruflied, it may have life enough to fting 
him to death. So I think it is not fafe tam- 
pering with the prefent faftion, at leaft in this 
junfture : iirft, bccaufe their principles and 
prafticesi have bten ^\i^'a.<S^: \^:v^' dangerous tp 
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the conftitution in church and ftate : (econd- 
ly, becaufe they are highly irritated with the 
io& of their power^ full of venom and ven- 
geance, and prepared to execute every thing 
that rage or jnaltce can fuggeft: but princi-> 
pally, becaufe they have prevailed by miire- 
preientations and other artifices to make the,, 
lucceflbr look upon them as the only peribnt 
he can truft : upon which account they can- 
not be too foon, or too much difablecf : nei- 
' tfaer will England ever be fafe from the at- 
tempts of this wicked confederacy, until their 
Ibength and intereft ihall be £o fai' reduced^ 
that for the future it (hall Aot be in the power 
of the crown, although in conjun^on with 
any rich and faftious body of men, to chuie 
an ill majority of the houfe of commons. 

One ftep very necef&ry to this great work 
will be to regulate the army, and chiefly thoTe 
troops which in their turns have the care of 
her majefty^s perfon '; who are moft of them 
fitter to guard a prince binder an high court of 
juftice^ than feated on the throne. The pe» 
culiar hand of providence hath hitherto pre- 
ferved her majefty, encompailed, whether 
fleq>ing or travelling, by her enemies : but 
iince religion teacheth us, that providence 
ought not to be tempted, it is ill- venturing to 
trud that precious life an^ longer to thofe, 
who by their public behaviour and difcourfe 
difcover their impatience to fee it at an end ; 
that theyaiay have liberty to be the inftruments 
of glutting at once the revenge of their patrons 
and their own. It Ihould l^ well reniember- 
S ^^> 
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r have been fo curious to a(k feveral ac- 

E'nUnce among the oppofite party, whether 
f or their leaders, did really fufpe^l there 
been evei any deiifn in the miniftry to 
weaken the fucceflion in favour of the^r^r^. 
der, or of any other perfon whatfoever. Some 
of them freely anfwered in the negative t 
others were of the fame opinion, but added, 
they did not know what might be done in 
time, and UDon farther provocations : otheri 
again feemed to believe the afHrmative, but 
could never produce any plaufible grounds for 
their belief. I have likewife been afiiired by 
perfons of Tome c6n£equence, that, during a 
very near and conftant familiarity with the 
great men at court for four years paft, he ne« 
¥er could obferve where, even in thofe hours 
of converfation where there isufually leaftre* 
draint, that one word evec paifed among them 
to (hew a diflike to the prefent fettlemi^nt ) al- 
though they would fometimes lament, that 
the falfe reprefentations of their*s and the 
lungdom*s enemies had made fomc imprefnons 
in the mind of the fucceifor. As to my own 
circle of acquaintance I can fafely affirm, that, 
excepting thofe who are nonjurors by profefil- 
on, I have not met with above two perfona 
who apjpeared to have any Temples concerning 
the preient limitation of the crown, I there- 
fbre.think it may very impartially be pronoun- 
ced, that the number ot thoie, who wiih to 
ice the Ton of the abdicated prince upon the 
throne, is altogether inconfiderable. And 
further, I believe it will be found, that there 
S i "^^ 
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are none who fo much dread an v attempt he 
ihall make for the recovery of his imagined 
riehts, as the RomaU'Catbolics of EMgZmdt 
who love their freedom and properties too well 
to dcfire his entrance by a French army, and 
a field of blood ; who muft continue upon the 
fame foot if he changeth hit religion, and 
muft expe6l to be firft and greateft i'ufferers if 
he fliouid happen to fail. 

As to the perfbn of this nominal prince, he 
lies under all manner of difadvantages : the 
vulear imagine him to. have been a child im- 
pofed upon the nation by the fraudulent seal 
of his parents and their big;otted counfellors ; 
who took fpecial care, againft all the rules of 
common policy, to educate him in their hate* 
ful fuperitition, fucked in with his milk and 
confirmed in his manhood, too ftrong to be 
now fhaken by inr. Le/ley * ; and a counter* 
feit converTion will be too grofs to pafs' upor 
the kingdom, after what we have feen an 
fuffered from the like pra£lice in his fathe 
He is likewife faid to be of weak intel1e£hia] 
and an unfound conftitution : he was treat 
contemptibly enough by the young pnnces 
France, even during the war ^ is now whc 
negle6led by that crown, and di'iven to ] 
in exile upon a finall exhibition : he is ut 

* Le/Uy was a aonjuring clergyraan* who wf 
letter uotn Barltdue in Lorrain^ the place o 
pretender*8 tefidence, addrefled to a member jO 
Jjament in London, in pralfe and on behalf 

prince. This letter viaA ^lUAAd aad pilblicljr I 

e6out in L$ndons 
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ly unknown in EngUmd^ which he left in the 
cradle : his father's friends are moft of them 
deady the reft antiauated or poor* Six and 
twenty years have almoft pafled (ince the r#- 
^olutiottt and the bulk of thofe who are now 
xnoft in. aftion eith^ at court, in parliyinentf 
or public offices, were then boys at fchool or 
the univerdties, and look upon that great 
change to have happened during a period of 
time for which they are not accountable. The 
logic of the higheft tones is now, that this 
was the eftablimment they found, as foon as 
they arrived to a capacity of judging ; that 
they had no hand in turning out the late king, 
and therefore have no crime to anfwer for, if 
it were any : that the inheritance to the crown 
is fixed in putfuance of laws made ever fince 
their remembrance, by which all papifts are 
excluded, and thev have no other rule to go 
by : that they will no more difpute king JrtU 
Ham the ibird^9 title, than king fPtlliamXht 
firjl*s ; fmce they mull have recourfe to hiftory 
for both : that they have been inftru£led in 
the do^rines of pafllve obedience, non-reiift« 
ance, and herediury right, and find them all 
neceflai'y for preferving the prefent eftablifh- 
ment in church and ftate, and for continuing 
the fucceilion in the houfe of Hanover^ and 
muft in their own opinion renounce all thofc? 
do£bin£s bv fetting up any other title to the 
crown. This, I fay, feems to be the politi- 
cal creed of all high-prin^'ipled men I have 
for fome time met with of forty years old and 
under ; which although I do not uc^te.wd <5^ 
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juAify in every part, yet I am fare it 
protsftant fucctflion upon a much 
toundatioRi than all the indigefted fch 
thofe who profeft to a£k upon what t 
rmohuton'trinciples* 

Neither mould it perhaps he foon foi 
that during the licentiourncfs of tb 
while the facred charafter of the qui 
every day infultcd in faflious papers a 
lads, not the leaft reflecting infinftatl 
appeared agalnft the Hanover family] 
ever occafion was offered to in tempera 
by the raihnefs or indifcretion of one 
niinifters from thence. 

From all thefe confiderations I mui 
fore lay it down as an unconteftabl 
] i ■ ^^ that the fucceflion to thefe kingdomi 

illuftrious houfe of Hanover is as fii 
cured as the nature of the thing can 
admit \ hy the oaths of all thofe who 
truftcd with any office, by the very pi 
of thofe who arc termed the htgh-cim 
the general inclinations of the people, 
infiniificancy of that pcrfon who d 
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.t queftion is how to give rea* 
5lion to his highnefs, and (what 
f greater confequence]! at thf 
fult the honour and fafety of 
kofe quiet pjeffion is of much 
ence to us of the prefent z^jt^ 
fion. The fubftance of his Mr- 
stain it right, IS to deiire that 
s faniily mi^ht live in Engiandp 
ntenance as is ufual to thoie of 
d, and that certain title.* ftiould 
ipon the reft according to an* 

The memoruil doth not fpecify 
famiiy (bould be invited to re* 
I, if ic had, I believe however 
ould have looked upon it M ft 
lit to hei' own choice. 

this is moft manifeftly unitf« 
\ and only in conipliance with 
joubts of a prefuaiptive heir 3 
ruuld (to fpeak in the languaee 
) £xP£CT9 that her majeSjr 
de pcrfe£lly eafy from that fi(£i 
I J no more to be alarmed -with 
of fvifitSf or demands of nMrits^ 
ith not thought fit to give any 
lie nation would lik<^(c ex* 
e ihould be an end of all pri- 
S 4 vate 

itXy envoy extraordinary from the 
vr, demanding a writ fos the eledo- 
n the houfe of peers ai duke of Cam • 
as expeA«4 that lua h^}\tff&HKW&jL 
I to isA co\«t ^l LAidon. 
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lierfelf^ with the bulk of the landed gentry 
and commonalty throughout the kingdom^ 
were of the number. This one would think 
might be a ftrength fuiHcient not only to o^- 
ftruS but to beft(nv a fucceflion : and lince the 
prefumed heir could not but be perfe6lly fe* 
eyre of the other party, whofe greateft avow- 
ed grievance was the pretended danger of his 
future rights ; it mignt therefore furely have 
been worth his while ta have made at leaft 
€tkt ftep towards cultivating a fair corrcfpon* 
dence with the power in pofleiHon. Neither 
could thofe, who are called his friends^ have 
blamed him, or with the leaft decency enter 
into any engagements for defeating his title* 

But why may not the reafons of this pro- 
ceeding in the eUffor be direAly contrary to 
what IS commonly imaeined? Methinks I 
could endeavour to believe, that his high- 
neft is thoroughly acquainted with both par* 
ties ; is convmced, that no true member of 
the church of Ef^land can eaiily be ihakea 
in his principles of lovalty, or forget the 
obligation of an oath bv any provocation. 
That tbefi are therefore me people heintends 
to rely upon, and keeps only fair with the 
ttbers from a tnu notion he hath of their 
doctrines, which prompt them to forget their 
duty upon eveiy motive of intereft or ambi- 
tion. If this coniefhire be right, his high* 
fiefs cannot fure out entertain a very high 
efteem of fuch minifters, who continue to 
a^ under the dread and appearance of a fuc- 
S 5 ccflbr's 
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.'(Tor^s utmoft difplcafuce, and the threats of 

n enraged faflton, whom he is fuppofed a- 

one to favour, and to be guided intirely in 

nis jud^ent of Britifi affairs and perfont by 

their opinions. 

But to return from this difgreilion s the 
prefence of that infant prince * among us 
could not, I think, in any fort be inconlif- 
tent with the fafety of the queen ; he would 
be in no danger of being corrupted in his 
principles, or expofed in his perfon by vici- 
ous companions \ he could be at the head cf 
iu> faAious clubs and cabals, nor be attend- 
ed by a hired rabble, which his £atteren 
might reprefest as a pojmlaiity. He would 
have none of that impatience which the frsul- 
ty of human nature gives to expecting hein. 
There would be no pretence for men to make 
their court by affefting GermoM modes and 
refimments in drefs or behaviour t nor wodld 
there be an occafion of infumadn|; to him* 
how much moi'e his levee was mquented^ 
than the anti- chambers of St. Jameses, Add 
to all this the advantages of being educated 
in our religion, laws, language, manners, 
nature of the government, each To very diffe- 
rent from thofe he would leave behind. By 
which likewife he mi^^ht be his^hly ufefiil to 
his father, if that pnnce fhouTd happen te 
furvive her majefty. 

Tf 

^ The infant prince was the fen of the ele£iof 
prince of Hsmwr, who might be chofen to ref 
ircit in conieqiience of the manorial. 
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The late king JTiUiam^ who* after his mar- 
riage with the lidy Mofy a£ ifOfkuul, could 
have no probable expe^tion of the crown^ 
and very little even of beiiijg a queen^s hus- 
band (the d4ake of Tork having a jfoung wife) 
was no ftranger to our languaee or raann^rs^ 
and went often to the chapel of his princefs | 
which I obferve rather, becaufe I could hear* 
tily wiih the like diipofition were in another 
court, and becaufe it may be diiagreeable ta 
a prince to take up new do£b:ines on a fud- 
deny or fpeak to his fubje^ by an inter* 
preter. 

An ill-natured or inquiiitive manmayftill, 
perhaps, defu% to prefs the question further 
by aitung, what is to be done, in cafe it 
fliould fo happen, that this malevolent work- 
ing party at home hath credit enough with 
the court of Hanover to continue the fufpi- 
cion, jealoufy, and uneafinefs there again ft 
the queen aitd her miniftry; to make fuch 
demands be ftill indfted on, as are by no 
means thought proper to be complied with | 
and in the mean time to Hand at arm^s len^ 
with her majefty, and in clofe conjun6hon 
with thofe who oppofe her } 

I take the anfwer to be eafy : in all con* 
lefts the fafeft wav is to put thofe, we dif* 
pute with, as mucn m the *wrong as we can* 
when her majefty (hall have offered fuch ur. 
the like concefiions as I have above mention- 
ed, in order to remove thofe fcruples artifici- 
ally raifed in the mind of the expe^ant heir, 
S 6 and 
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and to divide him from that fiAion by wBich 
he is fuppoicd to have been milled j me hath 
done as much as any prince can do, and 
more than any other would probably do in 
her caiej and will be juftified before God 
and man, whatever be the event. The equ»> 
table part of thofe, who now fide againft the 
court, will probably be more temperate; 
smdy if a due difpatch be made in placing the ^ 
civil and military power in the hands of fuch • 
as wifh well to the conftitution» tt cannot be I 
auiy way for the quiet or intereft of a fuc« 
cefibr to gratify fo fmall a fadixon, as will 
probably then remain, at the expence of a 
much more numerous and confioerable part 
of his fubje^s. Neither do- I fee how the 
principles of fueh a party, either ia religion 
or government, will prove very agTee^)le, 
becaufe I think Lutber and Camn feem to 
have differed as much as any two among 
the reformers : and becaiiie a German prince 
will probably be fufpicious of thoie, who 
think they can never depreft the prerogative 
enough. 

But fuppofing, once for all, as far as po& 
fible, that the eUSor fiiould utterly nfufe f 
be upon any terms of confidence with the 
prefent miniftry, and all others of their prin>- 
ciples, as enemies to him and the fucceffion ; 
nor eafy with the queen her felf : but upon 
fiich conditions as will not be thought cott'^ 
fiftent nvith her fafety and honour \ and oonti* 
aue to place all hit hopes and truft in the 

dif* 
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diicontented party. I think k wert humbly 
to be wiihed, that, whenever thefucceflton 
fhall take place, the alterations btended by 
the new jMrince fliould be made by timfelf', 
and not by his deputies z becaufe I am of 
opinion, that the daufe impowerit^g the ivio- 
ceflbr to appoint a latent udimited number, 
additional to the feveral regents named in the 
mSiy went npom a ftfppoiitid^^ that i&itfecfft 
committee would be of (tsch, whoie enmity 
and contrary prisciples daSgoM them to con- 
found the reit. King frilliam, whofir title 
was much more controverted than that of 
her majefty^s fucceffor can ever probably be, 
did for feveral years leave the adminiftration 
of the kingdom in the hands of lords juftices, 
during the heighth of a war, and while the 
abdicated prince himfelf was frequently at- 
tempting an invafion: from whence one 
might imagine, that the regents appointed by 
parliament upon the demife of the erown 
would be able to keep the peace during an 
abfence of afe<w weeks without anv coUeagueu 
However, I am pretty confident that the only 
reafon, why a power was given of chitiing 
dormant vtcetoySf was to take away all are- 
tence of a neceiTity to invite over ofrj^ or the 
famify here, during her majefty^s life. So 
that I do not well apprehgid what arguments 
the eU^or can ufe to mfift upon both. 

To conclude j the only way of fecuring the 
conftitution in church and (tate, and confe- 
quently this very proteftant fucceflion itfelf, 

will 
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will be by leffimkir the power of our c 
adverfariet is much as can poflibly con 
the lenity of our gofcrmnemi and, if 
not fpeedily done, it will be eafy t 
where the nation is to €x the blame t 
Sire well aflured, that, fince the acco 
majefty receired of the cabals, die tri 
the iniolent behaviour of the whole 
during her late illneft at WTtrndfrr^ fl 
been as willing to fee them deprivec 
power to do mifchieff as any of her mc 
ous and loyal fubjcCls can deiire* 
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VARIOUS SUBJECTS. 

WE have lufl- enough reh'gion to mak' 
us hate, but not enough to make u 
love one another. 

Refleflon thiags pall; as #ar8, /negociati 
onsy factions, (^r. we enter fo little into thofi 
interefts, that wcf wonder how men could pof 
fibly be fo bufy and concerned for things fi 
tranfitory ; look on the prefent times, we fine 
the fame humour, yet wonder not at alK 

A wife man endeavours, by confiderine; al! 
ctrcumftances, to make conjectures, and Torn 
condofions ; but the fmalleft accident inter* 
vening (and, in the courfe of affairs, it is im< 
poffible to forefee all) does often produce fuel* 
turns and changes, that at lafl lie is juft at 
much in doubt of events as the moft ignorani 
and unexperienced perfon. 

Pofitivenefs is a good quality for preachen 
and orators, becaufe he that would obtrude 
his thoughts and reafons upon a multitude 
will convince othei*s the more, as he appeart 
convinced himfelf. 

How is it pofllble to expe6l that mankin<! 
will take advice, when they will not fo muct 
as take warning ? 

I forget whether advice be among the lo0 
things, which Ariflo fays are to be found in 
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the moon ; ihat and time ought to hiTc 1 

No preacHer h liftened to but timet ^ 
gives us the hx^t train and turn of thc^ 
that elder people hftve ^ri«d in vain to 
into our heads before. 

When we defiFt or Ibllicit aiay things 
micdi run wboUy on the good fide oi' cut 
llABtet of it i when it i$ obtainedt our iJ 
lun wholly on the bad ones. 

Jp a glafi^bwfi the workmen often 
in a fttiall qtsantity^ of freib coals ^ vi 
feems to dMurb the fire, but very Tnud 
litens 11* This fcems to allude to ^ gentle 
ring of the pBiRonf, thai the mind ma; 

Religion ieems to have growth an t! 
with age, and re<|uiref miracles to nurl 
as it had in its infancy. 

All fits of pleafure are balanced by s 
nual degree of pain or Isuiguor^ it t9 
(pending thit y«ar pan of the next year 
venue. 

The latter part of a wife man^s life is i 
up in curing the foUkf , prejudices^ and 
opinions he had contra £led in tlie fornu:; 

Would a writer know how to behave 
felf with relation io pofterity* let him ( 
der in old books what he finds that he is 
to knowj %nd what emidion& he jnoj 
mente. 

Whatever the poets pretendt it it 
iJiey give immortality to none but thcmfe 
h is Hmif and fit%it wc iTVCFcncc an 
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mirei not Achilles or JEneas. With hiftori- 
ans it is quite the contrary 9 our thoughts 
are taken up with the a^ons, perfons, and 
events we read, and we little regard the au- 
thors. 

When a tine genius appears in the world, 
you may know him by this figny that the 
dunces are in confederacy againft him. 

Men who poflefs all advantages of life, are 
in a ftate where there are many accidents to 
diforder and difcompofe, but tew to pleaCb 
them. 

. It is unwife to punifti cowards with igno- 
miny { for, if they had regarded that, the^ 
would not have been cowards \ death is their 
proper punifhment, becaufe they fear it moft. 

Xhe greateft inventions were produced in 
the timqs of ignorance \ as the ufe of the com- 
fafSi gt^tpotwder^ and printing j and by the 
dulleft nation, as the Germans, 

One ar^ment to prove that the common 
relations of gbofis and JpeSres are generally 
falfe, may be drawn from the opinion held, 
that fpirits are never feen by more than one 
mrfon at a time ; that is to fay, it feldom 
happens to above one perfon in a company to 
be pofTefTed with any high degree of ipleen or 
melancholy. 

- I am apt to think, that in the day of judg- 
ment there will be fmall allowance given to 
the wife for their want of morals, and to the 
ignorant for their want of faith, becaufe both 
are without excufe. This renders the advan- 
tages equal of i|^norance and knowledge. But 
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fome fcruples in tht wife, and fome vices iii 
the ignoranty will perhaps be forgiven upon 
the ftrength of temptation to each. 

The value of fcvera! circumftances in ftonr 
^cffcns very much by diftancc of time, though 
fome minute circumftances are very valuable ; 
and it requires great judgment in a writer to 
diftinguiih. 

It is ^'own a word of courfe for writers to 
fay. This critical age, as divines fey. This 
fihful age. 

It is pieafant to obferve how free the pre- 
fcnt age is in laying taxetl on the next : Fif» 
ture ages /hall talk of this ; tbis JbaU htfamom 
to all pofterity: whereas their time and thoughts 
will be taken up about prefent things, at ovfs 
are now. 

The cameUon, who is faid fo feed upon no- 
thing but air, hath of all animals t)ie nimbleft 
tongue. 

When a man is made a fpintual peer, he 
lofes his firname^ when a temporal, his 
chriftian name. 

It is in difputes as in armies, where the 
weaker fide fets up falfe lights, and makes a 
great noife, to make the enemy believe them 
more numerous and ftrong than they really 
are. 

Some men, under the notions of weeding 
out prejudices, eradicate virtue, honefty, and 
religion. 

In all well-inftituted commonwealths, care 
bas been taken to limit mens pofTeflions} 
which is done for m?ixv'9 it.^Q\v%> ^sid^ among 
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tfie reft, for one which perhaps is not often 
confideredy that, when bounds are fet to mens . 
deHres, after they have acquired as much as 
the laws permit them, their private intereft is 
at an end, and they have nothing to do but 
to take care of the public. 

There are but three ways for a man to re- 
ntage himiidf of the cenfure of the world ; to 
defiMie it, to return the like, or to endeavour 
to live fo as to avoid it : the firft of thefe h 
vfually pretended, the laft is almoft impoflible^ 
the univerfal pra^ice is for the fccond. 

Herodotus tells us, that in cold countries 
beads very feldom hzvt horns, but in hot they 
kave very large ones. This might bear a 
pleafant application. 

I never neard a finer piece of fatire againft 
laiiyersy than that of aftrebgers, when they 
pretend by rules of art to tell when a fuit 
will end, and whether to the advantage of 
the plaintiff or defendant $ thus making the 
matter depend intirely upon the influence of 
the llai's, without the leaft regard to the merits 
of the caufe. 

The expreflion in Apocrypha about Tobit and 
his do^ following him I have often heard ri- 
diculed, yet Homer has the iame words of T^- 
lenuuhus more than once; and Firgil favs 
ibmething like it of Evander, And I take 
the book of Tobit to be partly poetical. 

I have known fome men pofieiTed of 
good qualities, which were very ferviceable 
to others, but ufelefs to themfelves $ like a 
ittn-diai on the froat of a \v»f>3LC^% \» VxSsax^^- 
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the neighbours aad paffirngers, but not th 
owner within. 

If a man would rc^^ifter all his cj^^ons op 
on love, politits, religion, learning, eU^ be 
ginning from his voufh and fo go oa to old 
age, what a bundle of inconfiAencics and co8 
traditions would appear at laft ^ 

What they do in heaven we ve ignoras 
of; what they do not we are told exprdl) 
that they neither niarry, nor are given in mat 
riage. 

When a man obftrves the choice of liadxi 
now-a-days in -the difpeniing of dieir £i 
vours, can he forbear jpaying fome vem^ratio 
to the memory of thoie mares mentioned b 
XinofhoH *, who, while their manes were oi 
that isj while they were in their beauty, woul 
never admit the embraces of an a(s« 

It is a miferable thing to live in fuipence 
it is the life of a ipider. 

Vvtft quidem, pende taming imprahaf dixit, 
Ovid MetMB 

The ftoical fcheme of fupplying our want 
by lopping off our defires, is like ciittin^e 
our feet when we want Aioes* ^ 

Phyficians ought not to give their judg 
ment of religion, for the fame reafon tlu 
butchers are not admitted to be Jurors npo 
life and death* 

The reafon, why fo few marriages ai*e 1ui| 
py, is becaufe young ladies fpend their tiso 
la making, nets, not in making cages* 
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If a man will pbrerve as he walks the (Ireets* 
I believe he will find the merrieft countenan- 
ces in mourning coaches. 

Nothing more uncjualifies a man to a£^ with 
prudence, than a misfortune that is attendee! 
with ihame and guilt. 

The power of fortune is confefled only b^ 
the miferable $ for the happy impute all tfaeur 
fuccefs to prudence or merit. 

Ambition often puts men upon doing the . 
meaneft offices ; fo climbing is peiibrmed in 
the iame pofture with creapmg. 

Ill company ts like a dog» who dirts thofe 
■ioft whom he loves beft. 
^ Cenfure is the tax a man pays to the pub-1 
lie for being eminent. 

Although men are actufed for not knowing 
their own weaknefs, yet perhaps as few know- 
their own ftrength. It is in men as in foils, 
■where fomctimes there is a vein of gold which 
the ownei- knows not of. 

Satire is reckoned the eadeft of all wit; 
but I take it to be otherwife in very bad times,: 
for it is as hard to latirife well a man of dif- 
tiDgui/hed vices, as to praife well a man of 
di((ingui(hed virtues. It is eafy enoisgh to do. 
either to people of moderate chara^ers. 

Invention is the talent of youth, and 
judgment of age; fo that our judgment 
crows harder to pleafe, when we have fewer 
thingi to offer it: this goes through the 
•whole commerce of life. When we are old, 
cur friends find it difficult to pleaie us, and 
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are lefs concerned whether we be plealec 

no. 

No wife man ever wifhed to be younge 

An idle reafon lelTms the weight of 
good ones jou gave before. 

The motives of the beft anions, will 
bear too ftri6l an inauii7. It is allowed, 
the caufe of xnoft actions, good or bad, 
be refolved into th/e love of ourfelves 9 bui 
felf-Iove of fome men inclines them to p! 
others ; and the felf-love of others is wt 
employed in pleafmg themfelves. This m 
the great dilitin£lion between virtue and 1 
Religion is the beft motive of all anions, 
religion is allowed to be the higheft inft 
of lelf-lovc. 

When the world has once begun to ul 
ill, it afterwards continues the fame ti 
ment with lefs fcruple or ceremony, as 
do to- a whore. 

Old men view beft at a diftance with 
eyes of their underftanding as well as ^ 
thofc of nature. 

Some people take more care to hide t 
wifdom than their folly. 

Arbitrary power is the natural objefl 
trmptation to a prince,- as wine or wome 
a young fellow, or a bribe to a Jtidge 
avarice to old-age, or vanity to a woman 

Anthony Henffs fanvicr, dying of an aftt 
fiiid, well, if I can get this breath once 
I'll take cnre it ihall never get in again. 

The humour of exploding many thi 
under the name of trifles, fopperies, and < 

int 
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ary goods, is a very falfe proof either 
om or magDanimityy and a great check 
lous anions. For inftance^.with re- 
fame : there is in moft people a reluc- 
nd unwillingne^ to be forgotten. We 
, even among the vulgar, how fond 
i to have an infcription over their grave, 
res but little philofophy to difcover and, 
that there is no intrinftc value in all 
owever, if it be founded in ovtr na- 
; an incitement to virtue, it ought not 
diculed. . 

plaint is the lar^eft tribute heaven re- 
and the fincerelFpart of our devotion, 
common fluency of (jpeech in many 
nd moii women, is owmg to a fcarcity 
er, and a fcarcity of words j for who- 
I mafter of language, and hath a mind 
ideas, will be apt in fpeaking to hefi- 
3n the choice of both $ whereas com- 
:akers have only one (et of ideas, and 
of words to cloath them in ; and thefe 
ays ready at the mouth : fo people 
•iler out of a church when it is almoft 
than when a croud is at tlie door, 
irc qualified to Jbhie in company ^ but 
. mod mens power to be agreeable, 
ifon therefore, why convefiation runs 
Lt prefent, is not tne defe^ of onder* 
;, but pride, vanity, ill- nature, alTec- 
Ingularity, pofitiveneis, or fome other 
e effe^l of a wrong education, 
c vain is rather a mark of humility 
,de. Vain men delight ii^ telling what 
honours 
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honours have been done them, what great 
company they have kepty and the like, by 
vrhich tney plainly contefs that thefe honour* 
were more ttian tneir due, and fuch as dieir 
friends would not believe if they had not 
been told : whereas a man truly proud thinks 
the greateft honours below hts merit, and 
confecjuently fcorns to boaft. I therefore de- 
liver It as a maxim, that whoever deiires the 
cUaradler of a proud man, ought to conceal 
his vanity. 

Law, m a free country, is, or ought to 
be, the deterniination of the majority of thofe 
who have property in land. 

One argument, ufed to the difadvantage of 
providence, I take to be a very ftrong one 
m its defence. It is obje^ed, that ttormt 
and temnefts, unfruitful feafonS) ferpents, 
fpide'rs, flies, and other noxious or trouble- 
some animals, with many more inftances of 
the like kind, difcover an imperfeftion in na- 
ture, becaufe human life would be much ea- 
fier without them : but the dcfign of provi- 
dence may clearly be perceived in this pro- 
ceeding. The motions of the fun and moon | 
in (hort, the whole fyftem of theuniverfe,as far 
as philofophers have been able to difcover and 
oblervc, are in the utmoft d^rec of regularity 
and perfeftion j but, wherever God hath left 
to man the power of interpofing a remedy by 
thought or labour, there he hath placed thin^ 
in a itate of imperfection on- purpofe to ftir 
up human indu&ry, without which life would 

ftag'- 
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Magnate, or indeed rather could not AibTiflr at 
all : Cutis Mcuunt mortalia corda, 

Praife is the daughter of prefent power. 
. How inconfiftent is man with himfelf ? 

I have known feveralperfons of great famd 
for wifdom in public afiairs and councils go- 
verned by fooliih fervants. 

I have known great minifters, diftingui/h- 
td for wit and learnings who preferred none 
but dunces. 

I have known men of great valour cowards 
to their wives. 

I have known men of the great^ft cunning 
perpetually cheated. 

I have known three great minifters^ who 
could exa£lly compute and fettle the accompts 
of a kingdom 9 but were wholly ignorant of 
their own oeconomy. 

The preaching of divines helps to proferve 
yrell-inclined men in the courle of virtue, but 
feldom or never reclaims the vicious. 

Princes ufually make wifer choices than 
the fervants whom they truft for the, difpofal 
of places : I have known a prince, more than 
cnccy chufe an able minifter : but I never ob^ 
ferved that minifter to ufe his credit in the 
difpofal of an employment to a perfon whom 
l\e thought the mteft for it. One of the 
greateft in this a^e owned and excufed tho 
matter from the violence of parties, and the 
unreafonablenefs of friends. 

Small caufes are AifBcient to make a man 
uneafy, when great ones are not in the way & 
for want of a mck he will ftumble at :\.flrasw* 
T I^x-s^vvi-^ 
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Dignity^ high ftatioiii or great riche^ 
in fome fort neceflary to old men, in or^ 
keep the younger at a diftance, who are ^ 
wife too apt to infult them upon the fccv 
their age. 

Every maii defires to live long i but dob 
would be old. 

Love of flattery in moft men proceeds fr 
the mean opinion they have of themftlvi 
in women from the contrary. 

If books and laws contmue to increaie 
they have done for fifty years paft, I am 
feme concern for future ages, iiow any n 
will be learned, or any man a lawyer. 

Kings are commonly faid to have hwg tmk 
I wifli they had as long ears» 

Princes in their infancy, childhood, t 
yox\th, are faid to difcover prodigious pt: 
and wtt, to fpeak things tnat (urprift • 
aftonifh: ftranee, fo many hopeful prino 
fo many (hamefiil kings ! If they happen 
die young, they would have been prodigi 
of wifdom and virtue : if they live, they i 
often prodigies indeed, but ot another fort. 

Politics, as the vrord is commonly und( 
ftood> are nothins; but corruptions, and co 
fequcntly of no ufe to a good king, or a go* 
miniftry j for which realbn courts are fo ovi 
run with politics. 

SileKUs, the fofter- father of Baccbuf, is t 
ways carried by an afs, and has horns on I 
head. The moral is, that drunkards are 1 
by fools, and have a great chance to be cue! 
oidi. 
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yemtii a beautiful good-natured lady, was 
goddefs of love } ^im9t a terrible (hrew, the 
goddefs of marnage & and they were alwaya 
mortal enemies. 

Thoie who are againft religion, muft needa 
be fools \ and tbemore we read that, of all 
animals, God refufed xh&firfi bom of an afs. 

A verv little wit is valued in a woman, as 
we are pleaied with a few words fpoken plain 
by a parrot. 

A nice man Is a man of nafty ideas. 

Au^ was held the God of phytic, and 
iender of difbafes. Both were originally the 
4rame trade, and ftill continue. 

Old men and comets have been revei*enced 
for the fame reafon i their long beards^ and 
Jpretences to foretell events. 

A perfon was aiked at court, what he 
thougnt of an ambaifador, and his train, who 
were all embroidery and lace, full of bows, 
ci'inges, and geftures ) he faid, it was Soiem9tt*t 
importation. Gold and i^j. 

There is a ftory in Paufamas of a plot for 
betraying of a city difcovered by the braying 
of an afss the cackling of geife faved the r^ 
titoU and CatiUni*% confpiracy was difcovered 
Dy a ivbore, Thefe are the only three ani- 
mals, as far as I remember, famous in hif* 
tory as ewdences and informers, 

Moft forts pf diverfion in men, children, 
and other aniinals, are an imitation of fight- 
ing. 

T % Jbigupus 
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Juguftut meeting an afs with a lucky nam 
foretold himlelf TOod fortune. I meet mah]f 
aflety but none ^ them have lucky names. 

If a man makes me keep my diftance, the 
comfort is, he keeps his at the (ame time. 

Who can deny that all men are violent 
lovers of truth, when we fee them fo po- 
fitive in their errors, which they will mam- 
tain out of their zeal to truth, although they 
contradict themfelves every day of their lives ? 

That tvas excellently obferved, fay I, when 
I read a paffiige in an author, where his opi- 
nion agrees with mine. When we difl^j 
there I pronounce him to be mijiaken. 

Very few men, properly fpeaking, live at 
prefent, but are providing to live another 
time. 

As univerfal a pra6(ice as lying is, and as 
eafy one as it feems, I do not remember to 
have heard three good lyars in all my eon- 
verfation, even from thou who were moft ce- 
lebrated in that faculty. 



Endtftbe THIRD Volume. 
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